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C4~. 4iIONTRAI.l NO TE..

str Rev. Janmes Robertson, Su1 serintenticnt of Mtissions
tîhe Norîb.-Vcst, bias been In tllts Cil). for tiie past tîeek.
Satidressesi thte cutigrcgatluis tir Knox, Lrc-scctit Street,
Peauts anti Ertkine Churi :its, un lthe larcs,!ntlttitmfa
svurk In the Northi We-st. t is cnctiuraging ta know

t thse sîppuly ai labotîrs is lincreasîîg. antd cht even
, 'Ing site pirescrnt ttinter, àa, ft% cutltrti> ai te lîrcîds

nîitîcout sersice. 11h liresentatiusi o! rte clainis ai the
litis 'vas ttaust ficitic, andti ,ý estcd a large irasute ai
p!~~xîathli tre. N.4tivitliaiancling tic clicctng faut tIsaI

in tc arne t1oW about twenty studcnts in Nl.nitlia Collegt
îîttg the iiiîistry ai the Cîturca in view,. the services af
t sofu witoin wi Il ttc availablc in tlle Nlissiun fieldi next
r e, à-r. Robertsun is crndeavouring to secure a nuits-
ofthe stuienîs frot the coureges in Ontario andi Quebc.

e Ttitrstiay evtning lie atittressti about sixty uf Il
uents uI lthe l'restyteriaîî IL ailege liere. It is hopjeti that
meîay be cible ta itltuce soîie sutbetîrs ai tIse gratluating

tram cadi af tue colleger. te accelit apltwntments ta

Itit. RovrERTsn\~ is evitlently 1 ie riglit man in tîte riglîl
*à ce. 1île lias tender.-!l niait tflieient service, anti tu bil

IlnrIciy atsing the î.iesrni prosperous condlition ai loresby
krianism ln the Nt -West. Ilis persistent .nisces

fprosecutian oi site %voit; t raiing vnoney ori the Chuîris«
td :anst: Buildling Fînti is %orthy o! att commtntiatitin.
r. Rebertson Icît here lot Ottawa on Saturday. lie

t.prposes retuiting ta Winnipecg nesi tteck.
blss. IIAKNEy. irun Ilte Ncwv Enelanti ,-tates, bas been

ltisga course ai lectures andti lt reatlsngs, in stecral
theiîb city cburcites, during tlle liait tt da>,s, under thse
silices ur tlS Wuiitan's Ci.rî%.,n Tcnt1 erance iniun.

esetings htave bava largtl> aiteisit, anti have resulirti
arevîveti interest iii tIse cause ai Temîterance. Nirs.

rny is a plcabiag anti Iorcitile speaker.
Os, lIse cvening ai Tutsrtay wcek, the Rcv. profemsr

~aw, af tIse INcsley-aa Thertlogicai Lullege, tîclîvertil a icc.
tre an the 1' Inspiration ai the lIlbt," ia Knotx Church
ture room, under tIse au5piceý ai the Ilteat)yttrian Sali-
th î School Association. The liresident. Nir. J. Nfursay
ilh, oc-upied the chair. Attet stating anti criticising

ver.il ibeties ut inspiration, lie ripresîcl lsis atva opinion
atcevery àvord ai thse t volume %%as inspireti. anti

~otvet that lie errars oficol isîs ant ranslatars ut ce of no
'rious colisequence. lie cuînpliicnted the l>resbyterian
hurcli lor tic great service il hazi rendlert(I lîy il% scîtolar

Sip anti fait!ul tefnce of rtec îruth, anti urgetlbi haicr
culuivate an inteliaent and hublîte rebte- an <adsi

aiti. On motion o! the itev. WV. R. t ruikibannk. a cordlial
tie ni' îianks %vas tteartîtit Prva Sîwsisa% in acknow-
kgng si expreLsetisie )toile tîtat next stint<-r a sectes ai

- uces lot Sistîalh Schiolt rachers wouiil lie civen unilcr
eauspices oI a uniotn of lte severat Churches.
Is the casîcra section ai tie City a nuimber ai Plymnouth
rchrcn have ai tlt biten iabauring le srîw isnin
tins! lte Frencb 1'race.qanîs connieîtil wisi flic ciiîv

hurcies. Insteact ai sccking ta evanigetlize rite Roinan
athituie or inlitiel Frcncli.Lansaiîans in flic ety. ainang
hein tîtere is ample scolie fut aislianary %votk, tiiey with
aracteristic zeai. exîtent lrir cinergies; in sr) ing ta witbiraw%

arn Ciurch conneditn tîtase aliratl gaitlim li te
iurcb a! Christ, ant ititis mat the Lords wotk- andi ail
the name o! tic religion o! pence anti love.

RUSSELL. I hAt.t. (St. Jolin'S Ciurcit) %tas wecll filles] on
iursday evcîîing, the occasion living tie lirsi social gatier-
g ai litc Itlian lcstîyerîan congregaluon. NtartY 400
mrts stere prcsent,af %%hum aiout 3o0tverc lialins. The

-cv. R. Il. %Watden jircsiticd. anti turing the cvening brie!
dresseýs were ,ieliv&ced by Revs. Principial Mcca.J.

t tson, ai of ni~ ; Ileint, Campbeill Doutiet, Pra.
- Moîray, o!feGi College, -anti Nctniani. af Chist

Cburch Gaîlicdral. Tie musical liait ai the entertainsient
as ai a higi artder anti grcatiy ticlîghleti thc cangtcgation.

verai u. tic youing people îaok piart, tie singiig ai anc
* r, an Italian nciýs-girI, being sipccially attractive. The

tertaincnî was in evcry respect a markcti sîicccss. Titis
suie only Protestant 1 gaiian congreg3tion in uIl Dominion

d tihie first gatlicring of Ille kînt evr ict hlai Canada. Sa
-~anstaking aînd diligent is tIse iissianary, INev. A. Inter-

cia, liai hc knaws nearhy every Italian famiiy in the cily
-si about anc-bail ai tie lialian population terre îireenî ai
iis gatlhcring, antI a mail respectable, ardcriy congregation

was. bIt nrnoscia's attcnince an Sabbatît nowv
avta qes tift1 -, anti vcry rccntiy bic recciveti cigliteen Italians

r a ite tcilowship o! the Cîturci. At Ilte close ai this
'ique social gatitring Italian cakes a.nti coffcc wcrc serveti.
Tite Rce. Dr. Snyîhî, af tlle St. Josephs Street 'rcslhy-

ceriait Churcit, leît an Saturday ta pireacli at lte opcning ai
nett clsurch a: Northt Guwct, in %te Prcslvtcry of Oitaiwa.
AT a nsccîing on Mfanla>- last ai tic city niembers oft he

Mont reni Presbylcr arrangements wcre conspietcril for tIse
'ibiic incctiixg ta ceichrate the ccnicnary. oi Prcsbytcuiatnism

n Mî,ntreal, an the cveaing o! Fiftlay, sth 1 tch. Tue
meeting takcs place in Knox Church, Rcv. J. Ficck Ia rire.
hie. Thte speakers witl lie Rcv. Dr. RcIi, of Torointo, anti
cs-s. Principal blIacVir-ir att-I G. Il. Wells. A large coin-

fitteC wasapp)ointi, wtlt R.-v. R. Il. Wardien as coaivener,
tarrange for a public breakfast tir sanne social gaticring in
rionctlon with thc ccnacîtry cciciîrafion.
0.ý tie 27ith oit. the Rcv. %V. A. Lang. '.\.A., diei ai

bs hante in WaeOnt. NIr. Lang %t-ai for scvcral )-cars
inister of tie conprergation of Luncabutg anti Avaninore;

but on accaunit of declining healti was cimîsclîcti last yeair
treinbis ch3rge. lic watt Clerk and ilane 'Mission
C ofeera tbc Pte.sbytM ai Glensgarry. and i n these posi-

tirns renieet efficienit .service to tie Ciîîrch. Or a singu-
iarly genîlc zndI lvabia ',i il. h ias higbis- estecmet b>'
ail wio knew tunc. I lis eiJdow bhas the sympitiy of very*
many tricntis ln ber somawv.

PRAYER is the kcy of cveng nd h~bi ft
momning.

OB17TUA R Y.

tIl',. %>t. A. LANG, M.A.

WVe regret ta have ta chronicle the demtist itite hic. Win.
A. Lang. N1./ ,Cletk ofte Gengarry P'resb)ylery,wliicli sati
everat toak place atIslis resmutlence, Wales, t n the niglst tif ibie
7là tilts NI r Lang t.is cansparativcly qîtîte a ) taung mins

et tlie ti-lic oi Isis demis, being uni> in lits uîrty utintî ear.
Fot the pasi tires )-cars lie lias lîcen suffrtnq ront an alec-
tienai ai t e livtr, whlicis nectssitaîcti tue resignation of bis
chanrge tto y ago. LasI sunil stit li talîl greatly lin

1 av d itt et anti lits saay fritntis stetc loakittg tarward
tastIoythe tite wlten ttc svouldti i aille ta resuttie lte

active dulîies of the sîiaîstry again. Last autunmn, îtowvvr,
lie %vasseizeil %ith a ittaligitant typîe of dipfitierfa, antd Mlille
tîtat svas; nî>t tîte itt)itiate cause atIslis dleatt the systeni
%vas sa eneesletl that lic neyer fuit>' ralliei. About tue
News 'ear tîte oitI troutble returnei, anti aller )-cars of lin-
ltint stifférîrg Isc sanit lîccitil>- tu test on tue aboya date.

. L.ag sas a dtstîngislie-i giatluate o! Qoeecn's Unsi-
v rsit;,, Kingston. Titraugiout bsis arts course lit belli tie
litt pousition in Isis ciass, anti graduateti as P'rince o! Wales
1pràzetîtan tn tlle spring o! :873. Ilii thtealogical course
wsta ettuaiîy successful, anti on tie caîtpieltan af tits staues
aIt QJucen s lit proccedeti tu Scutlanti, vliterc lie spent a ses-
sion in IEdinlsurgb, anti alter a brie! scasan ai travel tiraugis
Ilit Unitett Kîingdusx anti un tic Luntinent, bc retuineti ta
lits native landi. The culigregatian of Lanenittrg anti
Avonnsore: was tie finIt vacaitcy in %% icis lie isreacIsed-vlio
ai. once tuok steits ta sectîre hitt as sitesr >astir Dtclining
U%-ettures Iruits uitr cangregatauns. &%r. Lng accepte(t thetr
rail, anti On tic 4th ai INlarci, :878, lit stas ardaineti anti in-

uitceti liste rte puastoral charge, a! suiicli ic coatînuei lthe
successfui anti pupiular mnisler unsîl iaîitng lisalth ubligeti
hlm, tn rcsign in tic spring ai 1884. Thte Prtesltytery
accepte'l reluctantly anti witii tIeep regret Iis resîgnattun
anti apposintes. tain crk. Titis office lit elli ai tlic tinte
nt bis <lenit aitt) notwitlistancling Isis frtlte Itictia ha ail
aiang 'liscitarget the duties ai lthe clerksii witlt rare abîlîly
andI itîclit>'.

NIr. Lanîg was niarritd an thc 4th Februa.ry, ISSa.ta iss
Grtass, d1ugistet a! 1\1. Chattes Grass, Front Roati, Kings-
ton. In tIse fiullest sensu oi tic terni site was an 1'bcip-
mert '" ta hiîn clutint! is pastorale. In tIse chiri anti Sali-
bth schoal ihe gave invaluabie service, anti drtring lte long
illnsess a! ier bushani fier wifely devatian. liter hopl)culcîss
anti lter Chuistian Certitude wcre heyond a.il praise. In lier
tiereaverocat sit has the icartteht synspati>' af a wite citche
tii iricact. >Ir. Lang wsas lturied at Ktngston. Tic funceral
,ontk jîlaý on tlie 301hi uIt., anti was very largeiy attcaîicr.
Tic services at tîte lînuse tvcre conducîtd by tlle Rev. A.
Niargillivray, of %1'iliiamstoita, ait oli cullI-ge frieni o! te
ieca rdi. Thte Rcs-s. Dr. Nlc'zishs, T. R. Bailte, A. Nlaîhe-
son anti G. MIcAttltur tot part. Otitr engagements :îre-
ventrd ialter tntmniiers, ai Presb>tery (romn bicng prescrit.
Aî Kington the rensains wcre tact l'y a large number a! cili-
zenç, andt ses-cral or lie ;'toiesrs anmît ani' af tIse students
nfQttern's. The services at tie s-aut %vere: coattuctet b>'
Rcv. Vr Bain. Nit. Nlairgiliivray, of Glengarty 1'resbytery,
antd NIr. blcArtit, ai llrockvillc Presbyte>-, accantpanted
tic rerfiains te theit last rcsting place. Fi-w nmen citjoyetia
wîicr or ittr-cainecI puisulariîttan bit. Lang. Iiswas
tIsat genîhencus liai disarmeti opposition, antl isat eamnetness
anti carîiality chi atte anti retatacti irientis, ant in htîns,
as asuci as in an' anc e Cceer kaew, tic wards, 1'MNark tic
perleel man, anti beboiti the uprighît, lot tic endi ai that

man is peace," badti Ieir exenitîsPfication.

ýýabbatb zcboo1 <zeaclbcr.

liV REV. R. 1'. MIACKAY, B5.A.

a-s,.7 } READING THE L.AW. ZNC12.
GaOLî»c- TE.'CT.-"«So they read in the book, la tise haw

ai God. distinctly, anti ?ave thse sense. and catssed tiem
ta understand tie readsng.'"-Nci. viii. S.

i STRODUCTORY.

Tie prayer oi Ncltemiai, recrt(Icti in the fitst chtapter, was
answeretispeedul>'. Blut il xvas prayer xvith Itin a.il tic lime,
bence Isis succzs-,.

jie: gai permission Iran Ille king ta come ta jerusalcm,
anti bescles, letters la the governors ta gis-e bins assistance
in bis uncicîîaking, .%-hich tite> gave ver>- reluctant>'. On
the titirti day aller bis arrivai hc suts-cycci the situation, anti
tien reveaicti bis purpos anti commission ta tic ruicrs anti
nobles% anti gaI ticir iearty co-apcralion. Na sooncr ducs
a goçKI wairk commence than tic cncny begirss ta oppose. At
tinst thcy be-gin ta ridicule anti laugiti ta scorn, %aying thai
tic %votK diii nat amounit la an> thIing-i! si fox sitouii epring
orlon il, il svouid tuaibie clown. But the svork %vent on in
spjte ci tiat. Tien tlic arvivsaries decideti sillon a secret ai-
tact,; liui tîseir intention vas disclosesi, anti b> prayer anti
ss-arebittlness dusaippaintei. Afirer that ain interat tuti-
cuIt>' araseç. lan>' ai thicu- %w verte liens-l> marîgageti ta
tîti lireîbreit, anti Nchenstai by bis own unseilish cxatmîsi
gut liat put rigit. (Chai). v.) Thic neni> nexl thougit,
sîndet tîte pretencc of drsiriîsg a cunsultation, te entrnp
Nebemiah anti sAy hins, btut lais sbrcwdtness ilîv.arîcd tien.
AI last tise wall 'sas inisiet ir:rurty-two days <s-i. i S). Tic
wotk hall beca <livicled ini smàll sections, cac ialittt ta
a compans- ai watkcrs. <Cbap. iii.) Titat is precisel- the
t-as- in sshicb the Lord's wark, is ta bc atisancectio caci

bis s-ol:-nlil caci titi is wvork taith!ully WCe wouli sonri
sec spientliti reiîts.

11\PLANATORV.

1. -Occasion.-lî %vas tic first day oI thc ses-enti mopti,
ar the Feasi otf Truir pets. 'Tic new inoon, or Cursi ai ey>
miunsb, ias clistinguis-iet b>', tie biowing lo! trumpets aver
tic brritoffctitîgs. Andlti îewcrespeciahsactiiiccsoifcîed,

but only tbis new moon %vas a holy convocation day. Ou lisai
occasion the trunspets wcrc probably blown for a longer
time. 1

'ite blawving of the irumpet, whicb isso cricrn associateti
with the voice of Goti, as un Sirai andi the last day, pro.
bably nicant that tihe people were caliedte 10 gratet actity
andi attention, as %w.hen Guti speaks. Anti as the seventh
manth %%as the sacreti miontit-in %wlueh the Day oflrtne.
ment andi Feast of Tabernacles canîc-it was suitabte that
they blîoulti bc summaneti tu special cilec. It was a
joyuus muntla anti hence jo; was tlle suitaelc cxçzcise af the
spirit. (Ver. 9.)

Il. The Convocation.-It was a icinaikable gaîlicsing.
It lins tentures titat svouid bc very cncauraging ir more ire.
quently seen.

(t) StNttatiesus. (Ver. 1.i-Thcy carne of their own ac-
cord. rhcrc was na insistwng on the part of the nuthoritits,
as is now su often necessary in order ta gel anythirîg like a
reasontable aitendance an divine orclinànces. The tinte is
coining when people wilt say - '1 %vas glat when %bey saiti,
Let us Po Up to the bouse of the Lord."

(z) Large. -It was; a very, large gathering-onsistiag of
mcn. wotten andi chittiren who hat reacheti yeats ul un-
tlerstanding-wvhich is very nîuch younger thtan n.nny people
tlîink.

(3> 11uu«gy for the J5'ord. <Ver. r. >-They anwled ta have
the law of blaies terni ta thein. Il is always tielighiîl ta
fint people hungeting for lthe tireai ai lire, anti asking for
mure, insteati of camplainsing that lau much turne is spent.
Tne natutat consequence o! stucb an appctitc was:-

(4) 41leP'I:on. (Ver. 3.>-' The cars Uf ail the people
werc attentive unto the book of the law.' They dîi nat
ailuw a v.urd ta slip-endeavaurcd so ta seize the trulli as
te carry i away. That eagerness was so greal as ta enatale
them ta give attention for ai leasti:x houri nt a limec. The
congregations in lapais, il is saisi, have such a desite lot
lcnuwkltdge that they Witt listen ta seven sermons in succes-
sion ecd an hou. long, having an intermission ritler the
third.

111. Place ofMeeting. (Ver. î.)-It was in the sirecf,
or broadilace belote the :vvier.gate.

It is supposeti ta be that siope ai %foarints calleti Ophe,
enclosesd between the city anti temple wails. There arc saiti
te baver been gteaî subierranean reservaîts tramt wbich the
gale recciveti is nlarife. WVhether the gale belongeti ta the
cimy waIl or led int lhe temple area is uneettain.

There must have been toamfor lot oo or00 30,000 people.
IV. Preacher and Preaching.-Ezra was distinguished

as an expaundet af tic law. In the last lesson we macle bis
acquainlance. Wheîher he was in jerusatern whilt Nehe-
miab waç building the wali is uncertain. Probably not. or
saine notice would have been rak-en ai him. At any rate bc
hb now calleti upon 1teaend be law ta the people andi with
greal zral, hc rtspontis ta the public demanti.

<s) .Pr~i.(Ver. 4.)-He stouti on saine wooden struc-
ture, so 111 il as ta be sten, andi sumfciently wide ta aiiaw#
thiriten otber praminent mcn la stand by him, and no daubt
in saine way ta assist hun in bis work. Il is not likcly

bihat hc rnid front marning until noon-at least six bous-
without any assistance.

(2) Olke>- Aelperc.-Besides these, many aIliers torils part
in teaclîtng the people. The audience being very large, and
many ùi thein vety ignorant, tbey would iequite znuch pa-
tient repctitia.

<3) Chara er of leatizg. <Ver. 8. )-It was distinctn, se
that ail caulti hear. It was exposifory, se that no obscure
passages were Itt unexplainedi, anti il wvaspractmcal, se îhat
ail coultil undersianti how il applied ta thenselves.

(4) tPu-aYtr (Ver. 6.)-The)y began the service by pisais-
ing anti blc:ssing Goti fot whaî lie did in the past, anti what
o! Ii. goodness lhey %%ecn enjotid. The people joineti in
the prayecr, by saying Amen, by lifting up their hant'is in lthe
attitude aI supplication, anti bowing their heads in humilia-
tion.

V. Effects of Fa.ithful Teaching. (Ver. g.z.>-The
seeti tiglîtly sown wili produce fruit ta the glory ai Gati.

<t) .Serrmv-They mourneti over anti wept on account
o! sin. liawv different their lives trom the tequirernents of
chat holy law I

But ilieir sorrow vras excessive, and il was not appra.
ptite on tbat occasion, sa that Nebemiah, the Tirshatha
<govecrnor>, anti Erra cortected tien.

It is gooti ta lainent sin, but better la rejoice ia asercy.
(2) Jo>.-Tlîcy are exliartd ta !ejoice-eat the fat and

drink tAe sîweî, ivhich are indications ai picnty andtihait-

TeSeriptures constanlly urge loy. Paul says: lc

joice always, andi again 1 say. Rejoic.» Il isbètter for bcay
:tnd seul ta be happy anti joyful-si it is a joy that bas ils ai.
gin in Goti.

W.~ Charîty. -They %were nol like the tich man ta rive the
ctumbls ta the poor, but ta share thcir joys. (Sec Luke
xiv. 13, Isa. lViii. 7, 10.)

Tbc people obcyed anti went away ta make great mirth,
Next day thty came back zgain ta licar %bce NYora, andi
icarneti ai duty as ta the Feast of Tabernacles, andi aI
once attendii ta; thcir duta Christians thrive whcn study
anti obetiencc go hand in bandi.

1'RACTICAL SUGGESTbONS.

i. Go to church-wve need niutual encouragement.
2. Take the cViltiren ta chutcis.
3. When in chutch givezttlention te the sermon, anti joit

lit the prayers
4. Appiy the sermon ta your otwn lite, and sec how you

stand.
S. Obey the trutli in Veut dzily lire.

Tii. prescrit tineal representati,.e ai the Black Douglas,
sir G. B3. Scott Douglas, ai Spripg%%oad l'atk, Xeiso, is a
writer ai fiction. lie is the author ai îwo noveis. "The
Adveaîures of Willient 3ermyxs,!.anti Il A Loves Gamuii."
and also af vetious articles in the magazines anti vws,


