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not have if we could, and there remains, therofore, only the cliurch to be
appropriatcd to this purpose. If, on general principles, we were to coneede
that it is not desirable or proper tu hold such meetings in a chutrch, we sliould
stili have to admit that necessity must over-ride expediency wvherc there is no
clear prohibition in the case. Every law, exeept the law of God, clcarly ex-
pressed, must give way before neeessity. What ire' must do in any given
case, ire eau only do iii the best possible iray, not in the way abbtractedly the
bcst, but the best possible way to us. Shutting out of the question, then,
the-n-bstractt right or wrong of holding these meetings in ehurches, ire have
snnuply no other place to hold them in ; it is David's shew-brcad over agaîn.

N'Je, howevcr, alloir that if, iu their essential character, these-neetings de-
Secrate a churei-that is, if their aim, their spirit and mile of management
irere necessarily inconsîsteut with the the uses of a building set apart fur the
worslîip of God-we, for our part 'would drink no more tea in them I lbile
the world stands?' But tlîis is just the question on which, no doubt, gord
mn will differ, on ivhich thcy do differ, and ou whîich we shall have to, îgre
to differ. WVe eau easily conceive that some meetings are essentially incon-
sisteut witiî the designation of a bouse of God. Undeniably a meeting for a
dance would be so, so would a political meeting, su, ini a sense that would be

sh ,kn, would be a meeting of drunkards and profane persons, su would ho
a ineetinzi of "(nioncy ehangers and of those who sold doves," like those wltieh
our Saviour broke up in thec temple. B3utie do not sec thata socia.l meceting,
viiere tea and brend and butter are provided for flic ggsts, and whlere the atu
is tu encourage a good feeling amung brethren and neighlbors, and perhaps to
raise a littîe iuoney for a good cause, is essen1ial.y a mieetinîg inoonsistent ivith
a church. On ticeotber band, and ail details being) in keeping, ire are ruther
inclined to think that, prayer and reading tlic Bible excepted, we arc xîever
more suitably eniployed ou tie ordinary days of the weck tlîan 'whert re are
devoting a portion of our leisure to, this end-that is, greeting one anothaer,
sitting down ut a comuion table, 'where the repast is of necessity incon.si.tent
with gluttony and excess, singing bytans and spiritual sungs together, lie.ir-
in- a spechl froîn a brother, or a good bo ok or part of a boolz rend !or our
c ezitiou, and thon going homne, sober, cheerful, and better acquainîed ivith
echd other, botter infornàed than when we came; we cannot sec but this is a
religious ineetingr to aIl intents and purposes, that it generates and ecuae
a feeling iii thc human heart cxceedingly lu keeping vith our Chitiain
brotherliood and mutual responsibilities, aîîd that it tends to refine and checer
and bless those who go. At all events, wiatever others may bave féit or
mmatever they may say, we have often foît such meetings to be sivect -nid
profitable, and have been thank-ful to be be thiere. It is truc, we hiave, in a
few instancees, been dis-usted with "llow life beloir stairs " wih e have
iritneszsed, and have felt ashamed of the perpetrators, but those instances have
been.tic exception, and not the rule. Geuerally our church social, :-ind Ica
meetings are, and me are sure thicy eau alwziys bc, su conductcd as to bc- pri
tzible tu those Who attend.

Grc:at eoinplaint is miade about the conduct of young peopile aut t.esî
înce;.ings, and wceadmit therc, is sumeimies toi) inueh lcvity. But h;:vc Our
bretlireni, cspciailly our older brethren, ever -.îsked tbieinîwlvcs %vli.it vwe -irc
tu do wilh young people now--d;ys? Tetuperanice influences, and 1i-iius

influence-s, atid the progress of education, have very maicli changed thcseS
of ur yoîngi people. No young inan of rc.speet.ibility goes to Uic tarera

Dow; generally tic young people of our christian fainiiies are very goocl Sous
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