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OSCAR II. 1S DEAD.

Oscar 1I., King of Sweden,»and fon?n-
erly King of Norway, has been gath-
ered to his fathers. Calléd to the

throne in 1872, the reign of King Oscar
vents of

was not distinguished by any € s
a particularly startling character, al=
though if his Majesty had ’mhen:ited the
martial instincts of one of his great
paternal ancestors he might 1ave had
cecasion more than once to create 2
stir in. northern Europe. But he “"as.
esgentially a peacetul man, devoting
such talents as he possessed to the be;-
nign pursuits of liter:’ature and to ef-
fecting essential internal reforms in
his kingdom. If Oscar II. had been
a strenuous prince, more anxious to
magnify his own house and name than
to promoté the welfare of his people,»
he would prbbably have determined O
Haintain’ the connection between
Qieden and Norway by force of arms.
However, seeing that in view of the
feeling of the Norwegians, it were bet-
ter that separation should take place,
he bowed his head to the inevitable,
and the disruption took the form of a
peéaceful parting of friendly nations.
Probably if the blood of the Berha-
dottes had coursed more strongly in
{he veins of the departed monarch than
the thinner commercial stream with
whieh it formed an. alliance a few
genérations back there might have
beent an armed conflict between the two
branchés of the great warlike Scandi-
navian family. But the good King
chose the better part. He permitted
events to take their natural course,
thereby avertinig hot only a fratricidal
war but possible political and military
complications which might have ex-
tended far beyond the boundaries of
Norway and Sweden. His career has
come to an end and he will be laid in
the tomb of his ancestors full of
vears and honors.

THE C. P. R. AND THF ALL-RED
ROUTE.

It has been apparent from the time
thé idea of an all-red route conneéecting
Great Britain, Canada, Asia and Aus-
tralia was first mehtioned that the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company
was disposed to regard with suspicion
any such scheme. Sir Thomas Shaugh-
nessy, the executive head of that pow-
erful corporation, has set at rest any
doubts there may have been upon the
subject by publicly and practically an-
nouncing that the C. P. R. will exert
its potent influence against the con-
summation of the enterprise. Sir
Thomas is guite frank in his statement,
He is influenced in his attitude by pure-
1y selfish reasons. The C. P. R. is
itself in the transportation business
upon the two gieat oceans. It recelves
siibventions from the Imperial and the
Dominion governments. If another
company were 1o enter the businhess un-
der the aegis of the governments In
question, it ‘would undoubtedly prove a
poweérful compétitor for the C. P. R.
Therefore, having a large amount of
capitaj invested in steamships operat-
ing in the carrying irade both on the
Atlantic and the Pacific, it is not at all
surpriging to learn of Sir Thomas
Shaughnessy’s sentimehts.

The concern the head man of the
great railway compahy evinces in the
interests of capitalists who might be
influenced by purely scntimental con-
sidéerations to investing their money in
a fast Canadian service is also quite
touching. He cites the cases of the
Germah and British companies which
have built extraordinarily fast steam-
ghips in proof of his position that an
all-red route must prove a losing prop-
osition. He points out that the ten-
dencey is all! in thé direction of the
comtnissionifig of vessels of large size
but mederate spe2d. And there is un-
doubtedly a good deal ih what Sir
Thomas says. At the same time we do
not think ships of the Mauretania class
are contemplated by Lord Strathcona,
Mr¢t. Sifton, and other promoters of the
so-called all-red line. The ¢, P. R.
has. demonstrated at an opportune time
~~0bpurtune from the point of view of
the people of Canada as well as from
the standpoint of tHe owning company
—of what can be accomplished on the
Canadian route by steamers of moder-
ate speed. One of the Empress liners
hag made the trip from port to port—
which is, after all, the essential and
practical test in transportation—in less
timie than thé fastest of the Cunard
greyhounds has accomplished a like
passage. That fcat in itself seems to
ug to constitute an efféctive argument
in favor of the dall-red route. It dan-
swers all the objedtions raised by Sir
Thomas. It seems to us it would be a
fine advertisement for Canada and for
the C. P. R. i{ the fact could be finally
and definitely established that at least

.
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one day could be saved in crossing the
ocean by'a Canadian route.: Once the
advantages of the route are established,
there will be plent} of business for the
boats of the C. P. R. and for other
competing companies which will as-
suredly ehter the field. Doubtless Sir
Thomas, has considered what that
would mean for the land end of his
great transportation system. Doubt-
less, also, he will say he speaks with
authority when he mentions the diffi-
culties in the way of the success of the
all-red line and thinks his is the last
word on the subject.

“DOING WITHOUT THINGS.”

A wise teacher has crossed the ocean
for the purpose of instructing the ma-
jority of Americans who are mnot of
the milliopaire class in the use-
ful art of attaining the prive-
less possessionis of happinoss. The
secret lies in cultivating the habit of
“doing without things.” Andrew Car-
negie is so happy that He prays for
an indefinite prolongation of his nat-
ural life. It 'is easy for Andrew to be
happy, because, he has a castle in
Scotland and can ‘disport -himself on
the links there oy elsewhers whanever
the spirit of sport moves him. If he
had to do without the castle and the
links and instead were compelled to
play the part of a *“puddles” in cne
of the superheated rolling mills of
Pittsburg in order to obtain the neces-
saries of life, possibly he might be
praying to-day for the dissolution of
soul and body, finding, as many are
finding, life 4n intolerable burden. It
is an easy thing for millionaire phil-
osophers who lack not any good thing,
or anything which to the inexperienced
appears to be good, to preach the vir-
tues of self-abnegation. Still there
is no doubt that there is a good deal
in what this sage, who is not a mil-
lionaire, although she has not to labor
with her hands for the wherewithal
to keep body and soul together, says.
And this ig8 a very opportune time in
the history of the Uhnited Statés for a
wise. person to set her foot upon its
free shore and preacH to the people
the virtue of “doing without things.”
There are many who for the next year
or 80 will be compelled, willy-nilly, to
actively cultivate the art of denying
themselves. From all we can ]eérn, the
optimism of Henry Clews notwith-
standing, the people .of the United
States are in for a period of dull
times. Confldence has not been com-
nletely restored. Thousands of men
who have had an abundance of work
for their hands to do for a consider-
able number of years have been thrown
out of eémployment, and they are go~
ing to remain idle for some time. That
is the worst feature of life in the
strenuous republic. Industry does
things in spasms, instead of plodding
along in the direction of greatar things,
as it does in Great Britain and in Can-
ada. That is the reason we do not
feel depressions to so great an extent
as they do. And but for the fact that
the idle men gravitate to this side of
the line, to the extent of their com-
petition making us fellow-sufferers with
themselves, the dullness of the times
over there would possess but an aca-
demic interest for us. -

The people of British Columbia are
not accustomed to doing without
things, but they might profitably cul-
tivate the habit, say to a limited ex-
tent.

.
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Mr. C. A. Gregg, of the Colorist edi-
torial staff, on Sunday contributed a
striking article to his paper on the sub-
ject of the resources and possibilities
of Vancouver Island. Mr. Gregg has
evidently studied the subject very eare-
fully, and his conclusions are deeply
interasting to all who pin their faith
to this Island as the theatre of import-
ant transpertation developments in the
not remote future.

- L L

The climate of England has done the
Kaiser a world of good. We are all
lelighted to hear of the restoration of |
His Mauajesty’'s health, and proud to
think the physicians of his royal un-
cle’'s household may have had some-
thing to do with it.

- . L ]

Even the banks of San Francisco
have become involved in the infamy
of that delectable city. Over four mil-
lions of dollars lent to shareholders
and officials, practically without se-
curity, seems a somewhat lose way of
doing business even for San Francisco.

POSSE SHOOTS TWO MEN.

Winlock Marshal Badly Wounded
While Chasing Would-Be
Robbers.

Winlock, Wn., Dec. 9.—A Winlock
posse killed two yeggmen this morning.
Following attempted robberies of the
postoffice and Winlock bank, Marshal
Castallor and Constable McFadden
stopped two men on the railroad track.
They ran, shooting Marshal Castallor
twice In the chest. He, too, may die.

MAINTENANCE OF INDIANS,

Ontario to Pay Dominion $300,000 and
Assume Certain Liabilities,
Ottawa, Dec. 9.—A suit as to the
maintenance of Indians on disputed
territory between Manitoba and On-
tarlo hasg been settled in the Exchequer
court. The result is that on account of
the territory given by bond being
warded, Ontario will have to pay the
Dominion over $300,000 and assume cer-
tain liabllities in perpetuity for the fu-

ture,

A stone weighing a ton and a half was
split -opeh by Dblasting at Blackburn,
Scotland, ‘and a living worm was found
embedded in it, being located eleven
inches from the outside of the nearest
point,

’

BIG INVESTMENT IN
QUEEN CHARLOTTES

American  Capitalists Completing
Deal Which . Irivoives Nearly
Five Million Dollars

Vancouver, Dec. 6.—A deal involving
the investment of between four and
five milllong in the Queen Charlotte
Islahds by St. Paul, Milwaukee, and
New York capitalists, is- being com-
pleted. Options in their behalf on cop-
per, coal, and petroleum lands. have
been secured by Osborne Plunkett. The
aeal includes the establishment of a
line of sieamners between the Queen
Charlottes &nd Vancouver.

BILL TO AMEND
RAILWAY ACT

Roya! City M. P. Wants Companies
Made Liable for all Fires Caused
by Locomotive Sparks.

"Ottawa, Dec. 9.—J. B. Kennedy, New
Westminster, introduced a bill to-day

to amernd the railway act so as to hold !

a company responsible for all_fires
caused by sparks from locomotives.
Meantime the statute limits damages
to crop, fences, plantations and build-
ings. The bill was read for the first
time.

Hon. Frank Oliver stated in the
House to-day that W. T. R. Preston
is now in Yokohama studying trade
conditions with the view of extending
the trade between Canada and Japan.
: J. E. Armstrong, Lambton, East Rid-
ing in the House to-day on the debate

on the address, will move amendment |

in_fa\'or of rural mail delivery.

Sir W. ILAurier in answer to Hor
Geo. Foster, said that nothing had y
been done regarding the All Red Rou
No official acton was taken.

TOWN WAS SPORT
OF FARTHQUAKE

———— e b

Karatagh Lifted High in Air--Falling
Roc‘ks Hailed--Houses Sank
Into Fissures.

London, Nov. 50.--Now that the first
full account. coming from Tashkend,
via St. Petersburg, has arrived, there
can be no doubt that the Karatagh
earthguake was one of the most ap-
palling natural catastrophes on record.

"It is difficult,” writes the reporter,
“to describe the scenes which meet the
cye at Karatagh to-day. Whiat was a
short while ago a flourishing township
is now the grave of 4,000 dead. Biit the
scefies which accompanied the catas-
trophe are eveh more difficult of ade-
quate description. A group of surviv-
ors, still shaken by their expetriences,
related a terrible story, to which no
written narrative can do justice.

On the eve of tne disaster, October
20th, a terrific stotm burst over Kara-
tagh and its environments, strikihg a
deadly fear into the hearts of the in-
habitants. The .anima] world seemed
to have .an uncanny foreknowledge.
Dogs howled, horses stamped, cattle
lowed with fright. Early in the morn-
ing the whole town seemed to shudder.
The earth tfrerors were frequént, but
few of the townspeople was sufficiently
disturbed by them to leave their
houses.

Fifteen minutes later a terrific shock
set the entire place swaying, the air
resounding with weird noises, then the
town seemed to be repeatedly lifted
high in the air and set down heavily
by a mighty hand. Buildihgs wete
crumbling and crashing to ruins every
moment or two. In scores of places the

.ground burst open and boiling water

spouted upward.

Huge fragments of rock became dis-
lodged from the surrounding - moun-
taind, and addéd the thunder of their
fall to the subterranean rumblings and
roarings, which contintied all the time.
Numerous houses were battered down
by the falling rocks. Others, with
their gccupants, sank bodily into great
fissuers in the earth. :

The populace, or such of them as had
escaped instant death, appeared to be
mad with terror. From every side
arose awful shrieks. Those who fled
for safety had to blind their eyes to
many sad sights. The storm had come
on again with renewed force and activ-
ity. Pandemonium reigned. Madden-
ed animals tore aimlessly hither and

| thither, continuous peals of thunder

and flashes of blinding lightning added
to the frenzy. Many fugitives perished
under the hoofs of the animals.

In the meantime similar scenes were
being enacted in the surrounding coun-
try, twelve large villages being destroy-
ed on this same terrible morning. In
Karatagh alone 2,000 bodies were re-
covered. As many more still remain in
the ruins of 1,200 houses, while 25,000
animals, on a rough estimate, were de-
stroyed.

NINETIETH BIRTHDAY.

Congratulatory Address Will Be Present-
ed to Bishop Cridge Next Week.

An address of congratulation, which

will be presented to Rev. Bishop Cridge |

on the 17th jnst. to celebrate the ninetieth
anniversary of his birth, has been pre-
pared by a number of the well known
divine's friends, and is now at Hibben &
Co.'s recelving signatures.

Bishop Cridge is one of the pioneer |

clergymen of the province and, as the head
of the Reformed BEpiscopal church in
British Columbia, on account of his many
slerling qualities, enjoys the esteem and
resnect of all. His ninetieth birthday
finds him strong in body and spirit, a
wenderful example of the results of right
living. 'Through his long and strenuous
life, the gredter part of which has been
spent in this province, he has commanded
the love of all his parishioners and the
respect of the public.

The presentation to 'he Bishop will take
place a week from next Tuesdar
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onth Grows Older, the Values Get
More Startling

AND FOR THIS EVENING we have prepared a Real Bargain Feast, in

which everybody will participate. Yuletide purchasers could not wish
for better opportunities than those afforded you here to-night. But to share
in Bargains like these you will have to be here sharp on time: 7.80 p. m.

s
z

As the

STORE CLOSES FROM NOW TILL XMAS AT 9.30 P. M.

1 Special in the China Department at 7.30 Sharp, This Evening

AT offers Rare opportunities to purchase some HANDSOME PRESENTS at Specially Reduced Prices. Some of these values run as
high as $20.00 and are being sold at 7:30 sharp at $2.50. Read down the list carefully, then act prom ptly.

Reg. Values from $5 to $20, for $2.50 Reg. Values $2.50 to $5, for $7.00

FANCY BRASS CLOCKS, with perpetual calendar. JAPANESE VASES, Oriental and European designs, svorth from 81
$9.00 to $17.50. TO-NIGHT AT 7:30 to $2.50. TO-NIGHT AT 7:30

Regular,

FANCY BRASS CLOCKS, assorted styles and sizes. SHAVING MIRRORS, bevel plate edge (thres in one).
$650 o $20. TO-NIGHT AT T7: value $1.50 to $4.50. TO-NIGHT AT 7:30

Regular
BRONZE CLOCKS, with ink wells. Regular value from $2 to $2.50.
TO-NIGHT AT 7:30

JAPAKESE TEA CADDY, made of brass. Regutlar $2.50. TO-
NIGHT AT 7:30

FANE€Y COPPER CLOCKS, in \'arinus‘ ‘styles. ‘Regular values
$7.50 to $20. TO-NIGHT AT 7:30

FANCY SMOKER'S COMPANION.
TO-NIGHT AT 7:

Regular value up to $10.

TOBACCO JARS, made of Japanese brass. Regular $2. TO-NIGHT
: AT 7:30
FANCY METAL HORSESHOE GONG. S

NTGHT AT 7:30

Regular price $§10. TO-
CRUMB TRAY AND BRUSH. made of oak, metal handle. Regular
: $1.50. TO-NIGHT AT T7:30
FANCY MBETAL GONG, with oak base,

INK WELL, square cut glass. Regular $2.50. TO-NIGHT AT 7.30
$6.50.° “TO-NIGHT AT 780 :.....000000

FANCY METAL GONG, on Brass feet. Regular value $6.50. TO-
NIGHT AT 7:30

METAL PICTURE FRAME, fancy trimmings.
NIGHT AT 7:30

g fe BRASS CRUMB SCRAPERS. Regular $2. TO-NIGHT AT
FANCY METAL GONG, bell-shaped, with oak base. Regular 3$7.50.

TO-NIGHT AT 7:
FANCY METAL FLOWER POT HOLDER, with metal loose lin-

SR , FANCY WORK BOX. Regular $3. TO-NIGHT AT
ing. Owl decoration. Regular $7.50. TO-NIGHT AT 7:30.. $2.50

BRASS INK STAND, two wells. Regular $2.50:
HEAVY BRASS VASES. Regular $850. TO-NIGHT AT ..$2.50

Extra Special at 7.30 This Evening

MEN’S FOOTWEAR
Regular $6.50 to $3.75. For $2.50

THIS EVENING we are putting on sale a number of broken lines

Extra Special at 7.30 This Evening
Something For The Little Ones

In this great event we have not forgotten the little ones, and the
specialg from the TOY DEPARTMENT are just the things to
please. Bring the little ones with you and let them see the won-
ders of Toyland.

FURNITURE SETS. Regular
150, Bor s e ZSC
Regular 50c. For

TEA SES made of tin with IRONING SETS. Regular 30c.

printed pictures on them of For.. ZSC
Boots. = Regular price $3.75, $4.00, $5.00 and $6.50. at $2 50 Jack and Jill. Regular 50c. | KID BODY DOLLS. Regular
7.30 THIS EVENING, per pair...... R Ty ° and T7bc. 50c, F(rZS(

¥
y
y
¢
3
%
¥
;

BOXES containing doll bed, |
chair ‘and wash tub and bath. |

of MEIU’S: BOOTS. This lot includes Men’s Patent Leather Box
Calf and Cordovan Lace Boots, Men’s Patent Calf, Blucher Lace
Boots, with Matt Kid Top, Men’s Box Calf Lace Boots, and Men's
English Cordovan Lace Boots, and Men's English Satin Calf Lace

Special Bargains Await Early Shop-
pers in Men’s Dept.--7.30 To-night

LEATHER SUIT GASES, light and dark tan, with and without
straps; sizes 22, 24 and 26. Regular values §7 ‘to $8.50. THIS
PTHIS BVRENIENG T T300550 ot ane

MEN'S HEAVY RIBBED COTTON UNDERWEAR, all sizes, Spe-
cial THIS EVENING T7.30

MEN'S HATS, in soft fedoras, erush, flat top and stiff, all tiie latest
styles. Regular prices $2.50 to $3. THIS EVENING 7.30.....$1:50

MEN’S HEAVY BLACK WOOL HOSE; sizes 10% only.: Regular
value 20c. THIS EVENING 7.80, 2 pairg for

Extra Special From the Book De-
partment at 7.30 To-night

A very large assortment of the Padded Poets, which includes the
works of every poet of note, such as Tennyson, Longfellow, Goethe,
Bryon, Holmes, Meredith, Lowell, Browning, Milton and a number
of others, all nicely bound in leather, gilt edges, and very nicely
printed. Regular $1.25.

’I‘O—I}'IGHT AT 7.

Also a splendid Range of Gift Books, nicely illustrated, well bound
—just the kind for a Christmas present. Regular prices $1.00, $1.50
and $2.50,

TO-NIGHT AT 7.30

Special Sale of Ladies® Black Silk Winter Underskirts

Regular Values $5.75. Tuesday Morning, $3.50

THIS IS INDEED A VERY TIMELY OFFERING. Just think, right at the beginning of the Season when these kind of SKIRTS are

wanted. They are madc with 14 inch fiounce, tucked and shirred, giving full French Ripple effect, and are made of extra
good quality taffeta. The Regular Price was $5.75. Special TUESDAY .......c.iviiiinrinniinnniin wois ks s wanlsae $3.50
LADIES TWEED LADIES T\VEED‘ P
SKIRTS, in dark grey, SKIRTS, in dark grey. |

D
2

Extra Special, 7.30 Extra Special, 7.30 |
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—Stewart Will 3
pecretary of the Victoria
ciety, requests that those
subscribed for the Homer
Kubelik-Witherspoon se
will forward cheques for
without delay.

—After weeks of real-har
liam Lyon Mackenzie King,
deputiy minister of labor,
coast for Ottawa, where
pare a spccidl report on
aquestion to be presented td
tary of state. MNr. King
companied by his secreta
deris, wnu has been rushi
tion the transcription of
graphic reports.

SRS T

—Rev. A, E. Heatheri
B. D., of Columbia College
minster, will preach i
Methodist church on
the interest of the college.
ington is one of the foremo
in the province, and doubt
number will turn out to hd
of the educational work of
He will arrive from Vanco
row evening, and will be a
pastor, Rev. A. E. Roberts,

—)

—The funeral of the late
‘Beatrice Appleton, who died
the Jubilee hospital, will
residence, Gordon Head, at
morrow, and proceed to thq
church, where services W
ducted at 2 p.m. From the
ege will proceed to Ross Ba
where the interment will
Friends desiring to have
out may leave them with
Funeral Furnishing Compaj
ment street, not later than
morrow, who will see to thq
livered at the house.

D
(From Saturday's Dj

—As a result of exami
held by W. F. Rober
mineralogist, and H. Carn
vincial geologist; A. S. Lai
ton, and M. Richmond,
have been admitted to the
assaying in British Columb

O—

—Yesterday afternoon at
funeral of the late Thom|
took place from Hanna's
room. Rev. J. Stanley Arg
the services. A large numbd
were present, and the flor]
were numerous. The foll
as pallbearers: C. Stears, V
Davey, J. T. Mcllmara, Jo
and G. Gowley. 5

AL T R

—The annual general meg
subscribers to the Protestal
Home will be held in the (¢
Tuesday afternoon at 4 o’
cers will be elected and
business of the home attend
those who have paid their
of not less than $2.50 will
in the meeting. Those wi
scribe may do so at any tiyg
retary, Mr. Scowcroft, beig
the city hall throughout th

Lo JELI

—L. Blackburn, basso cal
thas been touring Canada
with Mr. Haughton, solo v
§ng concert recitals, will s
“Abide With Me,” at the
byterian church to-morro
Mr. Blackburn has given
England and the continent
Africa, Canada and the weg
and is now on his way t
He has a voice of great
range. He may give a r¢
leaving the city.

RS o SERER

—The monthly social of
of Christian Endeavor of
Presbyterian church, Vie
avas held last evening at
Mrs. Walter Williscroft, S¢
There was a very large atf]
young people and their fri
most enjoyable evening wa
evening passed away q
games and music. Mrs.
Kenzie carried off the pr
Seriptural conundrum. Dai
ments were served at the

O

—The management of
"Woman's Home desire to e
ful thanks to the following
tions received during No
M. E. McTavish, cash $5.00
per, cash $5.00; Crossley
cash 35 St. Luke's chure
vegetables; Mrs. James
sack apples; Mrs. (Captai
chickens; Mrs. Becker, tow]
Pither, cape; Metropolitan
J.adies’ Guild, bread, buttq
cakes; Heisterman & Co., {
and Colonist, daily paper

ey ol

—Rev. Christopher Burne
the Central Baptist
liver a course of lec
tion with the Yot
of the church on ¢
enings. The gene:

Bible From Without a
is divided as follows
out the Bible; the wo
Bible; the Bible cor
sacred writings; 1
ture; the Divine

the human element
grouping of the Old T
the geography of the
present; the unity of
Testaments; the m
sions of the Bible 16
study. The first lecture
ered on Monday evening 1
mony hall, View stree
eral invitation is exte




