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*aboyas the sca, and inore than 0,0001 t. abovo the lied of the

Valley.
Aft<'r fivo hnuri%' ril' ive foundl aur cimp pitchied at

Jt%4htiiyt, on tho tiorti".%vost siuln of liormon lt'sutitmig nui-
journoy, we <lose<.n<ld ths, bll ati ratio narth.î'st tlxrtiul
a.i)rotty. avxi.shapetl valley, andI by a littie lako. Two and
n. half liatirs np) a big bîill, antd thraugh a suries of asoonts and
fliesents, lir.,'nct us tn RnIcloli. Here are the rutx ef antilier
te.mple. Tite mail tram Re.,k Jlih lien thratigl %1 n,4rrw wady.
Deir el Ashavir, a village inhahited by l)rusos andi
Christianq, stands at the edmge of tii plain in whichl thc wady
apens. "Pero are the rains of aînatlur teumple, inucli moaro cx-
touai vn and perft-ct tlîxu thnso at Ruîkloh, hut tiviidtiutly rial
mae ancia'nt. Onç' haur dtwn tho plainx branelit us ta the
French titrnpiko loading frsin Beiruit t"b I)aina-cus. One hour
andi a.balf marc antI wu brauiched off te theolad road, and
encamçted on a hill.side by the-' village of Damnaisy, four hourB
freont Damaitcus.

The next marning we wero in the saddle by six o'cleck.
On crossing tho bridge at Dtinmar, a villa-liko place, we
turneil te) the loft on the aid ra-id. 1 had set'î nowhiere hbis
menoti nterile and unattractive than thosti wê' were new crossing
And it %eemed as tlîaugh thf-y wore interminable. At last,'jîxst ahead, %vas a wo.ly lterched, fn an enîjuonco, wvhich we
knew overluamketl thé' valla'y. ~tueof the party spurred tbe-ir
herses up ta it, but 1 kept the road whicm winds te the le-ft
thraugh a doep eut, and as I e'nergod frorn it the city Iav
hefore me. The effect was as if a vision were suddeuly l:t dawn
from heaven. As f ir aij the oye could e, a broad strip) of

g en listeniug liko an emerald, atretohoed alctng the Plain.
T11ra0% gh this stri p af green cauld bo seen au occasions'. quiver
of the Ahaina as it rughe% along, seudiug out, lîke threads of
ailver, throuigh innuimerahlo canais. ita life giving waters te
the roots of every trot'. and ta the bornes and shopiý of the.
pople. Amid sud abave a vast forent of trees rose dames,
towers, and *niniret.,t, aprinting QrAreetully jtt the air, all
shining iu their whiiteno'ss with intense brilliance a8 the raya
of the marning suni fellilupon them. This was the pîcture,
while the haro, grev, glarint, uinutains )on either aide of the
Valley turnisheil the framn'warir It is impassible for
lauguige to o'cagge-rat- flie heauty ef the scene; thougli atten
dettoribed, ne description has ever yot done jutstice to tbe
reality.

W. descended tram the blli whence we obtainod our lirat
view of the Plain of DataMeus, snd en"t'i the city on tho
north aide, winding thrnh crooked lanea botween higli mud
'walls, whlch enclaso fertile gardens illed with ai siortn ai
fruit trces: - he tali, apreadin)g walnut overhanging the walis
the grac4 ful pamegranate. the richly laden apricut, wîth tig,
plan, piear, olive, and apple trees. %Ve otruck iute thi e
French road, sud1 tolliewëd it until, crossiniz the Barada by the
Dorviabes' Miasque, we ftbund the cusitomary camping ground
by the aide af the moïque.

On Sanday we sttun.led service at the ReFormedl Preaby.
torlan Cbtirch. Our party maie up altnnst the entme congre.
gation, as the missienary families wero absent, dweli»g in
mountain villages during the hot season.

A rifle et a few houre tak us te the ohief points of interest
about the oity. Qne of the firet of thes;e shown te the i'tmanger
ie the «"street which is c ill't Straigiht." ( -lots ix. 11 ) A
part af its ctourse ie throngh tho baz Lare, sud it is net now
quite straight, but its identity is unquestioned. lu Roman
turnes, and long atterward, a noble etreet extended ini a
atraight lino> froni east to west thrnugh the city. It was a
mile itlengtb, and a hundred toit wide, auid was divideri by
Corimîtisua calonnales iuito three avenues. On our ridiog
around-tho s utli-ait wail, the spot was p iîîted o'ut wlîert-
St. Paul wus lot down train tho wall. I c is marked by a
doorwsýy with an arch ahove, and also a broak in the wsli.
Near byýstands a toççer on the waIi. the foundation work of
whioh, in e.videutîy Rtoman. We ceuld stitl soo husos bujît
simd staiidiug iii the manner, pcrhaps, of the time of Paul.
Near by is the touîb af St. George, %rho, it is claimned, was
the instrument of Paul's oscape frein the city. A few hundred
feet farther we canme te the Christian cemotery. This is the
traditietual site whore Saul of Tarstis was stricen te lIhe
ground -wh.sn " 8uddenly thére shummed round about hima a
light frona Ieavon." ( -lets ii. 3.)

OÙ r.otunnig. otîtsidieofa tho wall %vo saw -a dilapidated,
lanely-heuse, wf1ih is tisod wso t. Pper's ioaspital, and wvhich
ie said te s;tandi ou the xitu of a îu'olieuse. Passing
thezçe ta the. morth. bide of tlme walt we càmîe ta au uId

moqque, whcre ifs buricd eue af Mnhammed's :na't noted
saints, nd in the cometery near hy are the tombEt af three of
%laIîamnîcd's; wie and athers af'lbis tsîiliy. Eutering tho
rity apain throughi the ast gate, we turned aside not far frein
tîne entratire ta visit the lioinne whcre Ananias found Saul
aud bapltizemi him. (Aots ir. 17, 18,.) The grmtund fleur àa naw
at lest toit feet holow the prese-nt surface of the streot, and a
Latin ch-nel iccuipies a piart ot the grotte.

-lune 10i. Wo brake camp early in theo riiig.. huit did not
'cave Datmasonets iiutil nîter lunth. WVe ft;llnwed :tbe-Fench
rosd ont et tho city as far as I)nmmar. ,Tito ride hy diligence.
over this rond trnm, Boirut te Damasous snd return, winding
over and amng the Loasuon aud Anti-Leban rAnges, te
oue of the grandeât snd mnt comfertable in the worldi Il
in easily made in abmout tourteen heurs... Themorningride
imita Beirimt wau charmimg. Tho view tram, the bold hendland
almnve the river was very grand, emhracimg the hroad expans.
of ses, the mountains. aâd the clty. Once dowu fram lbe
pase, aur route îay &lonog the sea.sbareona a bard, ttmooth
beach around St. George's Bay. The bay dorived its usmo
tram the tr&ditianal spot, stilî peiuted ont, wbore it was sup.
pteed St. George slow the dragon that wau spreading terrcr
sud devastation throughaut the land.

Beiruit in at prosout the mnt presperas town ai Syria. It
has grown rapidly during tbe last quarter et a century, aud
has lest many ef tîxe pectiliar teatures et an Oriental tawn.
T'he site of the city je very beautitul. It stands on a point
wbiolî prajecta tam eut imite the ses, anti an a bill wbich rises
graîlually back tramn the cuat. It is sheltered by a broad
hay, ino which vepsas tram ai nations conte. The lýebanon
mauintains riseon anee Bide, formiiig a waIl ef indeacrihable
majesty, the higher peaka perpettnally crowned with ttnow,
while iu sholtereti nooka are mny villag1 es wbero the tillage is
carried on hy torritcing the mounitain side. Around the town
are fruit-trees anti vines, andi ceuntis mulherry.tnees, which
îgive to thxe environs an aspect et great verdure sud heauty.
Th lcImace was occupied and prohably important under the
Pheniciaus, but hi-t,'rical mention la made of it anly two
centuries botore Christ.

XVe sailed stmon siter seven iu lbe evening; lbe twilight yet
iingered, and the day was atill hrip.bt as we bade adieu ta
Syria, with mingled feelings et thanktulness sud regret. The
jî'urney of journeys, the axeet arduous, the muet peridous, the
umeot instructive anti romantie et lite, wus ended.

W.V had travellcdl frein eue end ef the Bible Land te the
.tbem, well.nigb 2. 000 tuiles, on camel1 snd au horse-much et
the tome amnonig comparative savagee, anti far away from
ordinary humax habitations, yet ail the while with a feeling
Oft saiety sud contentment- sud naw had camte ta the con.
summuatiun oftour plana with iucreseed hodily vigour, sud witi
mmnd and heant enriched.

Tho noble steamer ijided swiftly eut ta sem, sud the
heantifoal city faded in the distance. As wo at on the upper
<teck, aft, watcbîng the ahane, a bnight Iigbt appeared <'ver
the tops ot the Lonanon, sud 8uddenly the n.a rose, full.
orbed, aud cast across tho distance a long lineocf beama, whicli
apankled oupon tho water. She seememd te Bay, in her quaemmly
beauty, Farewellt! Fairewell aur heants reiponded te the.
Lord 1 Land, the land ai aIl lands 1
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BY TUE REV. JOHN THIOMAS.

"Again I say enta yen, thiat if two ef yaîu shall agree an earth as
tttnchiug anything thînt thoy shat a"-, it slial bo doue for tiiena ef ]Ny
Father whicm is in he3aven.'-MeItt. xviii. 19.T -HAT prayer is a moane of grace-is uaL a inatter of simple

JLfaith ta the Christian. Excperieîice et the meat positive
anîd unmnisakable kiiud pute tho queàtion ou'%- of the realme
et mure holief altogothor. Net.ouiy d'oos oxperieuce confirm,
the unaierous sud direct assertions et 8enipture relative ta
the Divine recoguition of and auswers ta prayor, but the
Chiristian enjoya a positive cousciousuesa et spiritual enlighteu.
moent-an int-rease,.et faith in Qed-imd -the blesserinesa of
the Divine nearuesR, as amang the inseparabla re8ulta et
taitbtnl pmaying ; sud so it hecoinea im2pOSsible for himn tp
ecoubt-the reaiity of, the graco that-ho ohiains iu the exercieè.
But -it. wilt l'eweli te aay ut once that this le nitt the abject
f.îr wlich the diuty saud privilege et prayer isa ppoiutedl.
iaîvevor mnuch the simple) exorci2e et prayer îîîsy st-en ta
react fur tho opiritual actvantageof et ti.oul by whieii it 18


