God Lost.

J. DENOVAN,

1. 1n all the Bible I know of no statement more start.
ling than that implied in this apparently simple exhorta-
tion of the inspired Isaiah, ** Seek ye the Lond, while He'
wmay be found." (ch. 55:6). We seek for that which we
bave lost. * Has the human race intleed /os/ God? What
other meaning can we attach to this alarming prophetic
exhortation, ' Seek ye the Lord "'} g

Yes, mankind have lost the Lord! Once, man bore
God's image—God's natural moral and spiritual likeness,
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but he has lost it ; once, man had God's personal friend-
ship and fellowship, but he has utterly lost them ; once,
man possessed consciously the sweet enjoyment of God's
paternal love, and the certain proapect of dwelling as a
child with Him in His glorious palatial home, but this
enjoyment @nd this prospect have been lost. In our
paternal Adamic constitution we are fallen away ‘from
God. By natural disposition, taste and habit we are
“ alienated from' the life of God.' In respect for His
hoty law and the mipremacy of His justice—in respect
for His regal rights’and divine reputation God has with-
drawn from us,  We have lost God /

This is the radical meaning of the Seriptural doctrine
of man's original fall and present condition of sin, We
are thus lost. Not lost to God, because it is simply im-
possible for any creaturs, whether good or bad, to
wander awsy beyond the reach of His almighty hand,
and the observation of His slecpless eye—for ' in Him
we live and move and have our being’ =but He is lost fo
ws ; our nature has been so utterly blinded by sin that
we cannot perceive Him, and so debased by sinfulness
that intimate fellowship with His is no longer possibl

80, if you and 1 con hear
with indifference that we have lost God, that we and our
sncestors have wandered away from the love of His heart
and the sunshine of His face,-~if we can feel easy, con-
with unregenerate’ Hearts in our bosoms and & sin-ruined
world all around ua, s pot this state of ours sad and
conclusive evidence that we have never known a holier

. we mever have .

blessedness of what our father Adam lost by his fall?

In losing Bden, we lost God ! the central Sun of all
creation, the divine Boul of pure love, the Source of
immortal beauty snd joy, the Fountain of happy, bound-
less, endless life, the infinite Treasure of the human soul
~we have lost God !

Is it mot very plalu that all mankind everywhere in-
stinctively feel that they have lost something which they
are all eagerly seeking to recover ? ' Some are searching
for it in business, and others in politics, some in fashion-
able ostentation in the ballroom, the theatre and the

we are ‘‘alienated from the lfe of God." ¥

This loss of God--this alienation from God is necessar-
ily spiritual death and debasement, is steady progressive
downward moral deterioration and degradation, As &
planet that has somehow wandered beyond the controlling
influence, the light and heat of its central sun must stray
helplessly and fall forever away into deepening darkness,
coldness and death, even so those souls that have been
by sin cut loose from the presence and living fellowship
of God must forever stray further and further away from
the light into deepening darkness—away from all those
besuties of Torm and color, and from all that delicious
nourishment that spring from the creative action of divine
living light, into all those dismal deformities and moral
starvation that curse the barren regions of deathly night
—away from that pummlove. which holy, divine beauty
awakens, to that awful hatred which the perpetual pres-
ence of the loathsomeness of sin breeds in the human
soul. ‘

In spite of all the theories which the ingenuity of
advanced science has invented, let you and me be sure of

aristocratic church, some in gambling, dissipation snd
debanchery, and othert in intellectusl and scientific
pursuits, some in military parades and oﬂngcn, and others
foreign travel. Hers, there, everywhere, human souls
are rushing and seeking—what ! Trxy HavE LOST GOD |
1f, That remarkable passage I have quoted in the first
paragraph of ihis article tells us that BY SEERKING WR
MAY FIND THE GOD WE HAVE LOST. ‘“‘Seek the
Lord, while He may be found.” Just think of it : that
reat God who dwells in the highest heavens, far beyond
the stars, we may find simply by honest see 1
We honestly and earnestly seek tor anything that we
feel the need of, such as health and sound edu-
cation ; buutr. wealth, g re and honor we seek
because we believe these things in our o will add
muchto the value, the riance, and the enjoyment of
our lives; and all this d of seeking of our
ving thought and attention, skill, encrgy and persistent
perseverance to these desirable obj king—1 mean
ful seeking, iste of earnestly bending our
niental and physical powers in the direction of “those
things we value and desire to obtain with the fixed
determination to overtake and secure them.
Now, this is juét the moral, mental and physical attitude
and action of who are honestly seeking God, What
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The very fact that many of us are so unconcerned about
this awful loss, so well satisfied notwithstanding this
stupendous loss is surely demonstrative evidence that we
are already far, far away in the darkness of alienation,
and very far gone in spiritual paralysis
Total ignorance of any better condition than that in
which we have from infancy been living makes us, of
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the God of infinite love and grace, most patient and .
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