ing in North End, Last Night,
Make This Announcement--

The advocates of the commission
plan opened thelr campaign with &
public meeting in the Temple of Hon-
or hall, North End, last evening. The
hall was well filled, and the argu-
ments of the speakers were followed
with interest. D. B. Pidgeon outlined
the plan, and gave a brief history of
the commission movement, Most of
the other speakers dealt with the
civic problem from a business point
of view, but Miles E. Agar, who evi-
dently made the most telling address
of the evening, struck the note of
humanitarianism. He announced that
the executive of the Citizens’ Com-
mittee had undertaken to see that
when the new charter was drawn up
any taxpayer would be eligible for
election to the commission, an an-
nouncement that was received with
great applause. An attempt of _.I. \\
Bastwood, the Socialist, to criticize
the movement after the addresses had
been given, led to disorderly scenes.

Dr. W. F. Roberts presided. He
said that it was stated the movement
was a pet lamb, a political affair, put
forward by a certain clique. A glance
at the platform would show the lion
and the lamb sitting together. These
men were supporting the movement
in the interests of their business.

D. B. Pidgeon was the first speaker.
He first reviewed the history of the
commission movement The Des
Moines plan, he thought, was the
most advanced, and the most success-
ful. Under it politiés was eliminated.
The double electidh plan was devised
to keep out polities, The speaker
gave illustrations of the workings of
this system, As to the present
system its weakness was obvious.
Owing to a multitude of uuumi!}levs
it was impossible to fix responsibility.
Under comm ion, any member inef-
ficient or guilty of wrong-doing, mnldI
be readily brought to account through |
the right of recall,

Working of Referendum,

Commissioners would have full con-
trol of ordinary expenditure. But if
they contemplated an e\truonlina_u-y‘
expenditure they would have to give
30 days’ public notice, and the people
if they did not think the expvndl(urg‘
wise could demand and secure a refl-
erendum vote. Another advantage of
the commission was that it restricted
the choice of men, and shortened the
ballot. The average citizen could not
select 17 men, whom he knew per-
sonally to be competent and honest.

T. H. Estabrooks said the commis-
sion was a plan to apply Dbusiness
principles to civic affairs. It was an
evolution—not a revolution. The only
vital change was that the citizens em-
ployed five men and paid them, in-
stead of employing seventeen and not
paying them. It abolished the ward
system which engendered sectional-
ism and selfishness. The double elec-
tion plan gave the citizens two chances
to sift the candidates. ”

Men were supposed to serve through
public spirit. But civie government
was mainly a matter of reducing tax
and insurance rates, and men could
not be expected to carry om every-
body’s business without pay. St. John
had been fortunate. Its aldermen
had been honest; even free from sus-
picion. But the present system was
conducive to dishonesty. He thought
the city had outgrown the system of
non-payment. The city’s business Was |
important. Men should be paid to|
manage it. |

The commission movement was an |
attack against a system-—not against
the aldermen. He did not believe in
throwing loads of stone at the alder-
men. If the papers discussed the
matter dispassionately the citizens
would soon favor the change, |

M. E. Agar said that in common |
with the majority he had felt some |
disquietude as to the city’s business
in future, because it was.patent that |
there - was something wrong. The|
aldermen were always under fire, and |
a new man always had a good chance |
of election.

No charges of malfeasance or graft |
had been made, but it was felt that
satisfactory results had not been ob-;
tained from the money expended. In|
either case a remedy was necessary

The” pregent system had failed to
giye the people a satisfactory water
service. The council had not given
enough attention to the drawing up
of the contracts, There had been the
same trouble with the West side
wharves,

Town Planning.

The council had done nothing in the
way of town planning. The streets
were not laid out properly—broad and |

* gtraight and attractive. The alder-|
men should make plans for street
plotting, and the housing accommoda-
tion of the people while land was
cheap.

The plan of paying men to manage
the city affairs was in accordance

| with the ideas of democracy.The man-

, agement of public affairs should not
be a matter of philanthropy. The

- managers should be on the job every
day. Now men were pald with digni-
ty—which was not democratic. If
the managers were pald we would be
.under no compliment to them, and
would turn them out any time if they
didn't give satisfaction.

elvic administrators should
wipe out slum districts, and convert
Fort Howe into another Mount Royal.
At present neither the aldermen or
citizens were interested in promoting
health, and happiness, and beautify-
ing the city.

“The chairman, before introducing
the next speaker, said portions of the
on the road to Millidgeville were

| €lection to the commission.

when the uirements
of the act were fully complied with.
Dairy Industry.

It had been said that the dairy-
ing industry in the province was fall:
ing off. A number of years ago the
then government made provisions for
assisting dairying and for a few years
the Industry showed considerable
stimulus, Then a falllug oft began, but
it was gratifying to know that during
the last three years an increase was
shown,

According to official figures the to-
tal production of cheese and butter
in New Brunswick in 1908 ‘amounted
to $298,970.61, in 1909, $281,055.91, and
in 1910, $321,655.27, ‘an increase in
1910 over 1908 of $22,684.60.

All hoped that this increase might
continue and the farmers may give
more attention to this pleasant and
{Jroﬂtahle department of their indus-
ry.

The honorable Leader of the Oppo-
sition, both in this House and in
speeches throughout the country had
stated that this government has a
gross revenue of $500,000 more than
the ©old government pad. Such a
statement was not accurate. The
gross revenue of the province for the
year 1907, the last year the old gov-
ernment was in power, was $969,939.23
while for the year 1910 it was $1,324,-
440.05, a difference of $354,500.82, and
not $500,000 as had been stated.

But under the system of book-keep-
ing by the former government the
revenue from the provincial hospital
did not show in the account and only
the balance was charged up in the
expenditure, and the same was true
with the probate fees fund and with
the supreme court fund. Under the
present system of book-keeping every
dollar of revenue goes into the ac-
count and shows up on the credit
side and every dollar of expenditure
is placed on the other side.

If this system had obtained under
the old administration there would
have been a further difference of $71,-
317.14 in revenue account of 1907, so
that last year this government enjoy-
ed a revenue of $283,183.61 more than
the last year of the old administration,
An examination of accounts will show
that the government with a revenue

.| of $283,000 greater than its predeces-

sors, has spent no more.

The gross expenditure in 1907 was
$960,092, in 1910 $¥,317,876. Taking
into account the difference in system
of book-keeping above mentioned will
add $08,426 to the expenditure in 1907
so that the expenditure in the last
year of the old government’s admin-
istration was actually $289,357 or sev-
eral thousands more than was spent
by this government last year, It
should not be forgotten in this con-
nection that the old administration
charged interest of $71,000 on treasury
bills to capital account andl issued
bonds therefor for making it part of
the permanent debt.

but the arguments in its favor were
convincing. If adopted it would make
for betterment, It was said the com-
mission would be expensive; but he
thought the high prieed men would
give the best results. At present the
city paid about $5,000 to the mayor
and aldermen. What if this expense
was doubled or trebled?

L. P. D. Tilley said the movement
was regarded by some as a Liberal
one, but there were many good Con-
servatives on the platform. St. John
was pretty well governed in some re-
spects, but very badly in others. He
hoped that a workingman would be
elected to the commission, and that
the properfy qualification would be
abolished.

Property Qualification.

Mr. Agar then referred to the Globe
editorial in regard to the possibility
of the commission supporters favor-
ing the restriction of voters to pro-
perty owners. He said that it was
the intention to give every taxpayer
the right to become a commissioner.

The chairman then requested ques-
tions.

Wm, Peterson,
Union, asked what guarantee the
workers had that the Legislature
would abolish the property qualifica-
tion.

Mr. Pidgeon said they had the guar-
antee of the Citizens’ Committee,

of the Carpenters’

i composed of many of the most influ-

ential men in St. John. At a special
meeting of the executive during the

{ afternoon this point had been discuss-

ed, and it had been unanimously de-
cided that any citizen who had the
right to vote would be eligible for
The ex-
ecutive had decided to have the Chart-
er Committee draw up a charter, in
which there would be no property
qualification, and if when this charter
was sent to Fredericton, the Legisla-
ture trifled with it there would be
trouble for some -one,

J. W. Eastwood attempted to criti-

| cize and was called to the platform.

He remarked that various speakers
had said that the present civic ad-
nministration was rotten.

Several voices:—“What speaker
said that? Make him "withdraw.”

At the ruling of the chair, Mr. Bast-
wood withdrew the expression, and
attempted to continue, but the au-
dience rose en masse and there were
shouts of “Get the hook.” Where-
upon the Socialist exclaimed:—

“That’s the way a workingman gets
a hearing in St. John. None of the
other speakers were interrupted.”

After some tumult Socialist East-
wood was given a chance. He claimed
the argument that good pay would
secure honest and efficlent electors
was not valid. “Good wages are paid
to the representatives at Ottawa, yet
see what The Standard thinks of
Pugsley.”

This sally provoked pproarious
laughter, 4

“Then read . the Telegraph,” East-
wood continued, “and see what it
thinks of the Hazen administration.”

The meeting then broke up, about
30 men remaining for the purpose of

forming ward organizations for Lorne, ;-

Lansdowne and Stanley vlrd!.
In Kings Ward,
The electors of Kings ward in fa-
vor of ad ission form
met last evening in the
's tailor

of government

ekt

. 'Last year this
province suffered from & freshet even
more disastrous than the previ one
and the bridges carried away had been
replaced out of erdinary revenue and
without adding a single dollar to the
permanent debt,

A few years ago the then govern-
ment received $275,000 on the east-
ern extension claim and that they put
right into current revenue and still
they were running inta debt many
thousands of dollars every year. It
is true that there was now a larger
territorial revenue. It was $171,000
greater last year than in 1907, Friends
on the opposite side of the House may
struggle as they can to explain this
away, but the fact remains that under
the administration of the present sur-
veyor general and by an honest col-
lection of the stumpage a greatly in-
creased revenue is being received
from that source.

Where was evidence of an increas-
ed cut on the crown lands that his
honorable friend would have people
believe? Statistics showed that there
was a larger lumber cut in New
Brunswick in 1907 than for many
years previously and equalled in no
year since. The trade and naviga-
tion returns show that in 1907 up-
wards of thirty million more feet of
lumber was exported from New
Brunswick than in 1810. While such
returns are not an infallible index
of lumber cut yet take the reports
of lumber trade journals, reports of
scalers, statements of operators, and
opinions of those most competent to
judge, and evidence is conclusive the
increase in receipts from crown lands
is due to the energy of administration
and honesty in collecting of revenues
by the Surveyor General. He was
glad yestenday to hear the honorable
gentleman say he believed his col-
league worthy of no slight increase in
the salary voted by the Legislature
three years ago.

Improving Public Revenues.

The present government was crit
ized for spending too much money,
but would criticisers say on what ser-
vice too much money was expended.
Was it on education, on roads and
bridges, or on what branch of public
service? Unfortunately the province
does not have sufficient money for
needs of all the public services. His
government would spend every dollar
it possibly could to improve the pub-
lic services and he knew people would
approve of such a policy, This prov-
ince did more to assist municipalities
than did any other province in Can-
ada. It is only recently that the prov-
ince of Quebec has given anything at
all towards highways, and every far-
mer in that province had to keep up
roads in front of his own property,
while in this province many hundreds
of thousands of dollars are being
spent in building and maintaining
public highways.

The honorable gentleman had eritl-
cized expenditures on bridges ami
said this government is building
bridges under the forty-feet span
which the old government did not do:
He would ask the honorable genitle-
man who built all the bridges before,
it it was not the government.

In the three years just expired the
government had built and repaired
more than 900 bridges in excess of
the number built and repaired by the
old government in their last three
years of administration. The same
state’ of affairg was true regarding
wharves and the goverpment had also
given generous support to roads.
While the government had been
spending extra revenue received on
necessary public services, it had at
the same time reduced personal con-
tingencies, the = travelling expenses,
the cost for criminal prosecutions and
amounts which members of the gov-
ernment used to receive for special
services. There are now no large bills
for coach hire, which of themselves
would pay the little extras already
given two members of the government
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estate and _otBer creditors
whom was Judge Wells, of Westmor-
land. The hon, tleman opposite
said that Hon. ﬂﬁuzﬂey when at-
torney general had refused to allow
those rails to be #ia but he'(Hagen)
could tell them on best possible | -
ority that Hon. Mr Pugsley had. re-
ferred the gquestion fo the late ?.1
Trueman whose opifion was that,the
province had no that mmﬁ-
vent their sale. It was contended that
under the act of 1885 the ring
had a lien upon the road, but after
consulting that aect together with the
Railway Subsidles act his legal opin-
ion was that®there ‘was no Hen

the Albert Southern-that could be ‘ep-
forced and his own opinion was sub-
tained by other legal gentlemen.

Over 16 years ago the attorney gen-
eral of the provinee saw the Albert
Southern Rallway elesed down. Diiring
all the Intervening time and whin the
hon. gentleman “Opposite was support-
er of the government and the later
premier, why did he not take steps to
prevent the road being closed and the
rails sold?

In this conneetion he read what Mr.
W. A. Trueman had written “within
the last eight or tem years I have been
urged by parties most interested in
realizing upon the asset to take and
sell rails. Judge Wells presented a
strong opinion, but I had power to do
8o legally and I beeame convinced that
there was no legal obstacle in the
way of my doing so. I am strictly
bound by and I see no way that I
can avoid carrying into effect proyis-
ions of that deed.” £

He (Hazen) would submit this to
the House, and to the country on his
reputation as lawyer and as Attorney
General of this province.

Mr. Trueman Responsible.

The impression had also been creat-
ed by the honorable gentleman oppo-
site that Fowler and Jonah were not
acting honestly in this matter and that
the creditors would mot receive an ac-
counting. He might say that it was
not Fowler and Jonah who had to
account to the creditors but W. A.
Trueman, who as attorney acting for
creditors is respomsible to them and
the courts could compel him to give
a strict account. In this connection
Mr. Trueman wrote “at the present
position of the matter I may say that
Mr. Jonah has pald over to me the
sum of ten thousand dollars and in
respect of the balance .in his hands,
we are just waitingiuntil some un-
settled matters are séttled for an ad-|
justing and closing up of the whole
matter. I have paid Judge Wells his
money, $5,000, and the balance is on
deposit with the Royal Bank of Can-
ada here to my account as trustee. I
am exceedingly sorry that the busi-
ness has caused all this commotion,
and that it has been and is being made
use of for political ends. There is
nothing in that which is not open and
above board so far as I know and be-
lieve, or anything that should be drag
ged in as a political gquestion or to
make political capital ont of. If any
one has any complaint to make he is
at liberty to call in the aild of the|
courts and we will meet them there. |
As soon a8 we get some matters ad- |
justed we will meet the creditors andi
account.”

In view of this statéement by the
trustee, Mr, Trueman, would his hon-
orable friend still make reflections
upon the honesty and professional

<%

Opposition Criti

The leader of the opposition stated
that this government had transferred
expenditures on current account to
special account by ‘ofder in council.
The records show that that was for
expenditures made on permanent
bridges and on certificate of the
chief engineer as provided in the act.
He had also wished the government
to declare its policy regarding ¢rown
land leases. Those leases have seven
years yet to run and before that time
the, government will tell the country
and lumbermen what its policy will
be and they may rest assured that it
will be such as will take into consid-
eration every interest.

Reference had' also been made. to
bond issues negotiated by the govern-
ment and comparisons made with
loans effected by the honorable gen-
tleman when he was provincial sec-
retary. The loan which the honor
able gentleman made was at a dis-
count of flve per cent. After change
of government and when financiers
had felt restored confildence in this
province, because of the new govern-
ment, the latter had been able to re-
new that loan at four per eent. Later
at an opportune time whenh the pres-
ent provinecial secretary had negotiar-
ed a permanent loan, he had done so
at a price that nettéd close to four
per cent, a very favorable showing,
and precisely the same as received by
the larger and wealthy province of

Ontario.
Albert: Southern,

The Albert Southern Railway has
come in for eonsiderable discussion at
the hands of the hon. tleman. This
was not by any means a new question,
At the last eession he (Hazen)

not helieve th: p%ﬂtnocr: :wl the po-
wer to prevent er rom taking
up rails of the Albert South

standing of two 1 ble attorneys
in this province and upon himself as
Attorney General, If there was any
point at all in his critieisms, his state-
mounts amounted to reflections, was
the honorable gentleman actuated by
regard for creditors or was it not
more anxiety for some assumed poli-
tical effect it might have?

Picayune Attacks.

Another matter which the honorable
geutleman had seen fit to bring before
the House, and upon which he had
grounded an attack upon the govern-
ment, was that a constable in: Albert
county had arrested ayman at a faner-
al, He had heard all sorts of attacks
upon government, but never before
anything quite as picayune. If there
was anything wrong in the constable’s
actions; he did not see why the gov-
ernment was to blame, because the
constable was doubtless an appointee
of the municipal couneil of Albert.
There were two sides to this story,
as well as to every other story, and
from what he knew of the matter the

duct of the cc ble was not so
reprehenslbie as had been represent-
ed. He would be pleased to show a
statement of the matter to the leader
of the ition, which letely

told the hon, gentleman that he did|

ted the c table and put an
entirely different light en‘the question
The honorable gentléman had also
gone considerably out'of his way to
criticise some expendituves on brid-
ges. As had been previously stated,
the government had been building and
repairing many hundréd “bridges, and
in all the number the honorable
gentleman had selected only two for
criticism, the Melanson bridge, and
one he called the Burder-Goodwin
bridge. A

ce 8180 laid in cement. The roadway

was
cost of the work which was of a most
permanent character, was $245.09. Theé|
Melanson bridge was referred to in
the auditor general's report, 1908}
page 95. This was a 27 feet span across,
a deep gully and on a public road.
The old bridge had tumbled in and
the structural superintemdent recom-
mended a stone culvert and fill. This
was laid in cement with retaining
walls on either side of the roadway,

was raised bullt entirely. of stone. and
covered with gravel. The permanent
character of the work could be infer-
red #from the fact that stone and ce-
ment alone cost about $500 and lum.]
ber only $2.75. .

The total cost of the work was §1.-
155 and the structural superintendent
sald the bridge was there for all time.
Did the hon. gentleman say the pre-
perty owners served by thege roads
and bridges should not he considered?
Suppose there were only a few set~
tlers in those districts, did they. not
have rights that should be considered
by the government?

Surely .the  hon. gentleman .must
have a great lack of material upon
which to attack the government when
he brought up matters of that kind,

He made a similar attack and . .the
game kind of statement in the, House
last session and the government had
promptly instituted inguiry before the
public accounts committee and which
inquiry had resulted disastrously for
the hon. gentleman and the reputation
of those who gave him information.

Despicable Tactics.

Members for Westmorland had late-
y been going about their county mak-
ng political speeches and making
charges against the government and
one speaker had sought to make poli-
tical capital against him (Hazen) by
asserting that he was a stockholder
in the N. B. Telephone Co., the Grand
Falls Power Company and held stock
in the Shales. and Oils Company.

He would say that what little stock
he held in the telephone company he
purchased in the open market. He was
not let in on the ground floor and pre-
sented with stock as were some politi-
cal friends of the hon. gentleman,
Mr. Carvell, M. P. and Senator Thomp-
son who were also stockholders and
directors of the company and if there
was anything dishonorable in his be-
ing a stockholder the same dish

1
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other legal advice which coincided

tifiled its existence. They have nowl

u:gé. e wished to|
such contel ;am eriticism
.|ot )?\I men. * .. °

r. Sweehey denied having made

any statement that would reflect upon
the ancestry or birth or social posi-
tion of the premier. He did not know
whether his blood was blue or red,
or what colgr, and the honorable pre-

ch | ts, it
usual nice sounding |
rosperity < of country, ‘ete. Then
our or five paragraphs wers ' given
to reference to agricultural matters
The work of agricultural

hould not be to assist individual

mier ‘should not believe all he read
in his party newspapers. He did not|
wish to maké any statement that
would reflect upon the personal honor
of the leader of the government.
‘Fon. Mr. Hazen said ne would ac-
cept the honorable gentleman’s denial
but certainly reports he had referred
'to had gone broadcast ‘over the prov-
ince as being part of criticisms level-
‘led at himself and the government in
recent meetings held by the honorable
an and his coll in West-
morland County;

Flewwelling Bond.

There had been criticisms that the
government had not realized in full
their claim against the estate of the
late Deputy Surveyor General Flew:
welling, The amount of Mr, Flewwel-
ling’s shortage was $18,693.356 and on
this $9,230.82 had been collected. Ev-
ery possible diligence had been used
by himself and he thought every dol-
lar was collected that could have been
realiged. The Guarantee Company
was not called .upon, because in the
application for guarantee bond it was
represented that Mr., Flewwelling had
to _account to the province for every
dollar he received and expended, and
as such a statement was at variance]

farmers by putting doliars . in thelr

pockets, but there should be the broad

question of general good of agricultur-

al industry, and he would like to see

some proof of what had been done.

The government was trying to deceive

farmers by making them think they

were doing something for them, How

was the Honorable Dr. Landry, who

had spent all his life in the study of

imedicine qualified to occupy the posi-

tion of head of the agricultyral de-

partment, when the man who had butlt

up a fine reputation in the department

was dismissed for political purposes.

Instead of getting 'somebddy with
some knowledge of agricultural mat-
ters for his department Hom. . Dr.

Landry put in 2 man who knew as

little about it as he did himselt.

Mr. Copp moved the adjonrnment
of the debate which was made the or-
der of the day for Monday.

Hon. Mr, Hazen introduced a bill to
aid the town of Campbellton.

Mr. Tweeddale gave notice of mo-
tion for Tuesday next of an address
calling for correspondence re¢
the St. John Valley Railway and cost
of recent survey of the route. .

The House adjourned at six o'clock.
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with facts, it was the opinion of em-
inent legal gentlemen that any claim
against the Guarantee Company could
not be enforced. This was not only
his own opinion but he hnd.!aka“:
Wi

his own.

He might say further in cponec-
tion with this, the province had, not
been called upon to pay. a single dol-
lar for his own services in setiling
the matter nor for legal assistance
and advice he had obtained. ;

The government had also been crit-
icized because it had créated the Pub-
lic Utilities ission, He though
that the commission had already jus-

under consideration the affairs ef the
N. B. Telephone Company. If the com-
pany is a telephone monopoly as stat-
ed, this government was no more res-
pongible for it than were gentlemen
on the other side of the House. The

attached to these gentlemen,
Mr.  Robinson had himself been &
aréholder in the' telephone com-
1y, but had sold his stock when he
thought he could make & Bbetter in-
vestment elsewhere. Did not the hon.

D was d of men of both
sides of politics, It must not be laid

down as a rule that members of the

House could not engage in business|R

nor invest their money in any enter-
prise or securities that they consider-
ed honorable and safe, The Public

The Methodist ministers of the city
had two conferences yesterday with
Rev. Dr. Chown, superintendent of the
Methodist church in Canada, and Rev.
Dr, T. Albert Moore, general- secre-
tary of the Moral and Social Reforin
department. At the afterncon session
Rev. Dr. Moore presided, and after
the usual devotional exercises a splen-
did paper was read by Rev. J, L. Daw-
son, of on The Preachi of
Entire Sanctification. Following the
reading of the paper theré was the
usual discussion and Rev. Dr. Chown
then spoke on Men For the Ministry.

Noon Day Meetings.

The Church of Englaud Institute
has arranged for a series of noon day
meetings for business men and wo-
men in the Trinity church school
house, from March ¢ to April 8. Rev,
E. B. Hooper will address the meet-
ings during the first week and Rev.
D. Convers, Rev. G. A. Kuhring, Rev.

- P MeKim, and Rev. R. A Arm-
strong the following weeks in order.
Secretary R. 8. Coupe will preside at
the piano at all meetings.” b

ANNOUNCEMENT

J. L. Thorne & Co.

Will be open for business

this, Saturday, morning at

55 Charlotte Street

in the §iore lately occupied
by Anderson & Co., with a

full

line of
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