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hood, as a developinent that gave untrammuelled expression te
our national desires and did flot acrifice thein te UfliOL Wà-th
th(, Eimpire. Nor cain it be doubted that the Emipire resa on a
eecurer basis if the inner national spirit of its wmbers is
vigorous and derives ita etrength from a proud sofl8, of self.
reliance that if suelh spirit were absent beeause of its absorp-
tion in the Empire. 1 fail to agree that a strong national con-
sciousue.4ý ihiji the Dominion is at variance with a larger
patriotisi. To-day it may seein to rnany observing minds that
Caniadians are no longer deeply interested in the Empire or the
probieu. of' its future. If there is this self-absorption it iq flot
to be wondered at. The imagination of its people is botind to
be l)rofoufldedly stirred bythe gignifleance of the progress the
l)ulIit3ioni is inakiug. lIt is a frie of mind that wvill uot forever
obtain. andi it does not for kt tnoinent meau want cf Synîpathy
mwith the' Emipire. For the îpresent. the Emipire iq ini a transi-
tion stRage lekiuw of the evolution going on ini Canada kind others
of' the large Relf-gov*'rning 4tates.

So far éis we in t'anada are i.oneeriued, matil %-e have achieve
a vonosîdrahie itwaqiire Of t010 lar1ger 118tional growth that is si
rnpIIidy* % ennling U1poî3 ixi . wv eunnot dPterniiine wvhat our rela.
tiolis te tlh tllrire should be. or what ternti of unity woinld best
Ctflst'rve, our interests and agpirationis. When the ninion
lias gairedl tlt' proportions of ti nation andl the spirit nation-
ality iî, ebundant within it. it iq certain that ifs people will bt'

v~vd1yawre ? te dvntae and gre' tnegs of their Imperial
destiny. Though iu the ineantîme the Empire dees not appeur
ti?' he inaking conseiotus and deflned progresa towards a fixped
goal, a ehange i4 t(aking plac in the fortuneR and status of ifs%
ditTerent inenbers that ia earr'ying it forward to a seale of
dimiit> and grandeur seareélY dreimed of whén the Tinpprial
innvement begani. Tn thoRe days ne one intimerteély foresaw that
a future of vast panwer w'as Iutt ahepad (if Canada or that it was
te become a htulwarli of mirpassing strenxth to thé Empire.
With u% federation Nvaq feit In 1* a grenter nppd than it iwns
thought to ho te G'rtal 'Brit-ain. A larger vision is now ours.
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