A RECENT  LETTER FROM
Brockiy. ety BAth, 1874,
) YBly )

My dear Mr, ;  Why should
one disturbed on such s grest and
glorious dsy ss the Lord is now rolling
soross the world ?  Your messeoger
came for the weekly article, One feols
a8 if be’ were s mill and must grind
regularly, ~ Burely o better has
ever been hung 10 esteh the ist being
ground thsu the Ledger, ut why
should even the Ledger be served on
such a dey ae this ?

The hesvens ::'o

"~ thoughts can reach,
thaugborizon the sun pours effulgence
which does pot huro, but piercos w tha
pew life, snd mukes the clod vital, I
rejoice on these great days that scem
JWimitable snd unfathomable, full of
¢n0l he;t.lnd blue brightness, When
clouds déro mot eomo forth, and the
pasilion above is without spot, or rift,
or dim, snd no shadows fall down on
the mountain—[lot me see, what do I
rejoioe in—ob. "I remember !]—1 ro-
joice in tho infinitesimal lifo that I sce,

The population of the globe is pot
oounu'dpgy the human family, Our
egotism speaks of bow wsny wen live
on the globe, a8 if that was the only
thing worth_thinking of, God is pleased
to think differently, When he looks
out of the heavenly window he sees a
grest many more perhaps than he wants
1o sce  But over, bepeath and around
them he beholds an immense life, various,
versatile, inﬁniwl{ c(‘uipped, and with
one attribute in all, the pursuitof happi-
Dess, ;

I sit watohing the ground, the bark,
the old rotton logs, the nooks and seams,
she trces and loaves, and find that they
are the swarming babitations of inscct
life, Boasts of magnitude are outdone
by the iufivitesimsl crestion,  They
live together ay men do, some pursuing,
some rupping awsy, some esting, and
some beibg eaten ; with cvery method
of locomotion, with wonderful sdapta-
tion, not only with phyeical condition
but interspbering with cach osher.  So
that this vest mieroscoom, which men
never think of, is woving alopg with
opormously diffused life and enjoyment.

I am not lazy, then, when I am doiog
pothing. Lying -on your back is a
gseful employment,  Bittiog in the
corncr and wetchiog-the earcer of crick-
ets, the stolid waitings of the quick
darting spider is “as good as play,” and
s great deal better than 8 book, ~ An
alert but dreamy goze ioto the busom
of nature, to see how ghe tends her

_ manifold cbildren, is on tho “road to
education,

Now, to think of sitting down tos
table and writing homilics for the
Ledger /=No, I'll pot do it.  You
may write my article for me this" week.

deeper thian the

Round and round

Peg

The stock of books of the Bank of
Manitobs—oapital $500,000 in $100
shares—will open on the 20th fnst
. Of the 700 Mennonites on their way,
it is probable some will explore the
country further west before settling as
s oucleus for next year's emigration.
Col. Bhaw has secleoted s reserve of
twelve townsbips on the Little Saskat-
chewan for Beotoh emigration, to be
brought out mext year,
Lhirty tool chests, intended for pre-
sents to the Indisns at the Qu' Appelle;
treaty, are in course of prepartion at the
furniture rooms of D, Beott & Uo. These
chests contain & full earpenter’s set of
tools each,
Most of the prairie land west of the
Red River near the settlement belt, is
now settiod upon by s first class of Oo-
tario farmers who are breskiog up large
tracts for next. season’s cultivation.
The Free Press says :—Arrangements
aro about baing completed to have postal
:utﬁr be::deon this Province and Thun-

er Bay, other places on the upper
lakes, by Duluth, R v mﬂhme
saving of time will. dm:z effected, the
ﬁrewnt route of a letter from Thunder

u(, to this place beiog away back by
Collingwood, Toronto, and Windsor,
The Monnonites are highly pleased with
tho land of their reservation, and also
wuch struck with the liberality of the
Goveroment shown in the grant of a pre-
emption right in sddition to s Home-
stead for each settler, Tho probabilities

the settlement of the whole number of

ouu»eo le.

r. Peter O'Leary, the delegate on
immigration from Ireland, has acecpted
un offer from Mr. James Mulligan of
Winnipeg, of $500 as the nueleus of a
tund to assist tenant farm s of Ireland

deposit the moucy together with any fur-

used, only when immigrants arrive, in
procuring sced, implements ete., for their
use,

The listle red waggot. *¢hich has becn
noticed in the wings J¢ (}o fomale grass-
hoppers, JDRID"" 08 itaelf into the ova-
rim of B o cot and is deposited in the

Tell my Ledger friends that I have gow-
to grass, that I am too busy ; ap~" . °
you please, as 8 reason fup »  sPIOF
write this weok. sefusiog to
Xouw ’ ‘
truly,

H. W, BBECHER,

el WD 8 B W—— =
1fie LABOURER'S MOVEMENT IN
ENGLAND, — Recently there has been
s resolotion passed by the Executive
Council of the Netional Agricultura
Labourers' Upion which is of s most
signifiosot oharscter, It declares that
in face of the harsh and prolonged Lock-
ont of the Farm Labourers -in the
Kastorn Counties the Committeo eanvot
foe) justified ip supporting them in en-
forced idleness indefinitely, nor can they
scck public support continually while
the harvest is waiting to be gathored.
The Committee, therefore, J)laee mi-
gration and emigration st the disposal of
ihe Labourer's, with the alternative of
dependiog upon their own rbsources 1t
is added that the Beeretary will
measures to obtain additionsl facilities
for emigration. TFor some time -past
it has been manifest that the Farmers'
would be able to earry things almost as
they desired, the sosrcity of labour
heving stimulated them sod the mapu-
facturers to devise and construct instru-
wents of industry which would ssve o
considersble proportion of the labour
reviously employed,  Besides, the
armers of the Kastern Countics bave
beon sble to obtain -8 supply of lsbour
on their own_ terms, which delivered
them from dependence on the Usion
mep, The two recent censusecs would
seom {0 ipdieste that in this scetion
there was not 8 super-abundsnce of popu-
lation as a reserve fund for such a con
tingenoy as & lock-out, aod on this,
doubtles,- the lsbourers counted -ase
powerful ageot espooisll 'y duriog harvest
time, for brioging the farmers into sub-
ission, Qo the otber hand, there are
ciroumstances whiob make it iptelligible
why the supply baspot failed, and why
when labourcre wero wanted they sbould
be fortheoming. The population does
pot multiply 88 io other parts of Eog-
land, but io sll agricultursl rogiops it is
possible to do with fewer hands then
aro sotuslly employed. The pecessity
of keeping the - poor by moans of the
mif thoy sro earning notbing, has
lod to the employment of a grester num-
ssbor of mep then are sbsolutcly necessary
saving of lsbour not befog ane of "the
teaditions of English Jife, of course the
Farmor koows his strength in this par-
tioular, snd hss pot becn slow to place
bis knowledge to practical offect. Be-
sidos the declarations made by the union
men at their meetings, ipstend of serving
the labourors have sided the Farmer,
inssmuch as they bave given to the
world the wents apd offers of the Far-
mers as well as the alleged grievances
of the Labourers, Far and pear iv was
published what the Jossl labourer has

refused, and what spother maen mi
taking his place, The time of
to be the barvest,
but the men percoive that the Farmers
bave mainteined themselves ot 8 time
when it was expeoted they would be
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97 nd slong with the eggs. A gentle-
man recently exsmioing some of the
grasshoppers’ nests discovered the little
maggot in the centre of the eggs, and he
sppesred to be engsged feastiog upon
LEe ssme, The Munitoban thinks it
likely that the greater pumber of grass
hopper aggl that have been laid will be
destroyed in this way.

Liodsay, Aug. 17—Judge Jsmes
Smith, County ﬁxdgc of Victoris, died
at bis residence bere on Baturdsy even-
ing sfter » lingering illvess, His re-
mains are to be interred at Port Hope,
HawgsToN, Ont, August 17,
On Bunday morning sbout 2 o'clock
the Hawkston grist mills, owned by Mr.
John Willismson, together withan old
saw mill, were destroyed by fire. The
grist mill wes val at $4,000; po
insurapce, It is supposed to heve been
the work of an incendiary.
MonTeEAL, Aug. 17,
Lost pight s woman nsmed Kliza
Cassidy, the wife of Wm, Nolan, threw
herself into the water st the Longueuil
ferry wherf,and hasnot been seen since.
Mrs. Nolan wes married sbout two
years ao, snd ever sinoce she has led »
very miserable life with a druokes hus-
band, Last night she quitted her bouse,
and on gettiog 8 little way from it, rap
blindly to the water's edge, On get-
ting to the water she %sthered, without
stoppiog, her dross tightly around her,
and madly jomped into the ‘river, cry-
ing: I amiost-—] am Jost.”
8t. Louis, Aug. 18,
A desperate shooting affair ocourred
yesterday on the Tenneesee side of the
Mississippi River, near Point Pleasant,
in which Albert Mall and 8 young mao
named Frenham were killed, and GGeorge
Dorpell mortally wounded, and Captain
Coll and two brothers pamed Coe ser-
iously wounded. The affray grew out
of a rivalry which culminated in a law
suit between Captain Cole snd Mosll,
who run competing ferry boats.
SEarorTH, Aug,. 17,
An accident which termioated fatally
occured abont four and  lialf miles from
here this morning, Dr, King, 8 resid-
ent of this village, was driving out in s
dovble  buggy whes the horses took
fright and in endeavoring to stop them
he fell forward and besoming entangled,
was dragged sbout s wile. The unfor.
tunste young gentleman oply lived a
short time aftcr beiog extriested from
his perilous position.

INvERMAY, Aug, 17,

The fire from the ing fallow of
Mr, 8, Tielford, communicsted with
the premises of Mr, A, Neclsods snd
Mr, Freoborn, snd destroyed fences. to
the smoupt of $1C0 to Mr., Neecland,
and s large amount. of fenoce snd Jum-
ber of Mr, Freeborn, The fire is still
raging. Verious otber houses, barps,
crops, snd fences are rzofwd to bave
beenoonplml‘yduuoy in various parts
of.the towpship,

Mount Forzst, Aug, 17.
A sad and fatal scoident oceurred this
morping & short distance from this town.
As Mr, Jobn Quinn B8r., wes driving
over the railway erossing, s gravel train
csl:x'aehinu:iev, f g the horses,
whie ame nuuubh, ruopip

sway c::‘ ':mh'ﬂ' ver from ths
The conductor of the teais
body and on s flat

hen backed the train up to

A Coroner’s inquest will be
row morning st ten o’slock.
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DISASTHROUS FIRE IN BROUK-
VILLE,

LEGGRTT BROS, & ©O0.'S8 OARRIAGE
| WORKS TOTALLY DESTROYED,
This moraing about half three

o’clock, the alarm rang out its loud

peal, and aroused the oitizens from the
quiel slumbers into » state of cxeite-
ment, which was oonsiderably increased
zmhmlut light which illuminated
west end of the town, in the direc-
tion of John Street. On srrival at that

flames. The

a paint mill was kept, snd which about
s week ago was subjected to a cleaning
with cotton saturated with oil;
the rags were allowed to remsin in the
corner where they were thrown after
the oleaning was finished, and henoce
it is reagpnable to su thas they be-
came heated and ignited, thus being the
cause of the fire.

The building was s large three store
frame structure, well calculated to make
o huge blaze. Owing to the late dry
weather all seotions thereof were
thoroughly dried, and the result was,
that in & very fow minutes after the
discovery of the fire the entire place was
in flames apd burning with iotense
fury. The fire spread rapidly through-
out the third storey where it originated,
thence crept downward completely de-
vouring everything that it met. Con-
siderable timo was lost in getting the
fire brigade to work, but once started,
good service was Too much
guile cannot be bestowed upon the

remen for their brave ' exertions in
saving the surrounding buildings, which
are thickly built on every side. The
stables of ‘lorrilon'a Hotel, three dwell-
ing houses on George Street, the ware-
bouse of MeGrory Bros., and several
other buildings had a narrow escape.
The loss is estimated at $14,600; in-

now arc that the Province will obtain |surance $9,000, Quite s pumber of

oarriages and vohicles were safely 'Fot
he

40,000 of these interestiog and industri- | out from the show room below.

men's tools, also several carriages belong-
ing to citizens, which were being re-
paired, were totally” destroyed. The
pnrriewrl of these works have the gen-
cral gympathy of the public in their un-
fortanate loss. We. trust, bowever, to

to settlc in Manitoba, It is proposed to | sce the factory speedily rebuilt sod in

working operation within a short time,

ther sums that may be raised, to be|[esit is an institution geratly wanted in

Brockville.— Enterprise,
LEGAL PROCEEDINGS INSTI-
TED AGAINST BEECHER.

The Brooklyn Argus reports the fol-
lowiog ioterview witb Moulton :—*All
the world knows”’ said Moulton, “that
my honor bas been injured, and I shall
publish & statement in full, pearly as it
was written at first. It is slready in a
rioter's hands and be said his prioter
ﬁnd promied him that everything should
be ready in time for the statement to
pear in the morning and evening journa
of Saturday next.
The following letter was addressed by
-Morris & Pesrsall, Tilton’s sw;mo{vs,
to Rev, H, W, Beeoher: “Rev. H. W,
Beecuek-Sir,—We have been retained
by Mr. Tilten to commence ‘s suit
against you, you will please indicate to
the sttorney who is indicsted to sppesr
in your behalf, so that h'i. msy nzr:o
the pecessary papers u m, yours &o.,
’ p)fgl:u s & PIALALL.

To the foregoing communiestion Bher-
man & Sterling, attorneys of Record for
Mr. Beecher, this morning made the fol-
lowing reply : :

Messrs, zlorril & Pearsall, Gents,—
Understanding that you contemplate the
commencement of an action at lsw oo
behalf of Tilton against Beecher, we beg
to inform you that we are authorized to
sppesr for Mr. Beecher in all | pro-
ceedings and that we request in his pame
the- immediate serviee of the papers upon
us at our office, or if service ean be made
before eleven a. m., at No. 61 Heck's
street, Brooklyn, your obedient ser-
vants, SHEBMAN & BTANLEY.

The Awmericap team beat the Cana-
dians at Halifax in ope innings and 31
rups, .

Chins has given Japan ninety days to
withdraw its troops from the Islasd of
Formosa, and is mesnwhile making ex-
tensive preparations for war,

Tars, Ont., Aug. 17.—A barn, driv-
ing house and contents owned by Mr.
Wm. Keonedy, were destroyed by fire
this afternoon, together with some
and pigs.  The firc was caused by bus
fires, which, by the prevailing high winds
swept everything before . James
Hammel's barn and contents were burn-
ed, also Jas. Poll's, and s pumber of
others in this vieinity.

Oshawa, Aug. 18.—The msn Haszle
who made the sttempt st murder in
Guelph on Friday night, was arrested
here Yut night at an botel shortly sfter
bis arrival, : ;

Flesherion, Oat. Aug, 18,—Fires are
consuming the swamp and bush in all
direotions, Yesterdsy the house sod
bara belonging to W, Moore. Artemsia,
was burnt, haviog esught from the
swamp, the buildiog sod pesrly all the
contents were burnt, including s new
thrashing machine and 8 mew reaper,
He only got insured on Saturday lest for
$500, barn owned by Jas. Morrow
was also destroyed in the same msbper.
Unless rain comes there ean be no doubt
that mueh loss and damage
as there are so many sw.
this country on fire.
graio have alresd
burnt, sod there 1s
maoy more will be
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winds that sually prevail
on the Temisca I1ke ; thi
that they will not
winds on the long stretc
the mouth of the Kippe
of the Long Sault ; four ily, not only
will the delay and dange: on the Lakes
and the hinderances (1 the rafting
groundsbe shunned, bu: the new route
iiles ; fifthly,
Kippewa will
earlier than
thus enabling
nber through
vlumet slides
inevitable to
through the

1
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a to the head

reach Quebec onc montt
by the route now in use
lumberers:to pass their t
Des Joachim and the (
without the usual trouble
raftemen while passing
slides in low water,

The Pembroke Obs
When we add to the al
every man taking out
thousand pieces to this s
these improvements aro o ried out, save
$3,000 each season, the total amount
required, some $15,000, w | certainly ap-
pear iosigoificent, therear about 20,000
pieces of timber annual - produced on
the Kippewa, therefore reasoningas
above, the improvements i one seagon
would pay for their con ruction and
leave a balance of 15,000 i their favour.
Some may doubt these stat meats, sever-
theless, we can vouch for ¢ eir correet-
ness, aod hope that all th se interested
will do what they can t« hurry to an
early completion a work w ich will not
only be a -benefit for a fir 1ncial point
of view, but will sustain ’eir already
proverbial reputation fo: enmergy snd
pluck.”

ver Says —
we facts, that

raft of two
eam will, if

Londgn, Aug. 18 —The Mark Lane
Ezxpress in its weekly rev: w of bread-
stuffs has the following. ¢ 3ad weather
has prevailed throughout tl | past week
bat our farmers have kept  sharp look-
out, and have secured  their crops.
There is no report of sprou ng though
much wheat was stacked poor  con-
dition in comsequence o high winds.
The same we.:t?:er “has | 1led on the
Cootinent. There is little !ifference in
prices since last reports, a hough the
tendency is downward. France is
scnding back here the car oes shipped
hence. The crops here ao in France
are mostly secure, and the dependence
of both countries on forei; jers is ma-
terially lessoned. The lat it estimates
put our orop at seven per ce tum below

the average.
wd,
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We publish, to-day, s fu statement
of the votes recorded in the recent elec-
tion contest between Smith - ad Sangster
showing & majority for M: Smith of
277. We are highly gratif >d at the re-
sult of this election. I sy aks well for
the good sense and moral ome of the
teschers of our schools. B v, Smith is
s worthy choice. His grer - mind-snd
powerful pea have done not s little to
shape the poliey of nations and point
the effects of statesmen in he right di-
rection for the past quarter »f a century.
Heo has declared himself ¢
citizen of this young coun! y by asking
and receiving the confidenc : of perhaps
its largest and most intellii :nt constit-
uency. That of itself wor d be indeed
s great gain ; but when it '+ remember-
ed that the contest was wic :ned by the
character of his opponenf ato an open
fight between morality ap  unbridled,
barefaced licentiousness or the part of
the educators of the risio; generation,
it is impossible to be suffic ontly thanly
sul for the result. It wor \d have beeh

bs.
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ab the Devon Assizes, a case was tried

which has s peculiar interest, and im-
for that class of persons who,

y for the sake of making money, assume

fanctions for which they are in no way
fitted, and by which they 1mperil the
lives of other people. It seems that at
a reoent pionio on the Bouth Coast of
En'hd,mdpnﬁu,whn& row
out, gegured s man named Paynme, not
a boatman, but a stone mason, who
brought along a boat, atid offered to row
the parties, but insisted that there

) | should be a good number of people, in

order that the trip might be s paying
one, Ten persons, in addition to the
oarsman, crowded on board, sinking the
boat very low into the water. Before
they had gone very far, water began to
rise in the boat. Its occupants entreat-
ed Payne to return, but he persisted in
rowing out, affirming that .they would
be all right soon. So they were all right,
as the sequel showed ; the boat gradually
sank, and the great part of the paesen-
gers were drowned, Among those saved
was Payne, who was immediately arrest-
ed and brought to trial. His Lordship,
in-summing up the case, defined Payne’s
ex| ition in the matter, shewing
wiitt were the laws of the lanc respect-
in rson who, either for money, or
evea without such consideration, takes
upon himself the charge of other people.
They were as follows :—

“That the accused intended to harm
or kill anyt ody it was impossible to im-
agine, or that he had any clear thought
of the consequences of what he gid.‘
He was not a regular boatman ; he was
a mason by trade, but ht seems to have
taken upof himself the occupation of a
boatman for the purpose of making a
profit for himself, assuming as he does
to exercisc & somewhat skilled trade. A
gaan undertakes a legal charge, and is

exercise ordinary skill and ordinary
care. If he isa man not accustomed
to the trade—and he must know that
—but nevertBeless undertakes it and
does not exercise ordinary skill and care
then he fails ‘in his duty. This man
having chosen to undertake the trade of
letting out boats to passengers, was ask-
ed by a party of four persons to be taken
out in_his boat, but he refused to do so,
because at 6d per head that would not
have been enough, so he insisted upon
having more. Others were persuag:d
to join, and éventually tem persons went
into the boat. There was a nasty, sloppy
sea at the time, and there is evidence
that the boat was wholly unfit to carry
80 many people in such a sea. If that
was 80, there arose the question whether
it was not a gross want of skill on his
part, and a gross want of care also, to
insist upon- taking ten people, he not be-
ing accustomed to a boat. But he was
bound to know what the boat could fair-
ly do, and what its condition was. Hav-
ing rowed the passengers out, the waves
appeared to have broken over the boat,
and the natural consequence was that
the women bocame frightened and alarm-
ed. Payne wasthen asked to take them
in shore, but he seems to have got the
boat into such a position as to render
his judﬁment faulty on the return jour-
ney. He rowed along, however, and
the result, as it seemed to him (the
judge), was inevitable to a person un-
asccustomed to boats—the boat filled and
was swamped, and several of the occu-
pants were drowned.”

We may add that a verdict of man-
dlaughter was brought in against Payne,
[Who was committed to prison for six
months.

C e — - 0 B S——

Mr. Oumvgzr’'s New SoHooL Law.
—QCopies of the law introduced-last ses-
sion by Hon. M#. Quimet to regulate the
sohools of the province of Quebec are
now in cireulation. It will be recollect-
ed that the Bill was withdrawn with the
understanding that it would be reintro-
duced at the approaching session. Most
of the provisions arc the same as in the
present, the following being the prineipal
additions : —The privilege of providing
edueation for children belonging by
right of nature to tdeir parents, they
can confide this duty to professors,
teachers, guardians, or any other persons
whom they may choose. All the public
schools in the Province will belong ex-
clusively either to the Roman Catholie
.ot Protestant Faith. The public schools
called Roman Catholic are those which
are under the direction or control  of
oonifhissioners, trustees, principals or
other masters, directors, or Roman
Catholie bodies. Those called Protestant
are the publie schools which are under
the direetion or eontrol of similar insti-
tutions or Protestant officials. All
literary, scientific or other teaching that
will be given in the R. C. publie schools
| willgbo in every particuipe in conformity |
with the dootrine and the directions of
the Roman Catholic Church. No teach-
er, professor, lecturer, principal, or
director of a R. C. public school will be

ion of his ubu-g

ion .of the R. C.

Bishop, or chief dioceran, or eure or
est, m:t_«:mt.inuelxilfnut:omﬁe;t if such

i el or Opposes.
Tor Ganeil of Pablis Tostruction will
seleet, or eause to be published, the
books, maps, and globes, which will be
em to the exclusion of all others,
in the schools under the control of the
commissioners or trustees, having regard
in the selection to the schools where
instruetion is givea in Freach, and to

]

]
i

i
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proposed, we understand, to establish in
Montreal a Corps of Commissaires in
the same way as those established and
in operation in London. In 1859
Captain Edward Walter, formerly of
the 8th Hussars and 44th Regiment of
Foot, conceived the idea that the best
system of rewards for state services was
the employment of soldiers, after they
had left their regiments, in some posi-
tiens of trust. He acoordingly formed
the Corps of Commis=aires a body of old
soldiers, which in London and several
other of the English cities while adher-
ing to & semi-military organisation, sub-
jeot to superior officers have efrned their
livings as letter-carriers, messengers,
watchmen, &c., in fact in almost any
capacity. They are uniformed, live in
barracks, and arc responsible for all
their actions to their superior officers.
The institution, since that time, has
taken somewhat of a wider turn, as will
be seen by the proceedings of a meeting
held at the United Service Club, on the
15th Feb., 1871:

Proposed by Sir Charles Trevelyan,
seconded by Admiral Sir John Hay,
M. P., “That the appointment of soldiers
and sailors—who have served their
country with credit—to the various sub-
otdinate situations in the public
establishments would be highly conduc-
ive to the interests of the nation, as
furnishing both an inducement to, and
a reward for, military service. It is,
therefore, recommended that soldiers and
sailors of good character, who have com-
pleted a sufficient period of scrvice, and
are able to pass the necessary Civil Ser-
vice*examinations, should have a prefer-
ence for appointments in the public de-
partments.” ; .

Proposed by General Sir W Maosfield,
seconded by Rev. K -Gleig, M. A.
[Chaplain General], “That a short
period of military service furnishes the
best training for large classes of civil ap-
pointments, the most important qualifi-
cations, for which are not high intellec-
tual acquirements but good health,
implicit obedience, and the habit of
faithfully, and exactly performing any
duty that may be given them in charge,
and that the dposition of the country for
defence would be improved if the larger
bodies of men employed in the Customs,
Excise, Police, Post Office, gnd other
public establishments, consistél in great
part of trained soldiers.”

The approaching meeting of the Evan-
gelical Alliance, in the city of Montreal,
is an eyent of some significance in the
religious history of our Dominion. It
was a great day for Canada when it was
for ever decided, in the matter of the
Clergy Reserves, that religion should be
unconunected with and unfettered, by the
State ; that no one ecclesiastical system
should be laid as a burden on the young
and growing nation, to stunt its develop-
ment and hinder its growth and progress.
It marks another era, when we see the
voluntary association of the Christian
denominations to declare that, while they
rejoice in their liberty, and love their
individuality, yet that they love also
their common relationship, and rejoice
in their substantial unity.

The Union between the Wesleyan and
New Connexion Methodist churches may
now be regarded as an accomplished fact.
A special meeting of the New Connexion
Conference was recently held at Milton
for the purpose of making final arrange-
ments for the carrying out of the Con-
ference arrangements regarding uniom.
The report of the special Committee
was unapimously adopted. A number
of ministers and laymen were eleoted
delegates to the first Geeneral Conference
of the United Church which will take
place in Toronto in September. Tt will
be comprised of ministerial and lay
delegates from the New Connexion, the
London, Toronto, Montreal and Eastern
British * America Conferences.” The
General Conference will meet every four
years and the others annually.

England, France, Ge rmany, Austria,
Holland and Italy have recognized the
Spanish Republic, and it is  reported
that the Pope will soon ‘recognize Ser-
ano as President” of that conntry. The
Spanish Government has thanked Ger-
many for taking the ipitiative in the
movement for recognition. The Lon-
don Times, in an oditorial article, says
England would have recognized Spain
some time ago, but the reluctance of
France and the indifference of Germany
prevented. The Pall Mall Gazette
cays that Rpssio hesitates to recognize
the lepublle, becanse doing so would
strengthen the cause of Republicanism
in Europe. Fighting still goes on in
Spain, but is not decisive. Some Re-
publican victories of mo great import-
ance are announced. '

This isa trying time for young trees.
Those that were set this Spring, and
have appeared to be doing well thus far,
may succumb to the long continued
drought and heat of midsummer. It
is safest to mulch all young trees ; but
where this has not been done, all those
that show signs of suffering should be
attended to atonce. A timely mulching
may save the tree. It makes but lit-
tle difference what material is used so
that the soil around the reots is prevented
from losing its moisture by evaporation.
Stones, if most convenient, will.answer
as well as anything. If the trumk is
fally exposed to the sum, it should be
proteoted from intense heat, a couple of

- | boardstacked together. like a trough
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and set up against the: trunk,” will far-
nish the required shade ; or the trank

shooting | ey be bound witha hay rope; or be
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chemical changes which sugar undergoes
in passing downwards towards a dead,
inorganie econdition, & substance is pro-
duced which has been the cause of more
sorrow, crime and suffering than all other
evil agencics that have afflicted the
world, It has caused tens of thousands
of murders, and uncounted instances of
robbery, theft, arson, incest, and suicide ;
it has brought misery and want into
millions of households; it has filled alm
houses and asylums with wretehed vic-
tims; it sends a never ending procession
of crime-stained men and women to
prison and the gallows. What an awful
indictment this is to bring against a
substance which stands so closely - allied
in chemical relationship to innocent
sugar ? Alcohol is nota nataral product ;
it can only result from =a spontaneous
change which is excited in saccharine
liquids under the influcnce of a ferment.
Ifin the order of things this chemical
change bad been impossible, the human
race would have becn saved from shed-
ding tears, the aggregate volume of
which reaches to that of a mighty river.
But alas ! atoms of carbon, bydrogen,
and oxygen are permitted to group them
selves in a way to form the maddening
liquid ; and thegreat enemy to human
happiness confronts us in all our domes-
tie, industrial, and commercial relations.
If through disarrangement of  Nature's
laws the. vinous fermentative process
should suddenly cease, and not another
drop of any kind of spirituous liquors
be produced, no sensible harm would
come to any industrial or art process,
and no absolute want in medicine would
be encountered. .Carcfully viewing the
matter from the standpoints of the chem-
ist, physician, and artist, we unhesitat-
ingly declar¢ that the world in its present
advanced stage has no nced of alcohol ;
it is simply convenient, but not necessary.
Why not then make a determined effort
to rid the country and the world of the
monster ?  Although alcohol results, a$
we have said, from spontancous changes,
yet the aid of pan is necessary to form
the - various zluids containing it iato
attractive and permanent beverages.—
The fermentation of the juices of grapes
and other fruits produccs alcohol; but
if let alone, Nature wiil not allow the
spiri¢ to rewmain except for. a brief
space of time. Nature abhorsnot only
a vacuum, but manifestly one of her pro-
duets, for alcohol is so unstable in its
attenuated combinations that, if left to
itself, it speedily rums down into the
harmless. form of acetic acid.

If man ceases to interfere in the series
of natural changes which saoccaharine
liquids spontaneously undergo, alcohol
will not survive long enough to do mis-
chief. Why not then compel the great
army of men engaged in isolating and
compouding the agent to let it alone ?—
Alcohol] is a poison ; it acts inharmonious-
ly with vital processes in the animal
organism. ' In its purest and best form,
it slowly undermines the constitution,
and hinders or arrests metamorphosis of
tissues ; in its vile associations as pre-
sented in these modern times, it kills
with the certainty and almost with the
rapidity of strchuine and arsenic. We
ask again why not attempt to arrest its
production, and thus strike a blow at
the root of the evil?  There is virtue
and moral force cnoughto compel Gov-
ernments to pass laws prohibiting its im-
portation in any form; and there is
virtue and moral force enough to compc!
legislatures to enact laws prohibiting its
manufacture. This is the point to which
we must sooner or later, come.. All the
laws ever made, or that cver will be
made, conjoined with all the prayers of
all the well intentioned women of the
country, will never stop the gnawings of
human appetite, or prevent its gratifiea-
tion, so long as rum, whiskey, wine,
malt liquors, &ec., arc imported and
manufactured under the sanction oflaw.
Aleoholic beverages must cease to exist,
beore the world will be released from
the terrible thraldom which they exer-
cise over human appetite. In makioga
remedy for the enormous evils caused iy
alcohol, nothing absurd or impracticable
is associated with the suggestion, and the
time is not far distant when the poison
will be placed under a ban, as regards
its importation and manufacture, which
will give enforced emancipation to jtens
of thousands of slaves now in subjugation
to the monster.

The value of autographs and manu-
scripts is direeted, no doubt, by the same
general laws which regulate the prices of
other articles placed on the market.
There is, nevertheless, something ouri-
ously interesting in the process by which
a piece of paper with a few words writ-
ten on it (not being bank paper or at all
akin to it), on which the writér sets no
value, on which, perhaps, for years after
it has been written on, no person sets any
patticular value, becomes, at last, a
precious commodity, for the possession
of which rich men vie with each other,
and the purchaser of which becomes an
object of envy to his friends. Such
docements are often of ne use whatever,
being simple curiosities, but by literary
virtuost they are no less prized. Not
long since at the sale of Sir Wm. Tite’s
library in Eogland, which lasted for
sixteen days, autograph letters of the
following personages were bought for
the sums attached to their respective
names: Lord Bacon, £21; Burns, 25;
Oliver Cromwell, £106; Nell Gwynne,
£28; Charles Lamb, £14 35s.; his dis-
sertation en “Roast Pig,” £34; Mary,
Queen of Seots, £95; Rabelais, £62;
Voltaire, £5 5s., etc., etc. Many of
these letters were of intrinsic, as well as

The @isoussions provoked by the .
Draft ity Treaty have brought
the lum!| interest of the country
into the foreground, and the convention
of lumbermen recently held in Ottawa
bas thrown light upon the importance of
this leading bramch of trade. From
papers read at that Conmvention, we
learn that the suicidal process of de-
nudation has stripped the whole of the
New England States of their forests,
with the single exception of Maine, and
even there, there is the best authority
for stating that five hundred millions of
feet, inch measure, or about a third of
one year’s production of Canada, would
exhaust every foot of timber in that
State. Of the Middle States, Pennsyl-
vania is the only one which has retained
something of its woods; but there also
three year's stocking, at five hundred
millions per year, would entirely exhaust
the pine timber now standing, In the
North and North West, Michigan stands
at the head of the pine-producing States,
its area being three and a half millions
of acres. But as from two hundred and
fifty to three hundred thousand acres are
stripped aocually, the supply of this
State will be entirely used up in twelve
or fourteen years. Wisconsin and Min-
pesota have together aboutas much pine
timber as Michigan, but they too, are
rapidly stripping their territory, while
the cost of transportation effectually ex-
cludes them from competition with
Canada in the Eastern markets. Canada
remains in undisp\‘lmd possession of the
lumber supply of this continent, and it
only remains with her to husbaod her
resources and make provident use of her
opportunities.

THE SPREAD oF CHOLERA.—Recent

investigations in regard to the nature of
chelcra, when regarded from one point

of view, are by no means reassuriog.

Physicians of repute are not at variance

in the opinion that in giving pandemic

eftension to the disease the power of"
buman intercourse is not irrespective of
important qualifications in regard to
time and place, but they hold also that,
these qualifications granted, human in-
tercourse is the essential agent in the
propagation of this most terrible disorder.
Dr. Simon, the medical officer of the
English Local Government Board, has
recently shown that for European Ruasia,
and probably for all Europe—as for
“America also—the infection is slowly

assimilating itself in this respect to the
typhoid fever, a bowel infection of by
DO means rare occurrence. The
probability of having cholera a common
and unpreventable disease cannot be re-
garded except with dismay, although as
it shall become more frequent in its at-
tacks it will be likely to become less
virulent and be more casily dealt with
by sanitary regulations, In regard to
its approaches England has abandoned
quarantinc as useless, and in other
countries has been proved to be more or
less futile. Proper defences against it
consist only in judicious sanitary regula-
tions such as every city and town is com-
petent to form for itself. Such defences
have done much to lessen the frequency
and virulence of typhoid fever, and will -
be equally valuable as against; cholera.
It is well for us to think of such things
in time.

‘The loss which Canada has suffered
rom forest fires must now be something
cnormous, and it is time that some
effectual means were taken to stop the
destruction, which is now a matter of
annual recurrence. It is' everywhere
the same: along the north shores of
Huron and Superior; in the Muskoka
District; on tho -line of the Northern
Railway and in the Ottawa Valley;
evidence of the great loss which the
country has sastained is to be secn in
the shape of miles upon miles of black-
ened and blasted pine stamps. The law
at present in force is practically a dead
letter, for the simple reason that there
is no one to see it enforced, and violations
of it arc almost always incapable of
being brought home to those guilty of
them. The most semsible suggestion
which we have yet seen on the subject is
that of an Ottawa contemporary which
proposes that the Government should
appoint forest rangers, each being allot—
ted his own district and held responsible
for the suppression of fires in it. The
appointments need only be made for the
two or three summer mouths  during
which the danger exists; and a compara-
tively small outlay would no doubt result
in effecting a very large saving.

At a meeting of the Chaudiere mill
owners held on the 21st imst., at the
office of Levi Young, Esqg., it was unan-
imously resolved that their saw mills
be shut down on Saturday, 26th Septem-
ber, next. This action has been ren-
dered necessary by the scarcity of Piling
Ground, and the desire on the part of
the Mill Proprietors not to farther over-
stock the markets, which are at present
glutted at all the principal lumber de-

pots.

The people of Provencher met a few
days since and unanimously agreed to
nominate Reil as their candidate to re-
present the constituency in the Dom-
inion Parliament. The nomination is
to be held on the 26th prox. A tele-




