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objection 1 anticipaite. f i ii hbcsaid tIsat under the present
&=ic raprcîrcss bas been maale. T lsat tu a certain

sense May bc grantcd. But no ane vili asiert that this pro.
gress bas arisen troim the methods employtd. i bas taken
place ini spite of these methods and would have beena much
rattr and znuch marc sclid under the labours of ordained

men. Il says much for our people, flot for aur ruiers, tIsai
stations bave survived the treatmtnt they have received. But
whether tbis motion bc approved or nal, or whether the pro-
posai siet farth bc accepied or ne:, I trust that ibis Presbytery
whiscI bas so large experience of the difficulties cf the prablem
may bc able te make a contribution ta the solutinn of ti, and I
trust thai breihren in office vili not regard with tee litt
patience and tee uitile attention tht views and criticisms cf
other breibren equaily inierested vwitb îhem in the grtat ques.
tien orfboome missions and equaily zealeus for the prosperity
af aur Cburch.

MA DA GA ScAR.

BY REV. R. S. G. ANDERSON, %IA., &.D, ST. IILRNS.

Madagascar, an island witb an area twice as large as tIsai
of Great Britain and lreland, lits about tva hundred miles
off tht sauth-cast ceasi of Africa. It bas a population cf a
litile cicr five millions cf people. Thse capital is a large tovu
called Antananarivo, situated an the summit ai a bill aimast
in tht centre cf the Island and about five thousand (cet above
tIse level of the sea This is ths eat ni Government and tIse
centre cf the missianary work. Tht jaurney hither (ram the
coast-abaut twa hundred miles (rom Tamaave-.is accom-
plished an filanzanas, carried by means cf peles an the
shoulders of the native bearers. There are ne raads, and at
anc time- the traveller will be borne above tht heads ai tht
beaxers as they lord a river ; ai anether, bc vil! be dragged
under fallen trees ; at anoiber be will be travtrrsing the very
brink af a frightfui precipice. But nature is fond in ail ber
primneval beauy-shady nooks i the forest undisîurbed by
the axe, long open stretches, thick carpeted Niîh veivety lawn,
wildernesses oet devers of every delicacy cf bue and ricbness.
Few inissionaries pass ibrough these spots withaut making
Itht aisles of the dim weods ring te tht anthem ef the fret."

Vet their jey is turned ta sadness as they sec hav aten man
bas came like a blighti mie the midst of al this beauîy.
"Every prospect pleases and only mnan is vile."

Madagascar is inhabited by many difitrent trihes. Soine
af tbem are sdfpposed te have corne rta tht East and ta be
descendants cf tht Malays. These are tht strongest and moral
intelligent of the natives and Rive hope of the greatest
deveiepment, but ai the saine time they are tht fewest in
number. Tht oth er tri bes are suppised *c be descended fram
natives ot Atrica. These have the strength that cames tramn
having great numbers ; but aise ibe vweakness that cames framn
being broken up inte hostile tribt At tht close et last cen-
tury tht variaus tribes waged coninuai war against each
other, and il vas only when weil on ia the presenit that the
Havas, tht tribe cf Malayan descent, gained the power over
tht largest part aftIe island. I is in this tribe tIsai we find
aur interest principally centred, for liere it vas tIsai Chris-
îianity first planted ils ftact; il was bere that tht great and
shrilling draina ot the persecutions was played, and litre it is
that tht London Missianary Society and cîber associations
have nov their strenghaid.

Away bacK ini the years, tradition tells us, the religion et
tht Haovas differed widely irom that of the surreuriding tribes.
They had ne idois, but had brought with them (ram tht East
memories cf an aid religion with ont Gcd-tbe Creator of al
thungs. The traces cf ibis belief are lu bc tound i the Ian-
guage le tbis day in prcverbs sucb as these: "lGod is1
everywbere," IlD-3 net thin- hc ta God is net and thereforei
jump with your eyts shuÇ' "lTheuRh 1 shall net bc able ta
reward yeur kindness, it wili bc rewarded by Gad." But wheni
thetimissianaries first knew thent îhey vert worshippers ai
idols, and the natives ici! us tIsai it was ini ibis way that iti
came about.

In one of their battîes with tht idolaîrous tribt cf the Saka-
lava tht Havas wert defeattd. For tht Sakalava, trustiog ta
their idol charins ta preteci ibein frein death, bad ne tear and
se dashed cn their enerny with such impetuosity as te sirikei
terrer inte their hearis.' But the deteated chiet tried te gain
bis toit by rotaus cf a trick. Haviug sumnmoned bis army1
araund him, Ise teid tbem that bc, te, lhadt received a gun
charin te pretect him frein the enemy's bullets. Ht then
erdered a servant ta fire a gun ai bim. This vas dent witb-
eut baru, fer tIse servant bad slipped tht bullet aside unseen1
hy tht people as lbe pretended ta lead. Immtdiatcly tht
soldiers cried fer charma for tbemseives, and the king pre-
sented eacli with a piece cf vaod. Thus al (car having heeni
banished tram their minds they retunned te tht figIsi vith
sucb cnergy as te strike terroir te thetibtans ai tht Sakalava
and Iin drive themin laconfusion frein the fildt. But by ibisi
trick a terrible injury bad been wrcugbîta tht victors tbem-
selvcs, fer the sceds cf idaiatry had lier. in plauîed i their
titans and fearftd wa.s tht barvest wich tbey vert yet ta
reap. Tht number cftheir chaniser idolsrapidhy in-.rtased,
tilt at lasi tht Havas, like tht Israelites cf aid, vcetwbllhy
given avez te ideiatry. Tht dovavard progress is alvays
essy. And it vas nov, vben the tomber nfi heirgadsvwas as
tht number cf their cities, wheu tht night cf betîemiisu hadi

li en with a dlarkntss that cotld lie fet, that th'r daim of the1
Gospel light began te kindle aver tht land and the day-star1
appeared on high, and tht mazrniug stars sang together.

1 HE~ CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

Tht eves of tIse Lord's servants liat been turned te M,%d-
agascar, and there vert tst vIsa beard tht Spirit of tht
Lard saying te lb tn; "Arise, gel thet dawn, daubting
noihing." Eariy in the beginniug cf ibis century, two noble
meni tram Iritain with their vives and chiidren came bring-
ing tht gladt idings. But IIsey Isad camne ai tht raiuy seasen
oi tIse year whcu the germs aifcver art in tht air, and sean,
after mucli suffring, ail but one cf tIsati hutecampany siept
their lait long sietp on a tureiga short. Tbey hadl oat dieti
in vain. Tht Landau Missionary Society tIsai bad thus sevu
in tears was seon te set ethers afi us labaurers reap with joy,
bringing their sheaves witIs thom. Another band entered
upon tht wark, andi long andi earnestly they laboured, teach-
ing andi preaching. Their cxperience vas tht aId, aid experi-
euce et Christiansiy caming ie contact with leathtnism. i
may be illustrated by a sîery told about a husbaud and wife
vIse vished te gel a new idol for iheir bouse. They vent
avay te the idai-maker vlisa ived ai thte edge cf the tortst,
andi lt cul dcvii a tret andi made them the idai that they
wisheti. But nighi Isaticamne an, se vith tht vaste wood and
tht ckips left aver (rom thetitret ihey matit a (ire at which
îhey ceoketi their food anti warmed themstives ibroughout
th,. night. A few days ater their returu home with their new
itiol, a Christian frienti catieti on theni and read pari of tht
Iorty.iaurth chapter ai Isaiali, describing tIse tolly of idolatry,
boy a man Ilbeveili hum down cedars . . . . anti îill
taice ilereof andi varm hîmseli ; yea, lie kîntileth i anti bak-
eth bread . . . . and tIse residue thereci he maketh a
God, evemi bis graven image ; Ie falleth down unie il, and
varshippeth il, and prayeth unie xi, andi sailli, Deliver me;
fer thou art my Gati." "IlVby," îhey exclaimcd, "Ib is bock
of yours exaciîy describes what we wcre doing a ftw days
age. Wt did just as tIse bock says. itseems te know al
about us." And so.îhey were idte enquire itIste religion
ai the Bok, and cre long they vert ranked arnang tht mesi
Iseraîc and faithful et thteibandict native Christians.

Thus tht vork weni on but nai vîtheut tIse flercesi eppe.
sitie-j trom many in hîgh positio'n n tht land. Alreatiy ever
tva huntireti members had joineti tht Church, whtn a thun-
derclaud gathered abave andi bursi ever tIse fieldi et Iheir bar-
vest. King Radama vhe hai been favaurabie te tht mission-
ani died n 1828 and n'as succeedeti by bis queen, Rana-
valona, -who hatedth Ie Christiais vîth a bitter hatrad. An
earnesi aofvIsai vas te camne vas given ai ber cereniatian,
when, îakiug tht idel in ber bauds, she said : "My pretieces-
sors have given ycu te me. h put my trust in you ; therciore,
tupport me." She daredt inmuure tht white men but seon
began te vent ber wiatb tupon tht natives. Stili Chrisiauîty
grew. Seau aliltIse missienarits vert forcedt t leave tht
isiauti save tva ; andt hese tva wraught nobiy tIsai îhey
might give te tIse Maîagasy (or Hovas) tIse Isait Bible iu
their native longue, ere they aise shouiti be compelledt ta Iave.
Soon their turn came ; but their work was cempleteti. Anti
there mnust have been jey mingled with tIse serrov of tIsat
missionary, vIse, as he look tareveil with a sinail band ef tht
falîbbul ou tIse road cutide tIse capital, held up a copy ai tht
New Testament anti saiti: IlYou knov, mv frientis, h have
taughî you ibis is thse Word et Geti, but your queeu says it is
ouiy tht yard et man, antise vili destroy iL hf il is reaîhy
as she says, ne doubt she viil be able te put il dowu. But if,
as yen ant Ih believe, ibis is rtally tht Book et Hmm who
says, ' Heaven anti carth shahl pass away but My Word shahl
net pais away'; then ail that tht que can dcoiilnot desîray
it." And in tht fulnecss af thetlime ibis praphecy was abun-
dantly fulfilleti.

But meanvbule tht persecution raget i fercely. Tht firsi
martyr fer Christ was a yaung voman nameti Rasalama. Aller
baving berne much cruel torture, she vas led oultaiftIse city
te dit. Passing tht litîle church iittre she had afien beard tIse
missionaries preac,sbter-Iaimeti: "There 1h Isard the yards
of tht Saviaur." Sean, with a sang .spon ber lips, she reached
the fatal spot and kneeliug dowu committeti ber spirit mute our
Saviaur's banda. Then, as tIse executiener pierced ber ibreugh
tht heart vitIs his spear, ber seul passeti outinjte tht presence
of ber Goti.

TIsent vas veepiug and lamentation ibraughout tht landi,
but Christianity liveti an. lu tht torest, in tht cave, and ini
tht swamp might bave been accu smalh gatherings ofthe faith-
fui, and berne an tht uighî.viud might have been heard tht
music ot many a native bymu. Nobles et tht landi vert
burneti alive, men anti vemen et ondiuary rauk vene speareti
or cast oer tht Rock et Hurîing, eue buudred andti ffty feet
devu mte tht plains below; even chittiren tii net escape;- but
Cbrisiianity stilî lived on. On tht islanti ef Mauretius, aven
five hundred miles avay, tht exiled missinaries vatcheti
and waited tht baur of relief. Once an ivice they visiied
Madagascar, but the way vas stihi barneti aud îhey had te
returu. Tveuty-fivt Vears p3ssed, anti tht pensecution tIsai
bal resteti for a moment bad burst forth vith redoubîedl funy,
wben, eue evening, Il mysterieuis fines wcre scen an thetotpa of
tht meunitauns reundi about thc capital, anti there vas a seunti
like music risiug fremi satry te Andehalo, ai4d il vas a plcas-
ant sonuti, thougli making sadY» Nexi morninx tht qucen
asked : "uWIat is h thought ibis fine is ?» Anti oue whini
she questianei ansvered : «IlI is net the fine cf men but ot
Gcd ; ih l like a toreshadaving cf ceming deatis." Tht
answer provedt rue, x'ar lu tour maniba the queen iay willi ber
ancestans ini the rayail cinl. Vrith tht ascent cf ber successor
te thbrane ibere vas ftlflléd anoîber interpretaîlcu of ltat

fire, "lTis fire is a jubilte," said oue, Ilte galber the dis-
perreti andi tu redeem the bst,"for under tht ncw king, P.à-
dama Il., there was prociaimed "libierty ta tht captive anti the

%ening cf the pri!on doortIs t hmaiti ele bourid.1' OUi
ofthIe tiens andi caves cf tht landt hey gatlereti back tu their
homes, many like tIse ghostly shadova ai their fermer selves
trom tIse tever.smitîen Isaunis of their exile, niany ton fethie
te vahk (ram lIse Joadi ofirans witIs vhich they bat been (et.
tereti. lu 1862a n. Ellis, ef the Landon Missionary Society,
returneti, and vhen vend vainc ruai be vas nearing the cap-
ital a large bandi of Chistians set out ta meel hlm. As tbey
carne in aigbi of tht missionary parmy their joy could net be
centaineti but burst fth in sangs ai praise te Goti. TIse udt
et emotion in tht heart of tIse missionar)- and bis trientis
swehled fullite overflevinR at tht sounti, anti answering psalms
pealeti back te greet tisi hena-singers wvIsadsatiae through
great tribulations. ou that lait Sabbath day betore tht dreati
persecution began, thse lait sermon preacheti vas tram tht
text : IlLord, save us, ve persh " ; anti surely tIsai cry Isat
not beemi unheardt trouRbout the veary vears, for when ai lait
tIse veice a! the Master vas beard calliug -tIlPeace, bce still,"
and tIse tumuli ceaseti anti there vas a great calin ; il vas
(cunti that tIse breati casi upon tIse waters hati netumueti aiter
many days, that thetwtv hundreti couverts bat been increased
ibirty-told. TIse blead ai tIse martyrs bai pravet inmdeedth Ie
seetioattIse ChurcIs.

1 Ta he CCntipsuexL>

A LA I'MAN ON PREACHING.

Mp. ED)iToR,-Your bright anti racy contributor, IlCKox-
onian," gave a duscounse ini yeur issue oi tIse 14th imît. on
IlSeme Things tIsai Neeti Revision." His points are ail veli
taken, especially that oee especîing tht coltines cftIse aimes-
phene cf seme cangregations. WV mccl aItIshe Suutiay ser-
vices, the prayer meeting anti cîhen occasions, anti ve go
away knowîrmg cadIs ather litile or ne bitter tIssu before. Per.
Isapa this la acceunieti for by tht babit se early instilieti mia
miny cf us, uaîably tIseitof Scoîtisb eriR'u, zameiy, tIse vir-
lue cf silence. luniseit it is a habit ta bt comindeti anti
cultivated, for ibere is far tea much talk, loose îalk, nov-a-
tiays, but it waulti bc a gooti thing if afier devotional exen-
ci ibis habit vert somewhai relaxeti, anti insteai of tIse
people Isurnyiug avay as tbey gcneralîy do they woulti linger
a litile for social converse anti interchange ai views.

Ht vas aise trauk enough le say that saine lavinen wnuld
bc justifleti in iaying tIsai some serinons neeti revision. Now
my ideas about sermons may be peculiar anti may net mcci
vîth the approbation cf many ci aur preachers, but they are
concurret ini by most of tIse frieutis h mccl. h grant tIsai tht
lime af aur ministera is encroacheti upon by duties vhich ihey
cannai help aitentiing ta, andi pcrbaps it is oui lauli that ve
do net take mneasures tc nelieve them et saine cf tIsi duties-;
ai tht saine lime h conceivt tIsaitIseir finit duîy is ta "'preach
tht Word" andt t do ibis witIs accepiance there muaitlbc
neetiful preparation. WmtI sosme tht pneparait;u means the
choosiug ci a texi cm subject, tht Il hinking out " mis treat-
ment, perbaps vriiing tievu a few I"beads "ler divisions
anti subdivisions, andtuti nuîig to thein power et cîeting lthe
wbole lu suitable lauguage. WiîIs ethers the preparatian
meani net only Il hiuking eut" their subjecî but wniiug eut
ibein thoughts thereen in the tarin they nican te express them
te their people, vhether they commit thein ta memony or
make use eft hemn manuscripi.

Nov which of these methotis is mcii likely te be accept-
able te tht caugregation and te produce tht besi effect on tht
hearers? h taire for granteti thal ve are far enough remaveti
tram tIse "Aulti Lighi"- days when tht "reading " oi a scr-
men vas sufficienit ti amage tIse minister's reputation for
ice; tIsailIsent is intelligence enaugh lu aur cangregaîlons te

grasp tht lessons of a disccurse wheîher reati or deliveied
extempere, andt t xtract tht profit therefroin. As beiveen
tht tva methotis h bave meutioneti, on lIse îeory tIsai tht
minister is baundt t give us of bis best, h preter tht vnitteu
sermon read, as vniiten, andt iis prtfertcce l based on ex-
penlences of many Vears, after lseing te tIse sermon et oue
ai aur leading clergymen. There are emiuent exceptions et
ceunse, ameng vhom, vithout bcmug invidious, 1 may mpnit
Principal Grant asti Principal Caven, who, while ual neading
frem manuscript, alvays deiver their disceurses n concise
torm anti fret frein breaches cf EnglisIs% gramimar. We art
often todtihat tht moern preacher, if hei turnisheti for bis
vocation, must bc a scholar, raiset like St. Paul in Hebrev
anti tht "obscure Gneek" Ihthiseopinion 1 coucur, butassuin-
iug that he bas kuovittige of these anti even ciber aucient
languages, la he varrautet inl commiîîing breaches of bis own
language, as h am saiétot say la dont dozens ofcimres ini cnt
sermon by uiueîy-nine eut cf a Isundret ministera vIse think
they can trust themselves vithout a manuîcript ? Wben a
preacher reduces bis ibaughts ta wiing, bce yul net odieu use
a superfluity of vends. TIse terdency viii be rather te crys-
taluze anti presenit bis th6ughtî% iu a cendenseti tani. His
attention vii lieccoucentrateti au tht subject et discaurse, anti
a perusal et bis manuscripi yull satisfy hlm vbether or net he
has presentd bis thoughîs ini logical terni andi deduceàl thene-
frein the requisile lem~ons. Tht resuli viii bc a mare or leus
welI reundeti composition calculaîti ta produce tIse effl:ct
desireti.

On tht cîher band, ne mratten bey carefully Ise bas con-
sideret bis subject or boy carnaest be may hé. if he lias ual
commutteti bis theuglits te piper anti trusts te tht inspiration
a! the moment, bli laapita obe base iu theugbî, diffuse in
language anti defecîlve lu grammatical construsction. Ht
cansequentlv vearles bis litarers anti offemida these wbo look
for logical anti grammatical propnieîy.

A preacher vba ch6ooes tu speak extempcnaneously, bey-
ever deep bis acquaintance witIs deati languages may bel bas
ne excuse for any breacli cf tht rules cf gramniar et bis ava
hanguace. Ht must remnember tbat many yeung people are
listening tu hlm vbho ok up to hlm as a teacher as veli as a
prtacher.

Above aIl bis effort should tietapraduce tht mosi henefi-
chai eftect on tht minds andi bearts of bis bearens, anti tht
qacition is vbetber Ibis can bc et accamplislmeti by a wei
pr.-ared vnittn discours., or by an exttnipananecus èflcnt
acconspanieti by is unavoidalile diffuseneseft îbughî -anti
language. LkYMAIZ.

Iax#uary 26, 1891.


