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Articles which we have in
stock now cannot be replaced
for the same amount we paid
for them, and ‘when we order
again the price is bound to be §
higher. So look over our siock §
and make your selections now.

|_A. ERNEST EVERETT, - House Furnisher

Amend City Charter to En-
able City to Hold Plebiscite
at Time of Election—Ger-
main Street Paving Matter
and Other Business.

At a meeting of the Common Council
held yesterday afternoon, on motion of
b A

VAN DYKE
DRAWING PENCILS

SMOOTH
DURABLE
DEPENDABLE

16 Accurately Gra ded Degrees of Lead
BARNES & CO., LIMITED, .:- 84 Prince Wm. Street

N AAAAANA.

| to make 1
‘| the city of St. John to hold a plebiscite

Fisher, it was decided
ion to the lature
to amend the city charter to emable

at the time of election on any matter
of more than ordinary interest, such
as municipal ownership of the street
raflway or the question of constructing
a bridge across the harbor, In intro-
ducing the motion the commissioner of
streets stated that his reason for so do-
ing was to give the people of the city
an opportunity to speak their mind
when the election of commissioners
takes place.

Mayor Hayes expressed himself in
favor of the motion, stating that often
questions arise of such magnitude that

L
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IS COMMSSON

sued,
the gas. plant efficient?
Mr, Powell contended that this

Sessions Held Yesterday

of Company’s Methods
Gas Plant.

Afhrmnnndﬁvéing

—Will Be Continued Again This Morning —
Auditor Macintyre Explains Report — Hedley
C. Finley, Power Company Accountant, Tells

of Bookkeeping—Ex-

pert Waterman Reports on Physical Value of

The New Brunswick Power Com-
pany matter engaged the attention
of the Public Utilitles Commission
yesterday afternoon and evening and
will be continued again today. In the
afternoon Auditor Macintyre was on
the stand and explained to the com-
mission his report submitted to the
city council. Mr. Waterman, the ex-
pert engaged by the board to make a
physical examination of the plant of
the ted a report deal-

NEW ENGLISH CLOTHS Just Received Direct
Fine Spring and Summer Suitings and Overcoats
- EDGECOMBE & CHAISSON

X THE UNDERWOOD TYPEWRITER

Corona Portable Typewriters, Re-built Typewriters of all makes.
Machines Repaired and Re:’:ted. Supplies for all Typewriters.

UNITED TYPEWRITER COMPANY, LTD.

56 PRINCE WILLIAM STREET.

a small tee such as the
would rather not pledge the city. “The
people pay the bills and they have a
right to speak,” interjected Commis-
sioner McLellan.

On motion of Commissioner Russell
it was decided to grant deeds to J.
Fred Belyea to fishing lots No. 2 and
No. 3 on surrender of the present
leases. The council decided to allow
lot No. 6 to stand for the present.

In view of the recent incident, the
emptying of oil into the harbor, an
amendment to the present by-law was
made, making it an offence to empty
oil or any such substance from any
vessel or steamer into the harbor. The
present by-law makes provision for
dirt and garbage and refuse matter,

but there was no law as regards oil.

WAN‘I' A few cars of HAY from
ED mm points on the Valley Rail-
way. Also a few cars of
Hay and Straw along the C. P. R.
R. G. & F. W. DYKEMAN, 68 Adelaide Street, City.

An lication was made by the New
Brunswick Telephone Company, and
presented by the commissioner of
streets, asking permission to place two
poles on the north side of St. Andrews
street. Commissioner Fisher said that
he, with the engineer, had looked the
ground over and agreed in the assent

A S A A A A A A A A A A AN A Pt

HIRAM WEBB & SON
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
91 Germain Street, St. John, N. B. 'Phones

M. 1595-11
M. 2579-11

to the ication

Commissioner Fisher asked permis-
sion for the expenditure of about $800
to purchase a melting tank in connec-
tion with the work of repairing and
laying pavement.

Commissioner Fisher stated that he
had endeavored to purchase the article
in Canada but could not do so. He
said it could not be made in St. John
and had found it necessary to look to

GRAVEL ROOFING

ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF SHEET METAL WORK OF EVERY
DESCRIPTION.

COPPER AND GALVANIZED IRON WORK FOR BUILDINGS A
SPECIALTY.
; J. E. WILSON, LTD.,
. 'Phone M. 356. h 3 - 17-19 Sydney St.

the American market.
Commissioner McLellan asked if any
provision had been made in his esti-
mates for the expenditure. Commis-
sioner Fisher replied that he had laid
down for the estimates $800 for new
machinery, repairs and renewals and
the purchase of the article would be
debited to the estimates. The firm to
supply the new article, Warring Bros.,

is located in Boston, but they have a

"he Union Foundry and Machine Works, Ltd.
Engineers and Machinists
IRON AND BRASS CASTINGS
West St. John. 'Phone West 15
G. H. WARING, Manager.

Canadian representative in the person
of Warring Bros. of Toronto. One of
the tanks now in use is practically
worn out and it was found necessary
to purchase the new article. The ex-
penditure was authorized by the coun-
cil.

Commissioner Fisher made reference

to letters received from citizens in

ESTABLISHED 1870

GILBERT G. MURDOCH

A. M. Can. Soc. C. E.

Civil Engineer and Crown Land Surveyor
Surveys, Plans, Estimates, Superintendence, Blue Prints, Black Line
Prints. Maps of St. John and Surroundings. 74 Carmarthen 8t., 8t. John

connection with the work of paving
Germain street.
“Do they intend to pay a proportion-
ate of the cost,” asked the mayor.
“They do not,” replied the commis-
sioner.
“Ig it more needed in Germain street
than in Prince Willlam,” questioned

the mayor
“No. I think Prince William street

ROYAL HEALING OINTMENT

A Good Compound C:rbolic Salve has many times
proven its ability to heal. Such a salve we offer ycu for
emergency needs. 25¢ a Tin.

ROYAL PHARMACY :: :: :: 47KingSt.

i{s more important,” answered Commis-
sioner Fisher.

The commissioner of streets said
that appropriation had not been made
and bond issue would have to be ar-
ranged.

Both Commissioners McLellan and
Russell expressed the opinion that the

gection of Germain street between

FIRE ESCAPES
Structural Steel, Boits ana Rods

King and Union was in a very bad
state. ‘They referred to the heavy
freight trafiic on this street and the
trafic brought about by the market.

Commissioner Fisher will report
back at the next meeting as regards
this matter.

Commissioner McLellan asked per-

WM. LEWIS & SON, St.John

mission to expend the amount neces-

Halifax, March b5.—A distressing
fatality occurred at Gay's River re-
cently when the eleven year old son
of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Butcher was
accidentally ghot and killed. He and

gether.

trigger.
ground dead.

another small boy were playing to-
His companion found a gun
and not knowing it was loaded, point-
ed it at his playmate and pulled the
The little fellow fel to the

sary for the removal of ice on North
and South Market street. The com-
missioner said he was not in a position
to state the exact amount to be ex-
pended, but the money would be spent
judiciously as he had a man on the job
to superintend the work. At present

OLP MIp;
Macl\inery

aterous

BRANTFORD ONTARIO CANADA

three teams and eight men are actively
engaged in the work.
The commissioner of finance and
public affairs presented the following
report, which was passed:
|  Your commissioner reports pay-
| ments for the month of February last
{ amounting to $73,484.61 as will more
fully appear from the comptroller's
statement attached hereto.
Your commissioner recommends pay-
ment of departmental accounts as {fol-
lows:
Treasury dept.
! Public safety dept. . 2,082.74
Public works dept. .... . 1,484.29
Water and sewerage dept. .. 1,341.55
Harbors, ferries and public
Jande dept. Lo i v 2,783.711
i gl et B ey

..§ 469.56

THE POLICE COURT.

In the Police Court yestérday Harry
R. Donahue was fined $200 for having
liquor illegally in an office in the
Walker butlding.

————i e
FUNERALS
The funeral of Mrs. George Dun-
ham was held yesterday afternoon
from the Church of the Good Shep-
herd, following service by Rev. W. P,
Dunham, Interment at Cedar Hill,
The funeral of Mrs. Annie Weir

took place yesterday afternoon from
her late residence, 13 Camden street

s
ing with the gas plant which showed
that the gas had allotted to it $380,-
000 of the $1,000,000 of the St. John
Railway Company, but at the present
time the value would not be over
$200,000. There had been spent in
addition since 1895 $29,381 and in re-
placements $19,916. To put the plant
in good shape would require now from
$135,000 to $190,000. At the evening
session Hedley C. Finley and H. M.
Hopper were examined as to methods
of bookkeeping and gas accounts.

Dr. Baxter and Dr. Wallace ap-
peared for the city, and H. A. Powell
for the Power Company.

Morning Session.

At the morning session of the Utili-
ties Commission held yesterday a pre-
iminary report on the physical value
of the gas plant of the New Brunswick
Power Co. was presented by J. H.
Waterman. After the presentation ot
this report the commission adjourned
until two o’clock in the afternoon to
give counsel an opportunity to study
the report.

Afternoon Session,

At the opening of the afternoon ses-
sion Dr. Baxter submitted the report
of R. A. Macintyre, the auditor en-
gaged by the city to go over the books
of the New Brunswick Power Co.
Mr. Macintyre was then placed on
the stand and the chairman proceedea
to ask a number of questions.
In the matter of exhibit D, Mr. Mac-
intyre was asked for an explanation of
tris account headed Depreciation and
Special Deductions charged to Operat-
ing Accounts, and the witness sald
ttat in these years the company had
more money than they wished to show
and so charged it to this special ac-
count. In the year 1916 the amount 8o
charged was $83,116.37, of this amount
over $34,000 was chazged to the rail-
way and $16,000 to gas, which had the
effect of making it appear that these
two branches were operated at a loss
when in reality they made money. In
1915 over $46,000 had been charged to
this special account and in 1914 the
amount was over $25,000.
In the matter of operating expenses
the chairman asked if Mr. Macintyre
had any way of testing the various
amounts to see whether they were cor
rect or not.
Mr. Macintyre said he had taken the
company’'s books and the statement
presented was an exact copy of their
books. He had not made any effort to
see each voucher as this would take a
long time.
In regard to the cast of gas the wit-
ness had no means of finding out the
unit cost of gas and therefore could not
say how much this had been increased
by the price of coal. He did know that
after the month of August, 1917, wh2n
the sum of $5,922 was charged to op-
erating oxpenses this department had
shown a profit.
The witness said this expenditure of
$5,922 was for retorts and should have
been spread over the entire year in-
stead of all being charged in one
month. In answer to & question of the
chairman, Mr. Macintyre sald mm\
mode of charging up the amount would
not make any diiference to the con-
sumer at the end of the year.
The witness had not found anything
in the construction account that
should be charged to the operating
account or anything in the operating
account that should be in the con-
struction account. He had been re-
fused the minute book and stock rec-
ord. The reason for asking for the
minute book was to trace the vouch-
ers to see if the transactions record-
ed had been authorized by the direc-
tors.
Mr. you sufficient
knowledge to say whether any par-
ticular expenditure was wise or judi-
cious?
Mr. Macintyra——I have an opinion,
but I am not going to give it.
! Dr. Baxter = sted that as the
{clty had provid Mr. Macintyre's
| services it might be wise for him to
give hig opinion, otherwise some per-
son might got the idea that there
was something being held back.
Mr. Powell objected to any opinion
being offered.
Mr. Otty said he was not asking
for an opinion but was asking if the
witness had obtained any knowledge
which would enable him to say
whether he considered any particular
expenditure unwise.
Mr. Macintyre then referred to the
| amounts paid to Mr. Hopper and Mr.
Taylor, but the chairman said what
he had in mind was more particular-
ly the expenditure on the gas plant,
and whether the amount spent on it
was wise,
Mr. Macintyre said he was not pre-
pared to say, neither could he say
what had been added in the way of
new equipment to the gas plant.
In answer to the chairman the wit-
ness sald he could not say whether
it would be possible to find out how
much new construction had been
charged to gas without seeing the
books again.
In regard to the operating depart-
ment the witness took the company's

Otty.—!llave

to Cedar Hill cemetery, Rev. L. W,
Willlameon officiated.

books and took it for granted that
the different items were correctly

charged to the various departments.
The division was an arbitrary one for
bookkeeping purposes.

The chairman then took up the

“depreciation and special deductions
charged to operating accounts,” and
asked the witness what these amounts
were for.

Mr, Macintyre explained that they

were set aside for replacements and
there wag not included in them any
amount for current maintenance.

Mr. Baxter asked why the amouts

varied from month to month, and Mr.
Hopper explained that two per cent.
of the gross earnings were set aside
for this fund.

The witness did not know whether

this account wag simply a bookkeep-
ing one or whether the money was
set aside in a fund.

Mr. Powell said there was not now

and never had been a fund, it was
simply an account.

In regard to the statement showing

the construction cost of the property
the witness said he had simply taken
the books of the company and made
a copy of their ledger.
know whether it represented new con-
struction or not, but he was sure that
all the money spent in construction
had been charged and perhaps a little
He could not say whetner
any replacement cost was capitalized

bit more.
or not.

but are not able to prove it
Mr. Macintyre—Yes.

ment, and Mr,

open upon you.”

of replacement to capital.

much had been so charged.

last there had been a profit.

plant.
ment for December and January, bu

said the new company had added
$69,000 to the fixed charges withou

company were

serves. The profit and Joss wag whaf
was left after all the charges paid.

ness.

examination of the witness.

did not pretend to say.
the account as it stood on the book:

pass it

that account which should not hav
been. Mr. Taylor's $20,000,
stance, and the
work at the head of King street.

pany were justified in charging th
difference between the light
which was taken up and the heavie
one which was laid in its place t

stock books Mr. Powell asked th
witness why he wanted them, but h
refused to answer the question.
The witness said he had
quired into the services remdered b
Mr. Taylor, neither had he searche
into the payment to Mr. Hopper, an
he was not aware interest had bee!

ices as manager of the railway. H
but did know that they assumed a
assets of the railway company. Al

purchasers had $44,000
selves.

for

offering information not asked for.
and Mr, Powell asked the witness

months of September,

$488.61.
not this knowledge.

The ledger
then shown to the

showed that each entry had the num-
ber of the voucher preceeding it, but
Mr. Macintyre claimed the voucher
did not give any information.

Mr. Powell—Substantially you were
satisfled with the construction ac-

count?
willing to*pass it.

Mr. Macintyre—Not satisfied, but

Mr. Powell then asked the witness
what he would consider a fair amount

properly L to the
holders. He X that the
$2,000,000 of common stock was water
but said the Commission stood be-
tween the public and the company to
see that the public did not suffer. The
company had water powers for which
they had paid over $100,000 amd if
they were properly encouraged now
would in the future when am oppor-
tunity came to develop these powers
be able to cut the price of electricity

to set aside for deprecialfom an a gas
plant, but he declined to give an
opinion, as this would differ with var-

in two.

Hedley C. Finley, f&ccountant for

fous plants.

asked what this was for.

correct.
Mr.
cost $100,0007

Mr. Macintyre—No.

made until 8 p. m.

The $15,000 charged to depreciation
in the gas plant in December,
was mext considered, and the witness
He said
Mr. Hopper had said it was for a new
plant, and Mr. Hopper sald this was

1916,

Powell—Would a new holder

Mr. Powell—Would it cost $50,0007
Mr. Macintyre—I do not krow.
At this juncture adjourn’ °nt was

the Power Co., was themn called to
the stand. He had been with the
company about six years. In refer-
ence to the King street matter he re-
membered conversing with Mr. Mao-
intyre but did not remember saying
that it had always been the custom
of the company to charge better-
ments to construction. Before March
1, it had been the custom of the com-
pany to charge all new work to coa-
struction and all replacements to op-
erating expenses., Since March 1, the
original cost of the work was charged
to replacement and the betterment to

He did not

Dr. Baxter—You believe they did

Mr. Hopper objected to this state-
Macintyre turned to
him with, “you keep quiet or I will

In ome instance at least they had
charged what he considered to be a
replacement to capital, and that was
at the head of King street, and Mr.
Finley had told him it was the usual
custom to charge the difference be-
tween the original cost and the cost

In answer to the chairman the wit-
ness said he had grave doubts if it
would be possible to ascertain how

A\\'th regard to the gas plant the
witness had found that since August

At this point Dr. Baxter asked for
a statement of the December, Janu-
ary and February accounts of the gas
He was promised the state-

was told he could not get the Febru-
ary one until the 25th of the month.
In answer to Dr. Baxter the witness

adding anything to the earning power
of the property, and up to the time
of the sale the net earnings of the
sufficient to pay all
the charges and provide a handsome
surplus, which was carried to the re-

The St. John Railway Company had
never included in the earnings from
the Eastern Electric Company, and
their published statement was wrong
to that extent, and Mr. Hopper had
gone so far as to tell him that this
was none of the commission's busi-

Mr. Powell then took up the cross-| Mr. Finley, accountant for the Power

He first took up the constmct[gu[whﬂt Mr. Macintyre had said regarding
account and asked the witness if he

had found anything wrong in it, to
which Mr. Macintyre replied that he
He had taken

of the company and was willing to
He did not believe that any
capital expenditure had been made
out of revenue, but he did know that
some amountg had been charged to

for in-
$1,000 and odd for

Mr. Powell contended that the com-

rail

apital. He i 3
;:El ;real rni'ii'gy Ll;;sat:v‘:: (i;:::t :\(;F all. He said there should be a physi-
Macintyre said he t_hough‘t it was |2l examination of each department

wrong. All replacements should com
out of the deferred maintenance ac
count.

In reference to the minute and

not in-

paid to Mr. Hopper for three years
on the $10,000. He did not know that
this $10,000 was voted to Mr. Hopper
three years ago for his excellent serv-
e |coal would be $82,000, a total of $140.
had read the terms of transfer from |000. |
the St. John Railway Company to the
New Brunswick Investment Company,

the liabilities and received al} the

he knew wag that the old sharehold-
ers got $1.40 a share and then the
them-

Mr. Powell objected to the witness
The gas division was then taken up

he knew that the profits shown in the
October and
November of about $1,540 had all
been wiped out, a deficit of $600 crea-
ted by the loss in January, and if he
knew the deficit for December was
Mr. Macintyre sald he had

of the company was
witness which

Evening Session
At the evening sesslon t.e cross-ex-
amination of Mr. Macintyre by Mr.
Powell was gone on with.
Mr. Macintyre submitted a state-
ment of the amount which he claimed:
had been wrongfully charged to capl |

work at the head of King street as
follows: Labor, 222 days

$1,031.45.
credited to depreciation and special de-

and asked if Mr. Macintyre was aware
that of these amounts a great portion
had been paid out.

Mr. Macintyre claimed that counsel
was mixing up accounts and stated
that expenditures were shown in an-
other table.

Mr. Otty said what the commission
wanted to know was whether the allo-
cations were properly made to the de-
preciation and operating accounts and
whether replacements were made out
of a deferred maintenance account or
capitalized. This ended Mr. Macin-
tyre's evidence as he had to leave.
Dr. Baxter then addressed the com-
mission.

He said that in matters of this kind
where the hearing was of an informal
nature it was easy to get astray from
the subject. Mr. Macintyre had not
been produced as a witness in support
of the company’s claim to receive a
greater return than it had in the past,
nor to sustain the company’s conten-
tion that certain sums were spent for
certain objects. Mr. Macintyre had
simply taken an extract of what the
books of the company represented as
facts and had never challenged those
facts or undertaken to verify them. So
far as Mr. Macintyre was concerned
the whole matter was summed up in
the written part of his report in which
he stated that according to the ledger
of the company on February 28, 1917,
the physical value of the company's
t | property was $2,417,875.65, against
which there was outstanding securities
to the amount of $2,057,600, calling for
an annual expenditure for interest of
1]1$112,880, and on March 1, 1917, by the
t|issue of additional stock there had
been added to the amount payable for
interest the sum of $69,120, making a
total of $182,000, and this without add-
ing an additional dollar to the revenue
producing part of the plant, and it was
incumbent on the company to prove
that their books were correct.
Mr. Otty said the commission had
called Mr. Macintyre to see if he could
give them any light on the question as
to whether the company were making
replacements and charging them to|
capital, and whether the construction
account as it now stood was justified.
Mr. Powell said he wanted to call

t

{Co., to the stand in consequence of

the King street work, but before doing
so he wanted to make a few remarks.
He said that what his friend Dr.
Baxter had said would be applicable if
s | the auditor had not impeached the
motives of the men who composed the
Power Co. by charging that entries
had been made and sums charged to
various accounts to conceal profits. He
claimed that in this Mr. Macintyre was
wrong. He had also stated that not
only had the company a paying busi-
ness in the street railway and electric
light, but in the gas as well, and again
he was wrong.
The company had been held up in its
application by reason of the statement
in the report but he did not think the
commission were going to take them

(-]

e

T
o

of the company’s business.
Even taking into consideration the
$69,000 referred to by his learned
friend as having been added to the
cost of the company he had to balance
it a loss of $58,000 on the electric light
caused by the cut in rates.
Mr.. Baxter—The total for ten
months of 1916 would be less than
$500,000 while the total for ten months
of 1917 was $596,000 this did not look
like a loss.
Mr. Powell continuing said the com-
pany figured that on the natural in-
crease of business they would los»
$568,000. The increase in the cost of

e

e
e

y
d
d
n

tal account in connection with the;1917
coke,
at $2.52,|and the operating expenses as $85,
$536.55, cartage, etc. $495.90, a total of $34.79, a loss of 37,841.19 for the year.

construction. This . applied to both
material and labor.

The company used the New York
system of accounting for the gas
and railway department and the N. E
I. A. for electric department.

He gave the total receipts for gas for
as $49,931.40, tar, $2,477.560 and
$25,684.70 a total of $78,093.60

Mr. Hopper was sworn and gave

Mr. Powell then took up the amounts 501m’3 figures in connection with the gas
plant.
ductions charged to operating account |Was $8,565.10 and for 1916 §18,345.27, or
taking out
special depreciation $3,345.27.
provision had been made for depreci-
ation at all the plant would have shown
a profit of about $1,000 in 1915.

He showed that loss for 1915

the $15,000 charged to

If no

He

estimated that the deficit for 1918

would be $3,734.16.

Mr. Hopper promised to have an es-
timate of the unit cost of gas for the

morning session and also a detailed

statement of the expenditure in Aug.
1917.

The session then adjourned to meet
at 11 o’clock this morning.
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1 our Liver
has important work to do. Un-

der favorable conditions it does
itwell. Ifsluggish, relieve it with
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Painless Extraction
Only 25¢.

Boston Dental Parlors.

Head Office Branch Office
627 Main Street 35 Charlotte St.
'Phone 683 'Phone 38

DR. J. D. MAHER, Proprietor.
L Open 9 a. m. Until 9 p. m.
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D. BOYANER’S
Eyeglasses and Spectacles
are the best that knowledge,
art and service can produce.

D. BOYANER,

Montreal and St. John

NOTICE

On February 1st we change our
method of business and will sell
for CASH. All telephone orders
must be C. 0. D

Smith’s Fish Market
25 Sydney St. 'Phone 1704
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He had been in the position of Mr.
Baxter and had the people with him
11 |but when the crowd got excited they
lost their sense of fair play and if his
11| friend would give his usual spirit ot
fair play rein the crowd would get
after him. The impression had been
created by this report that the Power
Company were trying to put something

and he had no hesitation in saying so.

it | red to by his friend Dr. Baxter.

fent.

bill, the ehareholders or the public?

over on the citizens but this was wrong
The only thing was the $69,000 refer-

Dr. Baxter—This is the crucial thing.
Why should the people pay this $69,-
000? If this amount was taken out of
the company’s profits they had that
much less: to make the gas plant effic-

Mr. Connell asked if the gas plant
were not efficient who should pay the

Mr. Powelt was not prepared to ans-' e )

|
i

|
|
|
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Dr. Wilson’s Herbine Bitters
are specially valuable, The blood is
apt to be clogged with impurities
which are the cause of headaches, indi-
gestion and that tired feeling which i
comes with the Spring, [

Dr. Wilson's Herbine Bitters have
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and have proved tobe a
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Dr. Wilson's Deadshot Wormstick is candy
form for children is a safe cure,




