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R GRAND, OLD MAN

Ms. Gladstone’s Opinions on Va-
rious Subjects.

The * Character Skefch” in this
month’s Review of Reviews is Mr.
(ladstone. Mr. Stead essays to paint
what he describes as *‘ the heroic Mr.
Gladstone, the Mr. Gladstone who for
a quarter of a century has excited the
almost idolatrous devotion of miilions
of his countrymen.” When Mr. Stead
began to write his sketch, he asked Mr.
Gladstone if he might go and talk some
points over with him. Mr, Gladstone
readily consented, the interview took
place, and Mr. Stead has incorporated
into his sketch some of the Grand Old

. Man’s observations on that occasion.

THE PROGRESS OF FIFTY YEARS,
Asked whether on the whole he was
satisfied with the results of the reform-
ing activity of the last fifty years, Mr.
Gladstone said :
*In political affairs I think progress
has been almost wholly good. But I

am not an optimist, and I am convinced

that the duties of government ‘will
always be more or less imperfectly per-
formed. Associety becomes more com-
plex, the work of the government will
become more and more difficult. Still,
political progress has been good and
almost wholly good. In free trade, for
instance, it has been entirely good. I
look upon that with the most perfect
complaceney. They speak sometimes
of the greed of competition, but the
greed of competition is not to be com-
pared with the greed of the monopo
list. The greedy competitor at least
shares his gains with the publie, but
the greed of the monopolist is the greed
of the robber. But, as I often tell my
Juniors, we older men had a compara-
tively easy time these last fifty years—
a much easier time than they will have
to go through. I am very glad some-
times to think that it will not be for
me to face the pioblems which are
coming on for solution. Tae explana-
fion of this is that all the qu.stions
with which we had to deal were capa-
bie of being resolved into a very simple
principle. 1f you look at it, you will
see that, with some exceptions, such as
the Factory Act and one or two other
minor matters, the great work of the
last half century has been that of
emancipation. We have been emanci-
pating, emancipating—that’s all. To
emancipate is comparatively easy. If is
simple to remove restrictions, to allow
“natural forces free play. Now that
the work has been almost completed,
and we have to face the other problem
of constructive legislation, we shall
find it much more difficult.”

DIVORCE—THE OLD POBITION,

On one point, Mr. Gladstone’s con-
victions have not changed. The Di-
vorce Bill: was carried a quarter of a
century ago in the face of his most re-
solute opposition, and he is “of the
same opinion still.”

“I hold to n#y posttion,” he said,
“but,” he added with grcat emphasis,
“although I admit, as we must admit,
the enormous difficulties of the ques-
tion, marriage seems to me a great mys-
tery. It is one of the most wonderful
things in the whole world, and when I
think of it, I always feel that we must
fall back on the old saying that mar-
riages are made in heaven. Marriage
is to me the most wonderful thing in
the whole world, ‘ But,” he went on,
becoming very grave, “ I must say that
of late years, in the upper circles of so-
ciety, so far ag I have been able {0 ob-
serve the facts, and so far as I have
been able to check them by the opinion
of competent and impurtial observers,
there has been a very widespread
change for the wor:e in this matter,
That is tosay, the number of marriages
which obvionsly turn out bad is greater
now—much greater—than it was be-
fore.’ I do not say that this is entirely
due to the Divorce Act. I recognize

with gratitude that there haf nof

that great multiplication of divo
which we at one time anticipated, bul
the fact seems to me indisputable and,
taking the higher classes, marriages are
not made on such high principles as
they used to be. Take from 1832 to
1857, a quarter of a century, and you
will find that the number of conspicu-
ously unhappy marriages has very con-
siderably increased. It is a melancholy
fact which I fear cannot be denied, I
speak of course only of the society with
which I am personally acjuainted,”

THE BRAIN POWER OF THE RACE.

Mr. Gladstone remarked many, vears
ago that he thought he saw a falling-off
in the morale of the Indian Civil Ser-
vice ; that we did not nowadays breed
such men as the Lawrences and others
who had built up the fabric of our East-
ern Empire and had sustained it by
their single-souled devotion to the wel-
fare of India. He did not remember
this when I recalled it to him, but he
said :

“ Whatever may be the case with the
development of morale, I do not see the
necessary development cf brain power
to enable us to cope with the vaster
problems. I sometimes say,” he added,
“that I do not see that progress in the
development of the brain power which
we ought to expect on the principles of
orthodox Darwinism. Development no
doubt, is a slow process, but I donot
see it at all I do not think we are
stronger but weaker than the men of
the middle ages. I would take it as
low down as the men of the sixteenth
century. The men of the si%teenth
century were strong men-—stronger in
brain power than our men. Of course,
I except Napoleon. There wasa brain,
the strongest and most marvellous that
was ever in a human skull. His intel-
lect was colossal—I know none more
powerful or immense.

A PLEA FOR SEARCHING PREACHING,

“ One thirg,” he said, suddenly be-
coming grave, “ I have against ~the
clergy, both in country and in towns—I
do not know whether the reproach ap-
plies to ministers of other congrega-
tions—I think they are not severe
enough on their congregations. Tney
do not sufficiently lay upon the souls
and consciences of their hearers their
moral obligations, and probe their
hearts and bring up their whole lives
and action to the bar of conscienee,
The class of sermons which, I think,
are most needed, are of the class one of
which so offended Lord Melbourne long
ago. Lord Melbourne was ome day
seen coming from c1urch in the coun-
try in a mighty fume. Findinga fiiend,
he exclaimed : ‘It is too bad. I have
always been a.supporter of the church,
and I have always upheld the clergy.
Bt it is really too bad to have to lis.
ten to a sermon like that we have had
this morning. Why ! the preacher ac-
tually insisted upon applying religion to
a man’s private life !’ But that is the
kind of preaching which I like best—
the kind of preaching which men need
most, but it is also the. kind of which
they get least. The clergy are afraid
of dealing faithfully with their hearers.
“ And,” he added, “I fear, although I
have not the same data for forming an
opinion, that this is equally true of the
Nonconformist ministers, Mr. Spur-
geon, I admit, was not so. He was a
good and brave man, and my remark
does not apply to him. But there is
nos enough of such searching preaching
in any of our pulpits.”

THE GREAT HOPE FOR THE FUTURE.

Before Mr. Stead rose to go, he asked
what Mr. Gladstone regarded as the
greatest hope for the future !

Mr. Gladstone paused for a time, not
rightly understanding the question.
Then he ¢aid gravely : “I should say
we must look for that to the mainte-
nance of fajth in the invisible. Thatis
the great hope of the future ; it is the
mainstay of civilization. And by that I
mesan a living faith in a personal God.
I do not hold with *streams of ten-

dency.’ After sixty years of public
life, I hold more strongly than ever this
conviction, deepened and strengthened
by long experience, of the reality and
nearness and the personality of God.”

The Truck System.

The workmen in the mining regions of the
country have been for years endeavoring to
free themselves from the extogtion and in-
timidation practiced upon them by employ-
ing corporations through the truck system
and the ‘ pluck-me” stores. In Pennsyl-
vania, Ohio, Illinois, and other States they
have organized at times quite formidable
public agitations against the grave abuses
of the system, and have been sustained by
public opinjon in their protest, Laws have
been enacted in spite of the opposition of the
corporations seeking to remedy the evil, but
there have been 80 many ways of evasion
that such laws have accomplished but little.
The recent law enacted by the Illinois Legis-
lature forbidding employers to be interested
in those stores has been declared unconsti~
tutional, as it was an infringement upon
persbnal rights not in spirit with the funda-
mental law,

The question for the workmén to consider
under the circumstances is, What is the next
best thing to do ? It would be idle to be
content with mere complaints against the
Constitution or its interpretation by the
courts, nor are they called upou to accept
the situation as hopeless and submit to con-
tinued extortion. Continued agitation is
capable of accomplishing large results if di-
rected on practical lines, and in this case
we believe that & united and persistent de-
mand for cash payment of wages without
deduction for debts would be sustained by
public sympathy, and could be made effec-
tive against the worst abuses of the truck
system. The English law on that subject
has done good service in that direction, and
it would doubtless prove beneficial here also.

An interesting case is now being tried in
London in which the question of a work-
man’s right to his full wages without de-
duction is to be passed upon by the courts.
The case was brought up in connection with
a strike. A member of the Gas~workers and
General Laborers’ Union has sued his em~
ployer for money deducted out of his wages
for rent. There was no special agreement
allowing the employer to deduct for rent,
but he did so, nevertheless. The matter was
brought up in the House of Commons, and
the Attorney-General was asked if it was
not a violation of the Truck Act. The
Attorney-General at the moment expressed
the opinion that it was not, but on the
next day he wrote a leftter to his
questioner, stating upon a more careful
reading of the law he was of the opinion
that wunless there was a  written
agreement to that effect the withholding of
wages for rent was illegal, as it was in the
case of any other debt owed by the work-
man to the employer. This shows the strict-
ness with which the English law guards the
right of the workman to his full earnings,
which in that country are small enough, in-
deed, and there is no reason why a similar
strictness should not prevail in this country.

Unfortunately for the improvident work-
man especially, the arbitrary and avaricious
employer always has the advantage, and
the power of the wealthy corporation is
practically absolute when the store account
accnmulates and the employee is a tenant
at will. That advantage would be still
on the side of the employers under
the strict cash paymentsystem so long as
the company’s stores are run and the work-
men allow themselves to run in debt, for
their employment depends upon their being
prompt in payment.

Those only are really free who manage to
“ pay as they go,” and this principle should
be cultivated by organized efforts. To get
credit is invariably to pay a higher price
and be less prudentin purchasing. It makes
the cost of living vastly more expensive and
the means of paying much more difficult and
unsatisfactory. It places the workman at
the mercy of the corporation employing him
and makes any attempt at an organized
agitation against unjust exactions almost
impossible of success, The workmen’s unions
should do all in their power to induce the
membership to keep out of the clutches of
the pluck-me stores and the habit of buying
on credit, for the credit system is in itself a
snare and a hotbed of poverty.—Irish
World.

Some Russian ‘‘ Conveniences.”

A person living in Russia cannot justly
complain of ennui, for there a child 10 years
of age may only go from home to school
with a passport. Servants and peasants can-
nov go away from where they live without a
passport. A gentleman residing at St. Pe-
tersburg or Moscow cannot receive the visit
of a friend who remains many hours with-
out notifying the police of hisarrival. The
porters of all houses are compelled to make
returns of the arrival and departure of
strangers. And for every one of the above
passports a charge is made of some kind. As
for foreigners, the solicitude of the anthori~
ties for their * comfort " is really touching.
They are scarcely allowed to breathe with-

out passports, for which fees are asked.

THE EMPIRE CLOTHIERS.
SPECIAL NOTICE.
G‘reqz‘ Clearance Sale Previous fo Removal

ON 1st MAY TO

2401 ~ sv. catnenine sTaeer ~ 2401

Fourth‘ Door‘West of Peel Street.

oo

vj Men’s, Boys’ and Children’s

SUITS AND OVERCOATS

TO BE CLEARED OUT AT COsSST'!
GEO. 8. ROONEY & CO0., Propriefors.
your Property and Household

lNSUREEffects, also your Places of

Business and Factories, against Fire, with the old,
Reliable and Wealthy

PHCENIX
INSURANCE CO’Y, OF HARTFORD.

$ 2,000,000 00
3,007,591 32
29,027,788 02

Head Office for Canada : 114 St. James Street, Montreal.

GHERALD E. HART, General Manager.

CYRILLE LAURIN, G. M. DUPUIS
G. MAITLAND SMITH, ;Mm““"ﬂ Agents, IS“"'AB"”"‘ ; i and PERRAS, AR

AGENCIES THROUCHOUT THE DOMINION.

[————
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The Montreal Brewing Comﬁimpény’s
CELEBRATED

Ales and Porters

Registered Trade Mark—¢RED BULL'S8.EYE.”
INDIA PALE ALE, Cabsuled. SAND PORTER
X X X PALE ALE STOUT PORTER

If yonr Grocer does not keep our Ales, order direct from the BreWery—l‘elephon
1168.  The MONTREAL BREWING CO., Brewers and Malsters, cor. Notre Dame and
Jacques Cartier streets,

FURNITURE

——-—_ EVERY HOME AND
EVERY PURSE !

TO SUIT
B

HAVE YOU ONE OF OUR

$3.0() PraTFoRM RocKeRs ?

IF NOT, PLACE YOUR ORDER AT ONCE,

H. A. WILDER & CO..

232 to 238 McGill Strest.
EZ- OPEN EVENINGS.

Thos. McRae,—

MERCHAN] TAILOR.

Highland Costumes,

Ladies’ Mantles
A SPECIALTY.

BEDDING.

Patented for Purily.
and better to -

IT IS CHEAPER. 5 betsz to

ding at a first-class House selling nothing but
Bedsteads and bedding, the Iatter
exclusively their own make.

Old Bed Feathers and Mattresses porified
and made over equal to new at shortest notice,

Our Carments are Artia;lcallv Cut
in the Latest Stvies.

PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED.

2242 Notré Dame Street

MONTREAL,

J. E. Townshend, .

No. 1 Little St. Antoine 5.0 ONLY 1

Corner 8t. James Street.

% . Bell Telephone 1906,




