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WHY A CHANGE ?

Speaking at thé public meeting held at
the city hall on November 6th to pre-
test against the unfair treatment of the
postoffice clerks by tune Dominion govern-
ment. Rev. Solomon Cleaver said:

“The language he would like to wuse
on this occasion would be a little too
strong for a member of the cloth to use
Who is to blame in the matter? Some
one must be, or else there is no fault.

There seems to be a general concurrence |

of opinion that the blame is somewhere
at Ottawa. A promise had been given mn
May, or some month some time back;
isn’t that correct? Has that promise
been kept? Now, if a preacher were tc

do a thing like that they would say ae

was lying. but he supposed in this case
it was only a piece of beautiful politicnl
strategy. However, if they were entitl-
ed to le, they should not make the let-
ter carrier suffer for their lying; because
they gave this promise definitely, and
refused to carry out the promise. Fe
would recommend a change of name; the
postal carriers were called government
servants; that should be changed to gov-

. ernment slaves.”

VARIOUS TUNES

Conservative journals have different
ways of interpreting the government’s
intentionss in regard to the Manitoba

school question. The chief organ, the

Mail and Empire, has been sedulously
striving to create the impression that the
government is not committed to the pas-
sage of remedial legislation by the Do-
minion parliament in case the Manitoba
legislature refuses to comply with the de-
mand made upon it. In a recent issue
the chief organ said the determination
of the govergment “‘calls for no interfer-
ence with the public schools; it relates
the complaints of the minority, and it
casts upon Manitoba the responsibility
of acting.” The Toronto World, an-
other prominent government organ, de-
clares that ‘“‘there is no express provision
or promise that in default of such reme-
dial legislation from Manitoba the Do-
minion parliament will itself grant it
No one can speak for the Dominion par-
liament in this matter.” The World is
in favor of awaiting events, “with rhe
proviso that non-inferference seems the
\Vlse§t and. saieat course.” -Lesser: or-
gans in Ontarié and throughout the west
take the same tone, evidently with the
«wbject of making the people belicve that
the government will not ask parliament

" t0 override thie will of the Manitoba leg-

iglature should the latter stand by the
bill of 1890. In Quebec, on the other
hand, the government organs follow' the
lead of the Montreal (Gazette, which puts
the matter this way: *“‘Should the ma-
jority in the Manitoba legislature refuse
to pay attention to the governor-gencr-

al’s order-in-council and parliament de-'

_cides to interfere, as in all probability it
will, then Manitoba’s resistance will be
useless. The act of the Canadian parlia-
ment, keeping within the lines of the
constitution. will ‘be the school law of
the province on the matters with which
it deals. The courts will interpret and
enforce it. and it will be capable of be-
ing a8 effective as any statute of the
province. Legists question, if, once pass-
ed, it can be repealed. It will become
stronger than a statute, for it will be of
the constitution.” = It is guite evident
that the organs have one tune for Que-

bec and another for Ontario and -the-

west.

“ BALANCE OF TRADE.”

In the can\{paign of 1878 the Tory writ-
ers and speakers had a- great deal to say
in regard to the ‘balance of trade,”
which they complained loudly, was ‘‘ad-
verse’’ to Canada. “Look how much big-
ger our imports are-than our exports; the
National Policy will change all that and
make our exports exceed our imports.”
Such was one of the nonsensical cries
_with which the piratical pelicy was sup-
ported. Nowadays there is not much
heard about the ‘‘balance of trade” the-
ory, but occasionally a “fresh” advoeate
of the N. P. ventures to bring it forth

~again. Those who take an interest in
the matter will no doubt peruse with
pleasure the following clear and caustic
exposure of the “adverse balance of
trade” fallacy from the Manchester City
News: '

Those peculiar economists who still
persist in calling an excess of imports a
balance against a country, and an excess
of exports a balance in favor of a coun-
try, may study the following figures of
comparison between protective and cur-
rency-tinkering America and free trade
and solid-currency England:

United States—

Six years ending 1894—Ex-
cess of Exports

Great Britain—

Same period—Excess of Im-

ports £890,000,000
In both cases the figures include merch-

£186,000,000

andise, silver and gold. Last year the
excess of these exports over imports
from the United States reached the ex-
traordinary figure of £55,000,000.. A por-
tion of this excess no: doubt arose from
the general want of confidence existing

sales of American securities of 'all sor?s.
We sent back the paper and the United
States have had to return us money or

called “balance o1 trade against the
United States.” Our excess of imports,
amounting to nearly £900,000,000 in six
vears is called ‘“‘balance of trade against
this country.” Of this magnificent
excess  no less  than forty-two
millions is the excegs of imports of
gold over the exports of the same
metal. When a transaction is described

as being against a trader. it is concluded
that the trader has lost. by it. He has
sold his goods for less than they cost
him. But here " we have the United
States giving the world £31,000,000 a
year in eold or goods in excess of ini-
ports, and calling it profit, and Great
Britain receiving from the world £150.-
000,000 a year in goods and gold in ex-
cess of her exports, and wiseacres calling
it lossl

A DESPERATE ORGAN.

The News-Advertiser finds it more con-
venient to ‘continue misquoting Mr. Lau-
rier and the Times than to apply itself to
the questions which we have respectfully
brough« to its notice. Although we do

stupid as it tries to make itself appear—
for a purpose—we may repeat for its ben-
efit the gist of what we have actually
said on the subject uf farmers and the |
tariff. It has been represented to the |
farmers of this province by interested !
and designing persons that the moment !
Mr. Laurier comes into power he will |
make a dead set upon them, taking off
immediately the duties which they hold |
to be of benefit to them and give them
no compensating advantage. We have |
said, and now repeat, that there is noth-
ing in Mr. Laurier’s speeches or in the
Qttawa platform to warrant the state-
ment that the Liberal government will so
abruptly proceed to enact measures af-
fecting any class. Mr. Laurier and oth-
er Liberal leaders have distinctly declar-
ed that they have no intention of remov-
ing all the duties immediately they at-

must be a gradual proeess, wiw. the
needs of the revenue kept in view., It
would look decidedly better if sach pa-.|
pers as the ,News-Advertiser and the
Montreal Gazette were to treat the ut-
terances of the Liberal leaders with' .on-
esty.

We Lave further suid that in the near
future the farmers of British Columbia
will come to find protective duties doing
them- harm, gnd ot good. . They have
only to look at the. experience of Uregon
and Washington to make sure of that
fact. - It is significant that the News-
Advertiser carefully fights shy of this
circumstance and utterly refuses to at-
tempt to explain why high duties should
in years to come benefit farmers in this
provicce any more than they benefit far-
mers south of the line.

The Vancouver organ winds up thh a
number of falsehoods which come w1t}1
rather startling effect from a professed
purist in the newspaper line. t is not
true that the Times “has entirely aban-
doned the advocacy of its cause on any
fiscal question,”” There are even worse
lies involved in the statement that the
Times. “has pleaded for the support of
the eloctorate” on the grounds “that the
Australian steamships bring in bagagas,
pine apples and sweet potatoes and,
therefcre, mtroduce competition with our
own farmers in the production of those
articles: that its (the C. P. R.) president
ordered the government to hold another
session of parliament before the elec-
tions; that Col. Prior, M. P., is too friv-
olous and attends to too many 5 o'clock
“teas 'during the session:' that Conserva-
tives are bad on general principles, and
last, but not least, that the British Co-
lumbia plank in the Liberal platiorm is
that either Mr. Templemah or Dr. Milne
should have a eabinet office,”” The News-
Advertiser cannot quote one word from
the Times in support of its assertions.
Ner is our contemporary any more‘truth-
ful when it says: “By the way, there
is a rumor that Mr. Laurier has been
told very plainly by his Ontario friends
that there are no cabinet offices avail-
able for representatives of the ‘shreds
and fringes’ of the Dominion.” There has
been no such rumor outside the imagina-
tion of the News-Advertiser. Deoubtless
it is a pleasing task for the Vancouver
organ of the Red Parlor to evolve these
fictions, and a task for which it is pecu-
liarly fitted; but we respectfully remind
it thac its motive is likely to be seen
through by its own readers. - They will
be ‘apt to say that the cause wuicu ap-
pears to requive the wholesale use of

cause indeed. The employment of these
devices seems all the worse in the case
of a journal which pretends to be virtu-
ous anc respectable above all its fellows.
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A GOYERNMENT QUESTION.

ment in Quebec declare that if the Mani-
toba legislature do not. re-establish ‘sep-
arate schools as they were previous to
1890 the Dominion parliament will step

in an enacE the legislation necessary to

in matters Awerican, causing plentiful -

goods. And yet this excess of exports 8

not suppose our Vancouver friend is so !

tain to power; the lowering of the tariff

I falsehcod and misrepresentation is a bad |

'The organs of the Dominion govern- |

th.u end. Organs of the government in

ment does not intend ‘to ask such legisla-
tion ' from parliament. The ‘toronto
Mail and Empire and the Toronto World,

that the Manitoba school question is not
the chief issue before the country; that
the tariff question far transcends it in im-
! portance. Along comes the Colonist
with the announcement: “The Manitoba
school question is now.the very first to be
considered. It has for the moment
thrown ‘the tariff into the shade.” Such
are tke jarring and discordant notes
which the groaning organs emit. . Per-

monize their own tones before they con-

takers by the Liberals on this question.
It so happens that the Liberals are not
called upon to take any action just at

present; the matter is one for thé govern-
ment to settle, according to the pledges

which were given on 1ts behalf. TUnder
the circumstances the anxiety of the or-

the government appears rather ludicrous.
There is a touch of pa_thos in it too.

When the Victoria_postoffice employees
quit work as a protest against the fraud
that was being practiced on them they
were fined and Sir Hibbert Tupper was
very largely responsible for the punish-
ment decreed for them. Speaking of
' the matter here Sir Hibbert said: “I
i 'say that the men were punisned for

breach of discipline, for neglect of duty,

i just as other men in the service must ex-
j pect if they take the law in thewr own

hands in that way.’ Sir Hibbert lately ;
f went on strike himself, and the Victoria

| pestoffice’ men would like very much to
| know if he was “docked”’ for tne time
i he was off work. - Col. Prior could easily
| ascertsin by asking a question.in the |
| house

]
i

People have sometimes to go froin
; home to hear-local pews. Witness the
! following announcement from the Moa- |
| treal Gazette: “The Viectoria, B. C., al-
! dermen haye decided that bloomers are
| not suitable for women’s street wear.
5B1gger bodies' than the Victoria city :
l(.ouncd have set themselves to oppose
|womens idea .of how she should be
dressed and met contemptuous defeat,
an/d so if the Victoria women please, will
the Victoria councillors. Let the blooni-
| ers bloom - wheresoever  the wearers
j please.”” When did the city fathers in-
form the Gazette of their decmon in re-

let the people of V!ctorm know about it '
first?

A Victoria concern whose directors and

. made a heavy reduction in the wages of

how the theory, and practice of the con-
cern referred to are so greatly at vari-
ance.

FIFTY YEARS OF.FREE TRADE.

In 1848 Great Britain adopted [ree
trade. By 1888 in spite of innumerable
wars, building the greatest navy the
world has ever known, defending the in-
terests of the coloni¢s in every clime
und on every sea, without expense to
said colenies, she has reduced her nat-
ional debt (the largest in the world) 7
per cent.

Reduced her paupers (alegacy of ot
years of protection, referred to by che
Hon.: Dr. Montague the other day) 50
per cent.

Rednced her eriminals (sold eleven
jails by, auction lately) 71 per cent.

Improved the edueation of her people
10G per cent.

Increased the wages. of her working-
men 25 per cent.

Decreased the cost of all uecessntlc
50 per eent. .

Inereased her national wealth by $25,
000,000,000, or 124 per cént.

Rent increased enormously durmg this
.period; but, unfortunately, this“is . a
benefit but to very few, for during the
500 years of protection or .class legisla-
tion she suffered nnder the land which,
like everything' else worth harving, fell
icto the hands of the leaders and a few
of their friends who supported the
system. :

OUTLOOK NOT EN_COURAG]NG.

Coast Sealers Have Little Prospects - of
Gettmg Good Spring Catches.

Daoer the mternattonal sealing agree-
ment sealing on the coast will cease on
April 30, and present prospects '‘ndicate
that the catch for the first half of the
season will be very light. It has been
the old story of rough weather making it
impossible to hunt seals when the herds
"have been located. Ten days ago the
highest catch reported was 325, which at
current rates would not pay expenses.
The weather may improve off .the coast
in the next three weeks, but it will be
exceptional luck if the schooners pull up.
It is too ' early. to = venture a
prediction . on  the season’s = work,
as  everything = depends upon = the
second half of the season in the autumn.

No reports have been received irom the
Asiatic coast as to conditions and the

as yet quite meagre. 'The seals have
been-running very well off the island but !
the weather as stated has kept the hun-
ters abdard the schooners.

i say the govern- ' :
{Intetig.and Lareher byl S8y -« { BEvents of Interest in the Amateur and:

prominent Conservative papers, maintain !

haps it would be well for them to har- |

cern themselves with the attitude to be -

gans to see the Liberals come out and |
take the burden from the shou:gers ofi

spect -of bloomeps" “Why did they pot'

managers helieve a high tariff makes: |
high wages for workingmen - recently |

its employees. Will the Colonist: explain ;

i numbes of seals and those from thig coast

|"  SPORTING IVTELLIGENCE
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Professional Field.
o,
2 THE GUN.
The Victoria Gun Club met last night
and decided to hold the first shoot of the

season at Langford ou Good Friday. The |

club cup shoot will take place’at 1, and
: will be followed by the class shooting,
six prizes to be presented in each class.
A consdlation match will come next, the
prize for this being a cup presented by
Heunry Short & Son, gunmakers. Aver-
age medals won last year were presented
to the winners as follows: A class, O.
W. Minor, medal: B class. J. W. Swit-
zer, cup; C class. E. J. Wall, medal
Fifteen  new members were elected.
THE WHEEL.

Cyclists in session lasf night discussed
the wearing of bloomers by lady cyeclists,
and it was resolved to combat any at-

tempt to prevent ladies from riding in i

this modern attire. but the action of the

police was endorsed in their effort to

prevent questionable characters from so
parading themselves.

THE RING.
MAHER AND ODONNELL

Pitt:shnrgh Pa, April 3.—Interest in
i the coming contest between Peter Maher |
: and Steve O'Donnell is.- very great in
Pittsburgh. A friend of Maher called at
i the Times office yesterday and said he
''was prepared to bet any part of $5,000
i that the Irish champion would defeat the
Australian,

ATHLETICS.

Arrangements are progressing satis-
factorily in connection with the Amateur
Athleti¢ sports meeting to be held in
Caledenia park on Saturday, April 13th,
under the cqntrol of the Vietoria Rugby
club. Mrs, Dewdney has kindly consent-
! ed to present the prizes on the ground at
the conclusion of the afternoon sport. A
! number “of gentlemen, well known for
‘thell‘ interest in amateur athletics have
generoasly donated prizes, which will be
placed on view in the window of Chal-
loner & Mitchell’s store on Government
street. in the course of a day or two. The
“Ladies’ prize,”” contributed by the la-
dy friends of the club, has been allotted
to the club mile. . Numerous entries are
! expected for the various events, a num-
ber of visitors from the neighboring cities :
of the province having signified their in-
tention of competing. All entries must
rbe sent to the seeretary, or any member
of the committee, before 5 o’clock Mon-
, day next. Arrangenients are being made
;to have suitable.programmes printed af-
ter the entries have been received. The
[rlmnmg track is laid out and is bemg
i-cut and rolled for the convemence of in-
tending competitors.

THE TURPF. -
TO REVISE THE RULES.

] ~“©hicago, April 2.-—The members of the
Turf Congress dre in session to-day ut
the Audltorium hotel, by adjournment
oy the'm u Held at Gmnmnat“i dn.
’Nowmbe
congress has cut loose from the Jockey
Club, although it recognizes all the rul-
ings, suspensions - and expulsions made
by that organization. The special object
of to-day’s meeting is to receive and con-
sider a report prepared by J. A. Mur-
" phy, Lewis Clarke and L. P. Tarleton.
‘a committee appointed to revise the rac-
ing rules. The committee has performed
its duty and has prepared an elaboraie
report.
ANTWERP PARK STAKE.
London, April 2—The race for the
Antwerp Park stake at Northampton
took place-to-day. Perfect Dream won;
Florist second; Haddon Hall third.

THE RING.
FIGHT AT WELLINGTON.

A Seattle dispatch says: Pete Burns
received a telegram yesterday from Well-
ington, B. C., stating that “Liverpool
Jack,” or Flannigan, whipped Ed. Mor-
rissey in three rounds. = The fight was
for $100 a side.

CRICKET.

Sydney, ‘N. S8.-W., April 2—In the
cricket match between England and Aus-
tralia at Adelaide, England won by ten
wickets.

THE- DIBBLE 'GROUP.

Fort Steele Mining Division of East
Kootenay: District, B. C.

One of the most valuable mineral de-
! posits in this section of the country is
known -as the Dibble group; situated in
a gulch of the Rocky Mountains, about
ten miles in an easterly direction from
Fort Steele. It was discovered by Jas.
Dibble and a eouple of other men in the
fall of 1890, and recorded in November
of that year. The ore is a gray copper,
carrying gold and antimonial silver,” the
country rock being porphyritic slate and
tulcose schist. There are six claims in
the group on all of which there is a very
good ‘showing of mineral. On the claim
on which they have done the principal
amount of work they have run a tunnel
35 feet in depth exposing’ to view an ore
shute two feet in width, which- assays
high ia" gold and silver. Numerous as-
says have been made, average specimens
-having been taken from all the differeut
leads and stringers, showing that the ore
which could be shipped averages 300
ounces in silver, $54 in gold with 12 per
cent copper.  Below is shown some of
the assay returns:

345 62-100 oz silver, $96.47 in gold, 12
per cent copper.

307 oz. silver, $55.36 in gold, 6.65 per
cent in copper.

812 oz, silver, $19 in gold, 14 per cent
copper.

610 oz. in silver, $7 in gold.

290 41-100 oz. in silver, $02 in gold.

The claims have every advantage as
far_as their situation is concerned. At
; the present time a wagon.can be driven

and from there on a very good pack trail
has been built. In the dose vicinity of

“Sinee’ that meeting the

‘to within eight miles of the property,

i i)

and good ground for building purposes.
Timber is also plentiful. . The owners
‘have at present about ten tons of ore em
the dump which is valued at about
$2.000. They intend going on working
this summer, shipping the ore out by
steamboat to Jennings, om the Gramt
i Northern. and from there to ome of fl
great smelters in the States. Severa
parties have within the last year beem
over the property and have made prope-
sitions to the owners. We hope that such
a satisfactory arrangement will be made
that the mine will be opened up and
thoroughly developed.

SEC. MINING ASSOCIATION,

TFort Steele, March 25..1895.

Charter for the First Tramway to be
Built Under Mr. Kellie’s Bill.

|
i :

{ KOOTENAY MINING NEWS,
|

|

The Ledge.

Recorder Sproat has received for re-
cord one of the most fancy documents
yet seen here. It is a deed of convey-
{ance of g quarter interest in the Alpha
and RBlack Bear mineral claims on Four
Mile, made by Alexnnder Mackenzie in
favor of H. C: Hensbraugh, of Devils
i lake, for the sum of $11,630.52 1:2. Oa
the document are the seals and signa-
tures of Secretary of State Gresham and
Aftorney-General Olney, of the aAmerican
government, besides those of sundry ne-
taries public: while hanging therefrom
are enough vyariegated ribbons to stock
a milhner’s shop.

Captain Moore and John Vallance are

the previnece as the Slocan Tramway Ce.
The object of the company is to build a
trunk tramway up Howson creek, con-
necting the conecentrator at New uuluth
with the Idaho and Alamo group of
mines, for the purpose of getting out ore.
This will be the first company incorporat-
ed under Mr. Kellie’s famous bill.

. ‘During the avinter 48 men have beem
washing the banks of the Lardeau for
gold. Two men took out three thous-
and dollars in dust and nuggets between
them. a2nd all have made good wages.
Scme of the nuggets taken out were
worth $25 each. A large quanhty of
float, ecarrying gold was found in the
i creek, and the miners will combine and
! prospect the mountains with the inten-
' tion of discovering the ledge from whence
came this quartz. °

Fraser & Chalmers of Chicago, have
‘received an order from the Alpha people
for a large concentrating plant- to - be
erected at their property on Four Mile.
It is ‘thought the capacity of the plant
will be 80 tons daily. © Mr. Owens, whe
represents the Chicago outfit and who su-
perintended the building.of the new con
centrator at New Dututh, went down te
the Alpha on Tuesday and looked over
the ground. He will meet Alexander
Mackenzie, the principal owner of the
| mine, at St. Paul, and make final ar-
| rangements with him.. This will make
the 42nd: eoncenmang plant Mr, Owens
Has set up... ..

The railway people have ‘been getting
a move on dunng the past week and ore
is going out more freely. Slides on the
road still continue to worry them some-
what, bat the work train just put on will
ennble the company to keep the cuts
clear. ' The roads from the mines have
bruken up and several of the.properties
have stopped shipping.  About 1500 tons
of ore is at the upper end. which will
keep the train men busy for three weeks.
Two bundred and fifty-two tons in ‘all
went out over the railway last week,
valued at $25.200. It was consigned to
Qmaha, except 20 tons from the Reco,
which went to Tacoma.' The Pilot Bay
smelter ships 20 tons of bullion daily to
Aurora, III. ° -

By the railway’s delay in gettmp out
the ore from Three Forks, the mine own-
ers have gained over §5 per ton more pro-
fit by the rise in silver. It’s an ill wind,
ete.

The -Gertrude claim, an extension of
the No. 1. at Trail. has heen purchased
bv John Murnhy. A. B. Railton. Frank
Gibbg C. P. Oudin and H. 'W. Bonne.
Development work will be begun on =
large sc ale

NANAIMO NEWS

Increase in the Slnpment of Coal—Scarc-
ity of Food in Alaska.

Nanaimo,  April 2.——Althongh there
have been several idle days in the @if-
ferent mines during the past month the
total exports of coal show an incréase of
{1,500 tons. The total shipment amount-
. ed 69,587 tons, made up as follows: The
New Vancouver = Coal 'Company retain
the lead with 24,144 tons Union comes
next with 25, 000 of this amount
should have placed to the February
shipments, the Everett having sailed on
February 28th, Wellington with 20,377
tons completes the total,

The -customs returns for the past
month amount as follows:

Duty collected $4474 41
Miscellaneous v.s. 1483 27

$4617 68

Free 7ot 510 00
Dutiable L, 314150 00

3 814 660 00
The SS \’Vlllapa, Capt Roberts ar-
| rived here yesterday from Ala,ska, and
the ecaptain reportd that there is a scarc-
ity of food in the Yukon district. Those
who have ammunition of course are able
to provide -an ‘abundance of meat, which
they are foreed to live chiefly upon at
the present time. The captain says that
unless food is speedily taken in a good
many  will suffers
Mr. J. H. Simpson was sworn in ns
police magistrate by Mayor Quennell at
11 o’clock this morning.

Cnstomeb—-l‘lfty cents for filling this pre-
scription? Why, at the drug store down the
street the charqed me only a quarter.

—~That'’s all its wor h at that
ml'o.m “They put about four cents
of drugs in the bottle and fill it
with water. I put in the same drugs an
fill the bottle up with finest aqua pura.
Thanks, nnythlng else?

the mine there is excellent watefpowar- !
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