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Fred Erdmann Quits Mining After
Many Yearg. i wss

Takes His Poke to the Outside and
Will _Proceed to Enﬁy High
Ll‘le.

“‘That’s n;y last stake,’’ said Fred

Erdmann yesterday as (1 handed over

. to Agent Miles of . the Alaska  Express

Company for transportation to the oat-
side a poke containing nearly $3000.
“I'm goiug out on the same boat,’’ he
continued, ‘‘and T guess I ve done
my last mining.’’

The speaker was a little, dried up,
wizened old man, with hair uckempt,

- & grizzled gray beard, and his eyes siif-

rounded by a thousand wrinkles, He
confesses to 70 years of age, but, does
it with a Wise Mike look and is likely
to be as near 80 as he is 70. The old
man is hale ‘and hearty, and as he sat
on a pile of freight yesteérday afterncon
outside the express office, a short black
pipe tightly gripped between his teeth,
he became quite reminiscent. -

“Yes, ' said he, ** T guess 'l lay
aside the pick and pan  now and let
some of you younger bucks take my
place. I’ve been mining over 50 years
and have seen someé preity hot camps
in my time, but it’s time I am taking
a little rest. I'm going outside with
pretty near 200 ounces and that will
keep me for a while. No, it is not
much of a stake, that’ true, and I've
seen the time when that would not last
a week, but you see I'm not as peppery
as T used to be and I guness I can string
it out until I get ready to cash in.
You don’t know where I got that poke
of dust, do you, Well, sir, I got that
sniping on discovery on Bonanza and
it didn’t take very long, either. But
it will be my last; I've quit.’’

There was a sort of far-away look in
the old man’s keen gray eyes as he sat
vigorously puffing at his stub of a pipe
and it required but little imagination
to picture hWim two score years ago
when he was in all the prime and vigor
of his manhood, foremost of those
intrepid adveanturers who were al
ways far in advance of civilization
carving the way for future empires,
The reporter pressed the old man for a
short resume of his life on the
frontier, and after a little hesitation,
he said:

““Well, sir, the first I ever heerd
about gold was in the summer of 's0.
1 was workin’ on a tarm dewn in York
state. We didn't bhave very many pa-
pers them days and the country wasn’t
as thickly sestled as it is now, but it
did bear all how the strike made the
year afore in Californy did travel, I
was sick of workin’ on the farm and it
didn’t take me long to make up my
mind to take my chances with a couple
of neighbors boys who had got the
fever as bad as I had. [ had a few
dollars saved up in shin plasters and
these I sewed up in a belt and with
two friends wer put ont for New York
city. When we got there we found
the town half crazy about the gold

- discovery and -ships were gettin’ ready

to pull out nearly every day, some of
‘em goin’ around the Horn and others
droppin’ their passengers off at the
Isthmus. We sailed on an old tub for
the latter point, workin’ our way so as
to save our money. Gee, what a crowd
there was on that boat. - When we got
to the isthmus we had to walk across
there bein’' niggers there to pack our
kits across. Hot? Well, sir, T'm
tellin’. you it was hotter’'n seventeen
kinds of hell put together. ‘And those
fellows and some women, too, just
died off like sheep from the fever. We
finally got across and it was a thighty

sick looking outfit that climbed aboard |

a brig that was to take us north. When
we got to where Frisco now stands we
were dumped out onb a sand hill and
there was the rip roarin’est town I ever
see. There was only one of my part-
pers left, the other havin’ died oum the
isthmus, and we soon put out for the
mountains, It dida’t take ua long to
learn how to mine and almost before
we kpowed it we was stempedin’ here
and there just like the rest on 'em,

At different timies I had some crackin’
good clatms, but I -lnys kept lookin’
kept wanderin’

about., Long in the '60‘ I drifted up

‘ to Montana and I saw ‘em take gold

out of Alder gulch by the shovelful.
Then when they made the strike in the
Cassiar me and my partoer took that
in, afterward mining for several years
in the Ominéta contry ‘'Bout tem or 8
dozen years ago I went back to Califor-

ny and staid there till they magde this
strike npm and I got the fever
agin. 1 come 'up in the spring of '98
and have managed to get along right
ever “since, but this is my last stam-
pede. 1've 3aid that before but T mean
it mow for sure. I've always had a
bankerin’ to do some prospectin’ in 8i-
beria and I believe if the Rooskiaus
ever throw that country open so the
‘Yankees can git in there and prospect

,“there wall be some mighty good camps

spr np.hlt 1 don’t suppose that
wﬂ:&”‘ in my time. I'm gettin’
most, tdo a(d Hiow to think of  doin’

tn} more stampedin’, D'm goin® back
to Californy «and build me a little
¢abin somewhere up in the foothills
and enjoy life the best I can for the
rest of my days.’’

Mr. Brdmann is a typical frontierman;
a character which in a few more years
will be known in history only His
life tor the past half century has been
full of excitement and adyemture, he
has known want and has possessed  an
abundance; and it is gratifying to know
that his d=clining days will be spent in
a manner befitting his long and active
career,
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talists, apd Wllham Ch pche as |
president and * Falcon Joshn as sécre- |
tary. In June ot the following year‘
the company entered into a five year‘
contract with J. A, Wiliaims to pur- ‘
chase power from him to operate its|
dynamos and run ite lighting system. t
Under that contract Mr. Williams in- |
stalled otie of the finest molern plants |
anywhere in the west. ‘

It was thought the rapid growth of |
the city would warrant such a plant, |
and that the company would sell a suffi- |
cient amount of light to make it profit- |
able. But they had oveilooked the
fact that for four mdnths in the year|
there was practically no lighting neces- |
sary—a condition such as prevails OHT
no other city in the world. This re- |
sulted in the operations of the p!,,“‘
during the summer being carried on at ‘
a heavy Joss. !

To meet this - Mr. Williams under-
took to Create a summer demand (or:
power at the mines, and with great |
boldness, and ' what now proves to be
wise forethought, established his trans-
mission ‘line from- Dawson to Grand |
Forks.

The electric light company was the
first stock company organized in the |
Yukon territory, and this transmission
line was the first line for the transmis
sion of electric powet established north
of British:Columbia,

When the line to Grand Forks was
first established, the miners were in- |
credulous as to its possibilities; the
old-timers shook their heads and de |
clared the enterprise to be altogether
impracticable. Therefore the use of the
power was at first taken very slowly
but in a short time
was well

its practicability
demonstrated ; it showed it-
self to he the most economical and the
most practical method of working. At
present there are fifteen motors, of
capacities from five to fifty horse power
delivering at the creeks, power generated |
in Dawson. In two or three places
they litt sluice heads upwards of 300
feet, making it possible to work ground
that could not have been worked by
any other method and -driving out |
steam pumping plants put in to do they
same work.

This great service gave the com-
Lpany a revenue during the snmmer‘
which more than made up its loss in |
lighting operations, The management
of the transmission line, which was |
wholly the property of Mr. Williams, |
and that of the electric light company |
controlling the lighting of the towu,i
were two separate concerns; the com-
pany having no engines or boilers and 5
paying a large royalty to Mr. Williams |
for his power. This -dual manage- |
ment was of course expensive, '
hence this consolidation,

The property Mr, Williams yesterday
transferred -to the company was placed |
at a valuaton of $175,000, part of which |
was paid in bonds and part in stock.
This will result in - Mr. Williams be-
coming the president of the company, |
from - the fact of his being the ]nrgests
stockholder, = The deal wus hruught|
about by Mr. ]osl) n who has been ‘sec- |
retary of the Blettrie Light Co. \mceg
its organization. !
The whole of the mortgage-bonds, as |
before stated, bave ajready been- taken |
up.

and |

Outward Bound
Among the™ passengers. on the out-
going steamer Dawson last evening was‘
Ha‘ry K. Stevenson and wite who are
en ronte to Philadelphia where Mr.

Stevenson intends to take up his studies
in dentistry. Mr. Stevenson is one of
the best known youny men in Dawson,
having been connected with: the Yukon
Iron Works as ‘bookkeeper and after-
wards as bookkeeper for the Eledric
Light & Power Co, He severed his
connection™ with the Ilatter fiym some
time ago to work his elaims, Nos- 11
and 12 on Victoria gulch, from which
he takes with him> a comfortable
~home stuke. N

Special Servico.

Tom Bell is r”ming 3 pony xxprése
to Sulphdr and Quagts creeks. He.
delivers the ﬂemi-'eeuy Nugget gnd
carries mail and parcels, _He wiil
make two trips a week leaving Daw-
son on Tuesday and Friday uights.

Kodak films d:v:loped—so cents per
roll. Kodak photoo 12}4 cents each.
Goetzman' s.

thing at big thing st the New Savo
Friday mba V8. Wnlkety

ndmuslon 1, rcaerwd seats $2 and $3.

Wanted—10,000 gnnn%' sacks. High-
est price pmd N. A, T¢. Co,

Fresh Lowuey'n candies. Kelly &
Co., drugguu.

| rison

‘ opened - last
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orthern Commercial Compan

/)~ SPECIAL IMPORTATION OF =

Fine American Clothing
From the Celebrated Firm of Adler Bros., Custom Tailors, Rockester, N. Y. s# This Clothing Is thhout
Exception the Finest and \Most Perfect Fitting Fver Brought to This Country.

Goods Are Sold in New York City to the Fashionable Dressers of That Metropolis.

Men’s Fall-and Winter Suits of This Consignment From $30 to $50 Per Suit.
A1l Sizes and Different Mixtures.

7
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HOW ABOUT AN OVERCOAT?

We Have the Very Latest, Nobby Designs, Latest Cuts.
Included in This Shipment.

o
—

Is Restocked and All the Famous Makers of America Are Represented in This “Department.
Full Line of SLATER'S SHOES Received.

N
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OUR SHOE DEPARTMENT

All Styles, Widths and Sizes.

AT N NSNS

The Same

We Have the Celebrated RAGLAN- Coats
A Hundred Styles to Choose From.

A

/

.NORTHERN COMMERCIAL COMPANY..

OVER THE DlVIDE‘

Summer work on the outer creeks is

at its best at  present, the recent rains

having made good sluicing and most
claims are working night and day.

I'be rich pay on jo hillside of lower
Dominion continues to -hold out, Mrs.
her manager, F. W Mor-
are wearing & —big smile.. A
recent cleanup resulting from four men
shoveling 26 hours cleaned up $4302.

Mz, Morrison has mapaged 31 so suc-
cessfully that his services as manager
| for the adjoining claim have been se-
| cured by Messrs. Stentz and Charleton. '

P. E. Larg, the popular Dawson pho- |

tographer has moved onto lower Do-

Wejsman and

miniyn as a claim

bought and is operating hillside 30 be-
| low lower formerly owned by l’rank'
Jaccard,

Jim Smith a well known Dominion |

| miner has bought 27 below upper and |

will work it the coming winter after]|
his hillside 10 above lower is closed
down.

The new hotel on 27 Gold Run was|
Tuesday Hy Messrs, Chute |
and Wills, The hotel is a |
| splendid one and excelled by nome '"l
| Dawson. It is a log building over 6o | !
| feet Tong and two stories high with dll;
e]l built in addition. The furnishings
are complete in every detail embracifig:
a well stocked and nicgly decorated bar

proprietors.

| two parlors,

[all of the

{ best and

owner. He ha§®
started

|
hall with |
a batber shop,

room. a card room, diming

hard wood furnishings,
twelve bedrooms and a
suite of rooms fitted as
for Dr.

is papered and

dental parlors
Rhystrom The . entire house
carpeted. Charlie Ja-

mison-well and pepularly known on

creeks is in charge of the
Alex Hadden a
and good tellow

man in the Indian

hotel and is assisted by
thorough mixologist
known to every

river district. George Jesse, an’ East

ern chef, and a staff of assistants places
the dining room service equal to the
excelled by none north of Se-
| attle. o 2

Fire On Upper Bonanza.

Two ¢abins on No, 2 above on Bo-

burned ' to_the ground last

ight, The fire

nanza were
is supposed to have
from a
stove pipe onto the roof and had gain- |
ed considerables headway before being
discovered. It spread to the cabin |
adjoinitig and all efforts to save them |
were unavailing. The cabins were oc- t
cupied by meh
and the greater part of the contents )

| werée saved. The loss will not amount |

|
|

Send a copy of Goetzman’s Souvenir |
to your outside friends. A complete|
;nctona] history of the Klondike. For|
sale at all news ﬁlﬂl)lls

to a very large sum.

Wanted —i0 000 gunay \uks
est price paid. N A.

High-
T &% Qo

We fit glagses. Pioneer drug store
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Goetzman’s

For
Souoenirsu- 3‘9“

-l
mwsdealers

$2350..

ate

{ for the

i Monarch

spark falling from the | 0

The Clara-Monarch expects to leave

Koyukuk tomorrow and will
doubtless be tl t boat {0 make the
trip from !\:\\ufs thi easou The
manager of

in time to take

rains and thinks he w

Arrive
ydvantage of the fall
1 have no. diffi-
1dfoot

culty in reaching miles

above Bettles ant

25 miles

beyond-the |

Before Gold

Three ases

Gold Comun
Freedman
vs. Cauttey

Cautley et al

0
the it to bencly «

limit wdjoining
Domiinicn

Commissioner,

re 1« g heard before Foil

Kodak films
Kodak photos

Goetzman’s
er winy

Ceecil Marion
ed on the
at Nome
Over |
right |
below lower,

11,«-~|:.~nu!

Sarah from

vs

Ii1ti1gat ¥ . Y
tigation 1 & i

Next Friday

ih
on e .
Savoy |

e

:l\(‘np(d 40 cenls P
12%  Cenld o

the songsiress, rtes
s short wiey

night at ¢ p. W & Nee
Leedham-Walker

tey roaod g
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Dawson Dental Par\ors

months ago. With 150 tons abosard the
draws but
and being equipped with very power
fw==machinery the riffles and swift
water encountered will have

no terrors for her. The

| passengers is being limited to 100,

Send a copy ot Goetzman’s Souvenlir
j0 your outside friends. A complete
pictorial history of the Kiondike, For
sale at all news stands

Special Power of
sale at the Nugget office

nches of water |

little or|
number of ]

Attorney forms for |

|

DRSS BROWN & WHARTON, Prors

BANK BLDG., FIRST AVE. AND THIRD ST

OFFICE FEES..

nr L Cement Filling
: &)
Gold Cre
Fuil
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Rooms 1, 2 and 3, Bank Building, Up Stairs
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‘i KLONDIKE CORPORATION,

STEAMER “¢ NORA”

Tomorrow, Wed. at 2 P.

UNDER .THE MASTER HAND OF CAPT. GREEN,

% Sails for WHITEHORSE

R —
el

TRAVEL IN SAFETY

The (
\lrw\

‘aptains of our-Boats are the
‘ompetent Nay i;(/\!m\ on the

Highest

Fivrs
Iiver

WE  NE VER « HAD «~ AN « ACCID

R. W. CALDERHEAD, Manager

r ¥y
>

Paid and Consequently the

..KLONDIKE CORPORATION, Lzmzted.;ﬁ.

Buffalo Duplex Steam Pumps,
Moore Steamn Pumps,
Byron Jackson Cendrifugsl Pumps,

Hendrie & Bolthoff Denver Hoists,

Columbus Serapers.

Any kind of wine §5 per per bottle al the
Regina Club hotel.

Colnmbia Portable 4nd Compound Boilers,

MeClary's Stoves, Ranges and Granilqware,

Erie Engines, :
The Pittsburgh “SILVER DOLLAR SHOVEL
Verona PICKS,
Granite Steam Hose,

z Studebaker Bros.” Wagons,

HOLME, MILLER &

0.

108 Front Street, Dawson .

FULL LINE OF AIR TIGHT HEATERS,
<. RANGES AND STOV

Mining Machinery
4 <e_and Supplies.
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