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rnort. It is sufficiently spacious to receive three
Lor four ships, which might lie there at anchor,
“and with an excellent bottom, it affords the best of
“shelter.  The sea is perfectly smooth and it is so
' eompletely landlocked, that at no time can the water
s he ngitated.  The tide rises only seven or eight feet.
" The channel throughout all its length presents no
dangzers, and close to its shores, which are bold, is
a considerable depth of water. At the time of taking
the noon_ observation, the west point of Hippah Is-
land, or Nesto, for which the boat was steering, boro
sonth by west at the distance of two leagues; he con-
tinued his course, and at half past 1 o'clock, v. x., he
doubled the west point of Hippah Island, which he
somnded very closely, and proceeded to examine the
channel which separates it }x'nm the main land of the
large island; but the tide which was coming out of it
and the wind that was blowing down it, drove the
long boat violently back to the southward, and at half
past 3 . 3., he discovered the Solide standing in for
the land. He steered to join her, and at 5 o'clok r.
¥ e got on board, and Capt. Marchand stood for
the entrance of Barelay Sound, on Vincouver Island,
on his way to China.

There is no 1ecord of any other navigator passing
through the channel which separates Nesto Island
from Graham, nor has any mention been made in any
of the published works on Queen Charlotte Islands,
of this channel or of Shaloo Inlet; if any white man
has ever explored them, it was probably some recent
adventurer in search of coal or gold, who has not
made his discaveries known to the public, and I think -
ihat T am the first one who has called public attention
to this fine inlet which, 1 believe, upon o further exam-
ination, will be found of importance to the commercial
interest, of the Province.

I will here Jeave Marchand, and return to my camp
at Kinosta, where ane of my olijeets had been to ob-
tain relinble information regarding the fishenes, and
of the fish which abound in this vicinity.

Fish.

While at Massett I saw a very fine variety of sal-
mon, called by the natives Swagan, (0. Rty which
thotgh small, are very fat and fine flavored.  This
variety, which are taken in the spring, and the hump
back salmon during the summer, and the dog salmon
in the fall, with 2 very fine flavored salmon trout,
seem to be the only varicties taken in Massett In-
kt. bt T did net leamn that they arve taken in sufli-
dent quantities to warrant the cstablishment of a
carnery on the inlet or at Virmgo Sound.

I collected 2 number of specimens of young cod
iGadus morrhta), from two to three inclhics long,
showing that Massett Inlet is one of the breedin
‘gratuds of the trie cod.  Mr. McKenzie had a smal
geantity of the adult cod which he had salted “in
tenely,” a fisherman's term for a mass or a pile. I
ite satne of thase fish and found them quite cqual to
Eastern cod, and far superior to the Pacific cod cured ¢
& San Francisco, showing that codfish, when cured ¢
‘dear where they are caught, are much betler than .
shen allowed to remati a Jong time in a vexsel's hold. |

The eod are very plentiful on the west side of |
'Qaren Charlotte Islands, but the Haldasdonot carefor @
ihem.  Their principal food fish is the halibut which ‘
-ahoand, and arcd taken by the Indiaus in cnormous
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‘thean while fishing for halibut,

o

to dispose of them to the whites. I do not recollect

an instance of seeing codfish sliced and dried like hal- |
ibut or salmon, in fact the Haidas will seldom cook

them when they have a plenty of other kinds.

Black Cod.
The fish which they formerly prized for their oil,
and took great
skil, or black cod.

i

({mmtitivs of for that purpose, are the |,
In former years, when the Haidas |

were at variance with the tribes of the mainland.

they depended on the skil fishing for their supply of
grease for food, for, although whales e plenty about

Queen Charlotte Islands, and i all the inlets, the
Haidas never attack them like the Makahs of Cape

Flattery, or the tribes of the west coast of Vanconver
Island. Of late years, however, the Haidas have ob-
tained their principal supply of grease from Fort
Simpson, or at Naas River, ande osequently the skil
fishing has been almost abandoned.

As this fish has latterly attracted much notice hoth
in Victoria and in Washington, oceasioned by some

which I brought from Queen Charlotte Islands and

introduced to eastern notice through the Uhnited -

States Fish Commission, I will now describe the skil,

or black cod, as it is popularly termed, the scientific |

name of which is Anoplopoma fimtria.

My name has been mentioned in connection with |
the black cod as having discovered them; this is in-

correct.
on the north-west coast, and by employees of the Hud-

They were known to the earliest navigators |
A te)

son Bay Company, and other white persons for many .

vears. I have known of them at Cape Flattery,
Washington Territory, and eaten of them more than

sixteen years ago; the only credit which belongs to |
me is having been the first to introduce them to the

public in a marketable shape.

I have had frequent :

correspondence and personal interviews with Alcxan- |
der C. Anderson, Esq., Fisheries Inspector for Brit- .

ish Columbia, previous to my visit to the Queen
Charlotte Islanns last summer, with regard to the
black cod, and had sent specimens to Washington
from Cape Flattery, with deseription of their rare ex-
cellence, six years ago.

Mr. Andersan also, in hisre-

port to the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa,
1880, makes mention of these fish from information -

given him by Mr. McKenzic, of Massett; and I had

romised Mr. Anderson that I would obtain all the .
wformation I could respecting the black cod, and if .

possible to obtain some of the fish.
arrival at Massett that the Indians formerly caught

I found onmy .

the <kil, as the Haidas call them, in the deep water ©
about North Island, in Parry Passage, but had not |
fished there for several vears, as they had abandoned :

the villages of Yakh and Kioosta on Graham Island,

and Tadense on North Island, and although J re-
mained in camp at Kioesta from August 7th, till the !

14th, my Indiaus did not attempt to fish for skil, as

we had no lines or hooks suitable for that fishery, but

only a couple of short halibut lines, and some lines of
my own for catching salimon by trolling. We found
halibut excecdingly plenty, and my Indians caught all
we required, directly in front of my eamp, about mid-
way in Parry Passage. Qld Falinso assured me
that the skil, the halibut and the trae cod are in
abundance about North Island, and that tre cod can
be taken in Dixon’s entrance as well as all along the
west coast of Queen Charlotto Islands. The reason

. b ok emimes 24 ot

 antitics; they donot, asfar as Iconld ascertain, ever | why the Indians do not fish for any of theso three
o fishing expressly for cod, and when they do catch | kinds exeept the halibut i<, that they do not eave for §
they are quite willing | the codfish, and the obstacles to prevent them from j




