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MONTREAL NOTES.

kr'iie Rev. James Robertson, Superintendent of Missions
fthe North-West, has been in this city for the past week,
¢ addressed the congrepativns of Knox, Crescent Steeet,
£, Paul’s and Brskine Churches, on the present pusiiion of
wotk in the North West, Tt is encouraging to kanw
at the supply of labourérs is increasing, and hat even
Niring the present winter, so few cumparauvely of the helds
e without service.  1lis presentauon of the claims of the
Mtidians was wost forcible, and evuked a large measuze of
ympathy here.  Notwithsianding the cheering fact that
tBere are tow about twenty students in Manitoba College

ving the ministry of the Church in view, the services of
ost of whom \vifl be available in the Mission ficld next
mer, Mr. Robertson is endeavouring to secure a num.
¢ of the students from the colleges in Ontario and Quebec.
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N Thursday evemng he addressed about sixty of the
Y udents of the Presbytenan College here. It s hoped that
t may be able to induce some members of the graduating

from cach of the colleges to accept appointments to
he North-West.

Mn, ROBERTSON is evidently the right man in the right
ace. e has rendered most efficient service, and to him
argely owing the present prosperous condition of Preshy
rianism in the North-West, [lis persistent and success-

pd Manse Building Fund is worthy of all commendation,
{r. Robertson left here for Ottawa on Saturday. He
purposes returning to Winnipeg next week.

IRs. BARNEY, frum the New England States, has been
ivering a course of lectures and Bible readings, in several
-20f the city churches, during the past ten days, under the
‘Bauspices of the Woman's Chrisuan Temperance Union,
be meetings have been largely aitended, and have resulted
2 a revived interest in the cause of Temperance.  Mis.
[Barney is a pleasing and forcilile speaker.

EON the evening of Tuesday week, the Rev. Professor
haw, of the Wesleyan Theological College, delhivered ales.
¢ on the ¢ Inspiration of the Bible,” in Knox Church
ture room, under the auspice? of the Presbytenan Sab-
ath School Association. The president, Mr. J. Murray
ith, oc:upied the chair. After stating and criticising
veral theonies of inspiration, he expressed his vwn opinion
Rehat every word of the sacred volume was inspired. and
howed that the errors of copyists and translators were of no
rious consequence.  He complimented the Presbyterian
fChurch for the great service it had rendered by its scholar
‘ghip and fanhful defence of the truth, and urged s hearers
o cultivate an intelbgent and humble rehance on fod's
Nord.  On motion of the Rev. W. R. Crukshank, a cordial
Eyote of thanks was tendeted Proflessor Shaw, whoanacknow.
8 ledging it expressed tne hope that next winter a senes of
tures for Savbath School teachers would be given under
¢ auspices of a union of the several Churches.
IN the castern section of the city a number of Plymouth
rethren have of late been labouting to sow thssensinn
Among  the French Protestants connected with the ety
Pthurches. Instead of sccking to evangelize the Roman
atholic or infidel French-Canadians in the city, among
hom there is ample scope for mussionary work, they with
reharacteristic zeal, expend their energies in try ing to withdraw
Hrom Church connectivn those alreads pathered into the
hurch of Christ, and thus mar the Lord’s work— and all
the name of the rebygion of peace and love.
g Russert. lann (St Jobn's Church) was well filled on
hursday evening, the uccasion teing the first social gather.
o of the lialian Presbytenan congregation.  Neatly 400
rsons were present,of whom about 300 were Italtans, The
cv. R. H. Warden presided, and duning the evening busef
Gdresses were delivéred by Revs. Principal MacVicar. J.
iRe" rtson, of Winnipey s Heine, Campbell, Doudict, Pro-
Feswa. Murray, of McGill College, and Newnham, of Christ
€hurch Cathedral. The musical part of the entertaunment
was of a high order and greatly dehighted the congregation.
veral u; the young people took part, the singing of enc
girl, an Italian news-girl, being speaially attractive.  The
tertainment was in every respect a marked success.  This
3 the only Protestant Italian congregation in the Dominion
and the first gathenng of the km§ cver held inCanada.  So
“+Spainstaking and diligent is the missionary, Rev. A. Inter-
oscia, that he knows neatly every lalian family in the city
sd about one-half of the Italian population were present at
this gathering, and a most respectable, orderly congregation
Swas.  Mr. Internoscia’s attendance on Sabbath now
%cs fifty, and very recently he received cighteen ltalians
o the fgl!owshm of the Church. At the close of this
nique social gathering Italian cakes and coffee were served.
Tue Rev. Dr. Sinyth, of the St. Joseph Street Presby.
terian Church, left on Saturday to preach at the opeming of
ncw church at North Gower, in the Peesbytery of Oitawa,
AT a mecting on Manday last of the city members of the
Monireal Presbytery armngements were completed for the
ablic mceting 1o celehrate the centenary of Presbyterianism
in Montreal, on the cvening of Friday, 12th March. The
meeting takes place in Knox Chureh, Rev. J. Fleck to pre-
ide. The speakers will be Rev, Dr, Reid, of Torouto, and
evs. Principal MacViear and G. H. Wells. A large com-
nittee was appointed, wirh Rev. R H. Warden as convener,
0 arrange for 2 pablic breakfast of some social gathering in
onnection with the centenary celebration.
Ox the 27th ult. the Rev. WL A, Lang, M. A., died at
his home in Wales, Ont. Mz, Lang was for scveral years
inister of the congregation of Luncaburg and Avonmore;
but on account of declining health was compelled last year
to resign his charge. e was Cletk and tHome Mission
Convener of the Presbytery of Glengarry, and in these posic
Ry tinns rendered cfficient service 1o the Church.  Of a singu.
W larly gentlc and_lovabls spuit, he was highly csteemed by
g all who knew him.  1is widow has the sympathy of very
3 many fricnds in her somow.
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B PRAVER s the key of cvening and the bolt of the
g morning.

fil prosccution of the work of raising woney for the Church”

0BITUARY.

REV. WM. A, LANG, M.A.

We rogret to have to chronicle the death of the Rev, Vm,
A.Lang, M. A , Clerk of the Glengarry Preshytery, which sad
cvent took {ll:lcc at his residence, Wales, « n the night of the
azthalt  Mr Lang was comparatively quite a yuung man
at the time of his death, being valy in his thirty ninth year.
For the past three years he has been suffering from an affec-
tion of tie liver, which necessitated the resignation of his
clarge two y ws ago.  Last summer his health greatly on
rrovul and he and his many fricnds were looking forward
opefully to the time when he would be able 1o resume the
active duties of the ministry again.  Lastautumn, however,
hie was seized with a malignant type of diphtheria, and while
that was not the immediate cause of his death the system
was so cnfeebled that he never (ully rallied.  About the
New Year the old trouble returned, and after years of pa.
tient suffering he sank peacefully to rest on the above date.

Mr. Langy was a disunguished graduate of Queen’s Uni-
v:esity, Kingston,  Throughout his arts course he beld the
tirst position in his class, and graduated as Prince of Wales
prizeman n the sprung of 1873, Ilis theologcal course
was equally successful, and on the completion of hts studies
at QQueen s he procecded to Scotland, where he spent a ses-
sion in Edinburgh, and after a brief season of teavel through
the Uniied Kingdum and on the Continent, he retumned to
his native Ian}f. The cungregation of Luneobwg and
Avonmore was the first vacancy in which he preached—who
at once tuok steps to secure him as thewr pastor.  Declining
uvertares frum vlaer congregatsons, Me. Lang accepted therr
call, and on the 4th of March, 1878, he was urdained and in-
ducted into the pastoral charge, of which he cununued the
successful and pupular minister unul fabing health obhiged
him to gesign in the spring of 1884. The Presbytery
accepterd reluctantly and with deep regret his resignation
and appointed hin clerk. This office he held at the ume
of his death, and notwithstanding his feeble healih he all
along discharged the duties of the clerkship with rare ability
and fidelity.

Mr. Lang was married on the 4th February, 1880,t0 Miss
Grass, daughter of Mr. Charles Grass, Front Road, Kings-
ton. Inthe fullest sense of the term she was an * help-
meet ™ 1o him during his pastorate.  In the choir and Sab-
hath school she gave invaluable service, and during the long
illness of her hushand her wifely devotion, her hopelulness
and her Christian fortitude were beyond all praise.  In hers
bereavement she has the heartfelt sympathy of a wide citcle
of feiends.  Mr. Lang was buried at Kingston.  The funeral
tonk place on the 30th ult., and was very largely attended.
The services at the house were conducted by the Rev. A,
Macgilliveay, of Williamstown, an old college fnend of the
decea ed. The Revs. Dr. MceNish, T. R. Bailie, A. Mathe-
son and G. McArthur took part.  Other engagements Dre-
vented other membiers of Presbytery from being present,
At Kingston the remains were met by a large number of citi-
zens, and several of the professors and many of the students
of Queen's.  The services at the vault were conoucted by
Rev. Dr Bain. Mr. Macgillivray, of Glengarry Presbytery,
and Mr. McArthur, of Brockville Presbytery, accompanied
1he remains to their last resting place.  Few mien enjoyed-a
wider ar hetter-catned popularity than Mr, Lang.,  Hiswas
that geatleness that disarmed opposition, and that carnestness
and cordiality that made and retaned fricads, and in him,
as much as in any onc we cver knew, the words, ** Mark the
petfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that
man is peace,” had their exemplificarion.

Sabbath School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

BY REV. R. I. MACKAY, R.A.
{Neh.sz

dgknl READING THE LAW.

GoLpex TexT.—* So theyreadin the book,in the lavr
of Geod, distinctly, and gave the sense,and caused them
to understand the reading.”—Nch. viii. 8.

INTRODUCTORY.

The prayer of Nehemizh, recarded in the fitst chapter, was
answered speedily.  But it was prayer with himall the time,
hence his succass,

Je got permission from the king to come to Jerusalem,
and besides, letters to the governors to give him assistance
in his undcrtaking, which they gave very rcluctantly. On
the third day after his arrival he surveyed the situation, and
then revealed his purpose and commission to the rulers. and
nobles and got their hearty co-operation.  No sooner docs
a good work commence than the cnemy beginsto oppose. At
first they begin totidiculeand l:\ufhlhcm to scorn, saying that
the work did not amount to any thing—if a fox should spring
upon it, it would tumble down.  But the work went on in
spite of that. Then the adversaries decided upon a sccret at-
tack ; but their intention was disclosed, and by prayer and
watchfulness disappointed,  After that an intcrnal difh-
culty arose.  Many of the Jows were heavily mortgaged to
their brethren, and Nchemiah by his own unscliish example
got that put zright, (Chap. v.) The enemy next thought,
under the pretence of desiring a consultation, to eatrap
Nchemiah and slay him, but his shrewdness thwarted them.
At last the wall was finished in fifiy-two days {vi. 15), The
work had been divided into small seaiions, cach allotted to
a company of workers. (Chap. i) That is preciscly the
way in which the Lord's wotk is to be advanced—to cach
his work-—and il cach did his work fzithlully we would soon
sce splendid results.

ENXPLANATORY.
1.-Occasion,—It was the first day of the seventh month,
or the Feast of Trurmpets.  The new inoun, or fist of evary
moenth, was distinguished by the blowing of trumpets over

the burnt offerings.  And there were special sactifices offcred,

but only this new moon wasa holy convocation day. On that

occasion the trumpets were probably b‘lown for a longer

time.

'The blowing of the trumpet, which is so often associated
with the voice of God, as on Sirai and the last day, pro-
bably meant that the people were called to greater activity
and attention, as when God speaks, And as the seventh
month was the sacred month—in which the Day of Atone.
ment and Feast of Tabernacles came—it was suitable that
they should be summoned to special dlli%cnce. It was a
Joyous month and hence sop was the suitable exercise of the
spirit. (Ver. 9.)

11. The Convocation.—It was a rematkable gathering.
It has features that would be very encouraging if more fre.
qQuently scen.

(1) Spontancous. (Ver. 1.)—They came of their own ac-
cord. ‘There was no susésting on the part of the authorites,
as is now so often necessary in order to get anything like a
treasonable attendance on divine ordinances. The time is
coming when people will say: ¢ 1 was ;';\ad when they said,
Let us o up to the house of the Lord.’

(2) Large. -1t was a very large gathering—consisting of
men, women and children who had reached years of un.
derstanding —which is very much younger than niany people
think.

(3) Hungry for the Word, (Ver. 1.)—They applied to have
the law of Moses read to them. It is always delighiful to
find pecople hungering for the bread of life, and asking for
more, instead of complaining that too much time is spent.
The naturl consequence of such an appetitc was :

(4) Attention, (Ver. 3.}—*The ears of all the pcnp!c
were attentive unto the book of the law.” They did not
allow a word to slip—endeavoured so to seize the truth as
1o carry it away. That eagerness was $o geeat as to enable
them to give attention for at least s2x doursat a time. The
congregations in Japan, it is smd, have such a desite for
knowledge that they will listen to Seven sermons in succes.
sion each an hou.” long, having an intermission after the
third.

111, Place of Meeting. (Ver. 1.)—It was in the street,
or broad place belore the wmter-gate,

It is supposed to be that slope of Moriah called Opkel,
enclosed between the city and temple walls.  There are said
to have been great sublerranean reservoirs from which the
gate teceived its name.  Whethet the gate belonged to the
city wall or led into the temple area is uncettain,

There must have been room for 20,000 or 30,000 people.

1V. Preacher and Preaching.—Ezra was distinguished
as an expounder of the law. In the last lesson we made his
acquaintance. \Whether he was in Jerusalem whilst Nehe-
miah was building the wall is uncertain. Probably not, or
some tiatice would have been taken of him. At any rate he
is now called upon to read the law to the people and with
great zeal he respunds to the public demand.

(1) Puipit. (Ver. 4.}—He stood on some wooden struc-
ture, so high as to be seen, and sufﬁcxcmly wide to allowe
thirteen other prominent men to stand by ham, and ncdoubt
in somec way to assist him in his work. It 1s not likely

»that he read from morning until noon—at least six hours—
without any assistance.

(2) Orker kelpers.—Besides these, many othess took part
in teaching the people. The audience being very large, and
many of them very ignorant, they would require much pa-
tient repetition.

(3) Character of teacking. (Ver. 8.)—=It was distinet, so
that all could hear. It was exposifory, so that no obscure
passages were left unexplained, and it was practical, so that
all could understand how it applied to themselves.

(4) Prayer. (Ver. 6.)—They began the setvice by prais-
ing and blessing God for what He did in the past, and what
of His poodness they then enjoved. The people joined in
the prayer, by saying Amen, by lifting up their hands ia the
attitude of supplication, and bowing their heads in humilia-
tion.

V. Effects of Faithful Teaching. (Ver. 9-12.)=The
seed rightly sown will produce {ruit 1o the glory of God.

{1) Serrozv.—They mourned over and wept on account
of sin. low different their lives from the requitements of
that holy law ¢

But their sorrow was cxcessive, and it was not appro-
priate on that occasion, so that Nchemizh, the Tirshatha
{governor), and Ezra corrected them.

It is good to lament sin, but better to rejoice in mercy.

(2) Joy.—They are cxhorted to tejoice—cat the fat snd
drink the sweet, which are indications of plenty and hap-
pincss.

The Scriptures constantly urge joy. Paul says: ¢ QRe-
joice always, and again I say. Rejoice.” Itisbétter forbedy
and soul to be happy and joyful—if itis a joy that has its oni-
gin in God.

(3) Charity.~They wete not like the rich man to give the
crumbs to the poor, but to share their joys. (See Luke
xiv. 13, Isa. Iviii. 7, 10.}

The people obeyed and went away to make great mirth,
Next day they came back again 10 hear the Word, and
lcarned their duty as to the KReast of Tabernacles, and at
once attended to their duty. Christians thrive when study
and ohedience go kand in g\:md.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Go to church—we need mutual encouragement.

2. Take the children 1o church.

3. When in church give attention to thesermon, and join
in the prayers.

4.d¢\pply the sermon to your own life, and sec how you
stand.

5. Obey the truth in your daily life.
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THE present lineal representative of the Black Douglas,
Sir G. B. Scout Douglas, of Springwood Park, Kelso, is a
writer of fiction. He is the autkor of two novels, **The
Adventures of William }crmyn.'.‘.nnd “ A Love's Gamw,”
and alsa of vavious articles in the magazines and reviews,



