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THE WASTE OF PUBLIG FUNDS CONDEMNED

Leakages Pointed Out—Too Manﬁ Ministers and A Useless Senate
—s¢Luxurious Growth of Suckers.”

The! following is the first of a series
of letters to be written for the Globe by
jtev. Principal Grant, of Queen’s col-
lege, Kingston: :

You have asked me for my views us 10
the best policy for Canada, and, as 1 do
not like to be silent when ch:lllqued 10
speak on what concerns the pt}bhf: wel-
fare, I submit themy without hesitation
for what they are worth. T'he subjecty
nowever, is large, and as anyone who
sives opinions without at lel.ls.t hinting at
his reasoms is apt to be mxs;_udgt':l, you
will pardon me if, instead of _trymg to
condense unduly, I take the liberty of
sending you two or three go_mulur.nc:}-
tions. - Should there be repetitions, it is
because truth ecannot be impr‘essv(l on
the public in any other way. : Every cdi-
tor understands that, und therefore he

plays pretty much on the same tade for

than three hundred days in the

more :
: Of the three hundred grdnt me

three. St
Flirst, a government that really desires

the interest of Canala musty ﬁrfs_':, last
and all th® time, stick to the ime. of
husbanding instead of wasting our public
money. Money represents Gml's. world,
and he who wastes this world will ha:\ve
. poor chance of the next. Both parties
would willingly put wy first piank in
their platform if they were absolyed from
necessity of being specific, but gen-
.rul professions of retrenchment and
roform are worthless. Here is the cold
fact, as the general manager of the Bank
of Montr2al puts it, - *“We have been
spending too much money.” .L\'atu'mal
,‘t\';wnditlu'e has : increased steadily. since
confederation, tout of "all proporm!n to
oir increase in population, or avaﬂhllje
wealth, and therg is abundant proof that
a oreat deal of the money has been worse
than wasted. It is bad to .Jrow good.
money away; but when money ‘is nsed—;
(1{1-m~fly or indirectly—to corript the peo-
ple from whom the money IS 1:1k'en,A it is
q oreat deal worse. Let' me nlusirate.
[ shall take my illustrations, not from
the awful disclosures made it Ottawa
in 1891, but from (.)thors.e(mruly_ sugges-
tive. and open also to the mos.t careless
readers of newspapers. ‘Ihere is 1o need
for burrowing into blue books or census
\s or year books; thoygh ihese are
that would well repay evplora-

the

- I take the Intercolonial as the 1irst ¢ase
in point. That railway has be—m' rai at
an anpual loss of from half a million to
three quarters of a million of dollars,
with monotonous regularity. At. last
the people began to kick; they were anx-
ious.+n get such a white elephant off
their hands; and felt that if ¥he. company
which- gives. a good serviee , along our
pational highway for thousands of miles,
at no_charge to the public chest, woula
.do the same for the remaining hupdreds,
coming under bonds at the same time not
to increase the rates, it would"be a good
thing. To talk about this bemg a pres-
ent to the company is to show 1gnprance
of the meaning of language. 1 might as
well talk of making a present of. my
debts to a friend, 1f any one consndex.'s
that that would be a gift he can haye it
any day by writing e a Dost card, and
should he consider my action a proof of
my generosity of nature, I shall not
object. The suggested method of x:e!le{
was found to be a’political impossihility,
but it was also impossible to econtinue
the waste, and instructiens  were given
that it must be stopped. Presto! The
thing was done as if by magic. A man
who knew little or nothing of railways
was able to stop it at once, and newspa-
pers now imply that Mr. Haggart must
now be a regular ‘‘Napoleon™ of rail-
ways, in faect, '~ another, Van Horne,
What does this astonishing success prove?
Either that the. previous deficits were
unnecessary or. that {he present showing
las been gattained by letting the. road
run down or by forcing a balance,  The
second and* third alternatives. would be
discreditable to the present-minister and
the fivst to his pred=cessors and all for-
mer governments, yet we are forced to
sdopt one of the three. It is generally
assumed that the first is the correct ex-
planation. Being so. it means that not
only have milliens of our money - been
wasted, but worse than wasted. Corrup-
tion at headquarters is a poison that
slowly but surely finds its way through-
out the whole organism. It is absurd
to think that you can make the people
righteous by preaching and praying while
that kind of work is tolerated. You
might as well try to train your children
righteously by ‘making them say  their
prayers morning and evening, .and al-
low them to companion with thieves and
blasphemers throughouti the day. The
startling illustration of the Intercolonial
has scarcely arrested the attention of
the people. Very far from it. They’
are simply congratulating themseives
that the big leak has been stopped. Aré',
they “sure that it'“has béen completely
stonped? - And. does: it mot” decur to them
that this is just a sample of what is go-
iir on in th2 other depratments, and that
he only radical eure is to limit strietly
‘he sphore of government action, watch-
ing closely, too, that sphere, and-so: put
fowor means of corruption into their

ke another illustration, also from
our regulay expenditure, for it is the reg-
ular expenditure ithat * constitutes the
Leavy bueden, and the tendency ‘of which
is always to grow. The mother country
derives a clear revenue of millions sterl-
ing from ‘the post office. Our post office
costs us ' a million and a half of dollars
above the revenue. It has for years
“been in a ' chronic state of what might
be termed departmentil insolveney.”” ~ Of
course, Canada is not so densely ‘populat-
ed as Britain, but that only partly ex-
plzins the -deficit. There are other rea-
sons, In Britain no one can send.a letter
free. Fven the "“Queen har to pay for
her postage stamps. In Canada our
legislators preserve the antiquated frank-
ing privilege that is susceptible of such

ing it will have.

gross abuse. Flunkies like perquisites
and *vails.” Members of parliament
should be above flunkeyism, just us—
when the country pays them a handsome
mileage—they; should scorn tq accept pass-

. es from companies for whom they are ex-

pected to legislate in ithe public interest.
The newspapers have never said much
about the franking privilegs, becaus: they
themselves are bribed much niore heavily
along the same line. Their papers arve
sent by the ton from the office of publi-
cation over the land free of charge. In
Pritain nothing goes through the post
office that is not paid for. The excuse
here is that newspapers are great public
educators. Bread is more necessary than
news{ and bread is not carried free. Be-
sides, education is by the statutes a mat-
ter for the provinces and not for thg Do-
minion, Further, if this excuse is to
be accepted, periodicals and books should
much more be allowed to be sent free.
The excuse may do duty for an argument,
but great newspapers should be above
government “pap’’ of any kind. Anothe:r
discreditable cause for the leak in tf'lc
post office may be mentioned. In Br'tt-
ain promotion is by seniority and merit.
Mr. ‘Gladstone could not appoint a clerk
in the post office or a tide waiter in the
customs. In Canada promotion is for
party services. Men who have been at
other work all their lives are pitchforked
into thd high places, and some of them get
substitutes to do their work for a quar-
ter of the salary. Appointment to 'rhe
smallest - clerkship, -too, is for political
reasons. Consequently, when therc are
no vacancies vacancies are made, always
at the public expense.- S_uper:mngation
of capable officials is also in order #t-any
time.. - There-is really no limit to thi§ sort
-6f thing. -Any one who visits the depart-
ments in Qttawa, knowing - a’ little _01
hkow work is done in great commerc,lal
houses or in railway offices can see at a
glance that they are staggering under -4
load of clerks. The load will get heavier
instead of lighter. As regards the post
office, there are other reasons for the leak;
but I must not delay too long over one
illustration. Now: that it has been proved
that threc quarters of a million caun be
stived annually on one railway, when
will the people insist that the million and
a half of the ‘post oflice deficit must be
saved?

An illustration from our expenditure
on a special account may now be in order.
For years ‘it has been the accepted policy
of the country that the St. Lawrence
canals should be deepened to fourteen
feet. Why this was not done prior 1o
the deepening of the Lachine. I do not
know, for the reasons usually given .are

“not satisfactory. \The neck of a -bettle

is not usually made wider than the:body.
But at last work was commenced bex
tween the Welland and the Lachine.
Now, take the case of the Galops rapids,
if we wish to learn how not to do it,
and at the same time how to throw away
some three quarters of a million of prblic
money. Eight or nine years ago it was
represented to parliament. that the chan-
pel in question, which was cnly nine
feet, could be deepened to fourteen for a
certain sym. The money was voted. An
additional sum was subseguently voted
for the same object. It is now stated
that the reported depth of water in the
new ehannel is not there, and ;that it has
not been, aud cannct be, used. A spec-
ial engineer, Mr. Kennedy of Montreal,
was after -some pressure appointed to
report on °‘the matter, but, strange to
say, neither side pressed for his report
last sossion, and as it has not yet been

J

given to the public the exact state of . the,

case is not known.. Meantime the wWork
of deepening the channel seems to have
been abandoged, and -a canal is being
built at great cost that, some authorities
say, will not be convenient for a long
tow or “block” of barges.  Now, all this
is startling ‘énough, but it is actually the
fact -that more has been writtén in - the
newspapers about a little jaddition to
Rideau hall, that may never be made,
than about the actual post office annual
deficit or about the Galops rapids scan-
dal. How is it that our guardians should
‘be so concerned about the spile and so
careless about the bun Somie people
are so sconomical that th® seem to think
we cannot afford ahouse for our Gover-
nor-General, though they have hardly a
word to say about the' seven’ or eight
houses kept up for our Lieutenant-Gov-
ernors. I see no neccssity for houses’ for
Lieutenant-Governors, - but an absolute
necessity for a good house and a good
salary for our Governor-General. Our
connection with Britain is indispensable
to our national existence, at any rate fo
a free development of our national life
and aspirations, and ghe Governor-Gen-
eral is the living-link that signifies and
preserves that connection. The differ-
ence between a first and-a second class
mai means. 4 great s«deal to- us. “It may
mean actual: millions. < He -is - the only
constitutional check against possible mal-
administration for years. An appeal to
the sovereign people ought always to be
in order, and that might be needed—espe-
¢ially when we mend or end the senate
—eoven though:the administration was
sustained by the majerity of the house of
commons. A first-class statesman would
know whether such an appeal should st
any time be made. The consequenCe of
misjudging would fall so severely on him-
self that a second rate man would never
take the risk.

Again, comparatively little has beqn
said against the excessive membership
and semi-membership of the cabinet, al
though the. government of the United
States is carried on with less than half
our number. - Not only is the expense
<onsiderable, but the freedom of parlia-
meiit is seriously weakened thereby: With
us the cabinet-is simply a committee of
parliament. - Now*any- one. knows th:_lt
committees have such pewer that it 19
almost impossible to defeat .any proposal
they make, and that the larger the com-
mittee the less freedom the body appoint-
It would almost seem

m&e;!zm»%ﬂ%é wWith, ;

| to. reward its supporters, not only wheu

they are in public life, but after their

usefulnsss is gone. The present system

of adding to the cabinet is wrong. - Per- |
mauent head clerks or. commissioners,

who do all the real work of the depart-

ments, are the kind of men we ought to

have, instead of fleeting and untrained

partizans, This is the system in Britain

and the United States, but we have-it

only to ‘a limited extent. As for houses

for the - Lieutenant-Governors, a .man

with a salary of seven or eight thousand

dollars can easily rent a house, if he has

not one already in the provincial capital,

and then less would be expected of him

as regards the preposterous expense called

“entertaining” than social flunkeydom

now expects. eWra reveo mfwyp mfwy

now expects. We are over governed.

Perhaps the most notable illustration of

this is the senate. How to get a useful

second housa is a grave question. Differ-

ent countries are trying different experi-

ments, and we can afford to wait until

the question is solved. Nobody will imi-

tate or learn anything from our experi-

ence. This is certain. We have suc-

veeded in gétting the most useless second

chamber in the world, and consequently

the people are now prepared to abolish it

and see how they can get along with

one house. The experiment may very

safely be tried, until at'any rate we

have as many provinces as the United

States had at the close of their Revolu-

tionary War. It is clear that under mod-
ern conditions no house will have real

power unless constituted on; a democrat-
ic basis. Now to appoint a second dem-,
ocratic house to keep the first from doing

anything would be to gm’ite constant

friction or worse. Besides, tha example

of Ontario proves that one house wWorks

well, whereas the second chamber in Que-
bec was as helpless to check Count Mer-
cier as our senate would be to check a

worse man when he is sent upon us be-

couse of our sins. If there were ouly
one house it would feel its responsibility
more than when there are two; and un-
der our parliamentary rules it is impossi-
ble to. rush ill-advised legislation, and
that gives a really fres press plenty of
time in which to-sound an alarm. The
great objection {v our senate ig that it
is «imply an sddition to the bribery fund
at the disposal of the premier. It con-
tains a few of the best men in Canada,
and they must feel the degradaiion of
sitting ywith men appointed for life sim-
ply becausg they have been faitaful rarty
hacks, -and of knewing-thatl almost every
viicancy has 'been dangled for mwenths
and years before: the eyes of men whose
fealty to the party is uncertain, Let
thew lead ithe agitation = for -abelition.
‘Once the senate is abolished, Quebec and
Nova Scotia will for very shame pansion
off their so-called “upper” houses.

I have given a few illustrations to
show that the first outstanding fecature of
a true national policy should be not only
the cutting away of mouldering branches
and the vigorous pruning of others, but
still more the complete eradication.  of
‘sueckers  of all kinds,” Suckers' are u
thousand times) more fatal to the health
of any tree than a dead or ploulderin-;
branch, just because they are not dead
and have no intention-of dying. The lux-
uriant growth of suckers around the tree
of our national life is enough to put to
‘shame the husbandmen who have been
charged with the care of the Canadian
maple.: Oh! there is a fine field at Otta-
wa for a.capable and strong statesman,
Jyith A "enlightenéd” and “patient: public
opinion af his-back, ‘and: répresenting a
constituency that avill trost him-and not
waste his fime ~begging . for patronage,
nor eating up his little income or indem-
nity by pillaging him, on the degrading
plea that subscriptions for churches and
chapels secure votes. If we cannot raise
such a man and surround him with a
band of tried supporters, things must be-
come worse before they can be better.
I never despair. I do not believe that
the long lane will have no turning, for
the Canadian people come of too good
a stock not to have a worthy future.
They - have - been ‘humbugged, and they
like a liftle humbugging as a relief from
the general seriousness of their lves,
but they have no intention. of letting the
thing go too far, and they, are feeling
just now not quite in the mood for jok-
ing. They have made mistakes from ig-
norance and not from deliberate inten-
tion. . The. public man who would win
theip confidence must try and look at
things. from their standpeint ‘and not
from the serend altitude of an ‘iceberg
on which he himself may stand. . There
is no work so difficult as that of govern-
ing a fres> people,. but. there: is none so
worthy ‘of a man filled with the highest
spirit. :

In- myv next communication I shall in-
dicate some other lines of the national
policy that should be adopted, if Canada
is to prosper and be more than eyer
worthy of the devotion of her children.

: G. M. GRANT.

Kingston, Oct. 31.

SECOND LETTER.

I have pointed- out that the first plank
of a true national policy is to stop wast-
ing good money. What is the second great
plank? To give the people of Canada
freedom to make the most of themselves,
their country and its resources. They
are deprived of that freedom on the
pleas that it is necessary to raise t'he
renue and to foster certain native in-
dustries. Of course a revenue must be
raised, though, as I bhave shown, not
quite so large a one as we have been
spending. Lines along which .there
might be effected a saving of a few mil-
lions. & year have been indicated, while
domething .much more important than
money would be saved at the same time.
But there are two ways of raising a
revenue, as John Bright once, by means
of a very happy illustration, pointed out.
You may clap a load of a hundred pounds
weight on a soldier’s back, and he march-
es along without feeling it very much,
but if you hang five or six pounds around
each of his ankles, his knees,-his arms,
his hands, his ears, and,an extra ounce
or two from his lips, his nose and his eye-
lashes, you will get very poor marching
or fighting from him. Mr. Bright con-
gratulated the then chancellor of the ex-
chequer, Mr. Gladstone, on having ad-
justed the taxpayer’'s load on. his back,
but he complaijned that the load was left
as big as it was before. That was un-
avoidable, because Britons, haye to pay
interest on a national debt gradually. ae:
cumulated in buildingup an empire ‘8nd -
defending the liberties of the ‘world, - asd"
on an afmy and ndvy fnat in the eyes.of

“the grand old Quaker; was simply .‘a-

gigantic system of out-door relief for the
aristocracy,” but that seems to ordinary
people rathef necessary in existing cir-
cumstances. Our load is not quite so

ik, | it

ik 18 T R
roportions our numbers, but.
.is badly adjusted, and it galls, worries,
impedes and impoverishes us to an alto-
gether unnecessary extent, and none the
Jless when we are. told that that is all
a delusion, and that we would not know
of the existence of customs houses if
they were not occasionally pointed out
to us. I bave before me two volumes
at. the present moment, and they give
suggestive object lessons. The first is the
“Statesman’s record for Canada.’ TIn
“Appendix A” is to be found a list of the
articles—most of them taxed at various
rates—mentioned in our tariff. The list
extends over 77 solid pages, and as one
-reads his marvel is stirred at the com-
pleteness with which it covers the field
of industry. We eease to wonder that
.the ordinary official concludes that no-
body and no thing should be allowed en-
try into Canada free, whether Chinaman
or Chinawoman, Scotch heather or an
old book. The second volume is ‘“Whit-
taker’'s Almanac,” and it gives the cus-
toms tariffs of Great Britain. - The list
extends over less than half a page, and
includes chiefly tobacco and drinks, such
as beer, wine, spirits, cocoa, coffees and
tea. Exchange in everything else 1s
free to.the world, yet Britain raises a
revenue of over two hundred and twenty
millions of dollars from customs and ex-
cise. - I do not say that we could reduce
our list to the secanty proportions that
the mother country rejoices in, but ecer-
tainly it could be vastly reduced to the
profit and comfort of the Canadian peo-
ple. There is scarcely a page of our 77
from which illustrations could not be
drawn to.show.that our tariff discour-
ages industry, or that it is constructed
not so much in the general interest as in
that of some particular person or com-
pany that has managed to get the ear
of the Finance Minister. If, for ia-
‘stance, there is one kind of vessel the
‘building of which we ought to encourage
more than another, it is the barge vcr
ship construected of wood, for a graat
part of Canada is still covered with for-
est, and to “convert that raw material
into instruments of trade ought to be
considered by every common-sense policy;
but, strange ‘to say, if we propose to build
a steel vessel we are allowed fo import
all . the materials free, whercas if we
build a wooden one all thz iron that
goes into her has to pay a bheavy duty,
amounting, experts say, to. 30 per cent.,
when everything is taken iate consulera-
tion.  Surely some perverse deity piesid-
ed over such provisions. Is it 'wonder-
ful that the building of wooden wails has
not been going en very merrily of late?
'Fhere.is a -provision for getting part of
the - duty. returned as. drawback, hut it
amonnts to so little and’ there-is sb much
trouble to get it that vessel buildars de-
claré” it to be not worth considering. ITn
connection with the .tarff on iron, a en-
rious instance of care for 'a special in-
terest may be cited.. The list says-that
plate of iron and steel is to be taxed 3
per cent. :Then it says that plate: of
iron or steel not less than 30 inches wide,.
ete., pays only 12 1-2 per cent. One of
our captains:of industry imported plate
24 inches wide and- had to pay 30 per
cent.- He -called attention to the unde-
niable fact that the distinction in the
tariff is founded on no principle, and is
purely arbitrary, but in vain. No doubt
{he 30-inch interest had lobbied for itself,
and his onlyyhope lay in lobbying. He
would not ;lobby, and therefore had_to
pay. Such:, legislation raises a good
many questions with thinking men.
Bad faith need,not be suspected on the
part of thejygovernment. The fact is
that there are few persons in Canada
who understand finance. '~ Little thought
is, therefore;, given in construeting the
tariff, to what should be the great ques-
tion—“How.will this tax or system of
taxation, affpet the general prosperity of
the people?’ The tariff is constructed
on thé rule of thumb principle.  One in-
terest pleads its peculiar case and it gets
a tax put on in its favor. - That hurts
another interest direectly, and- perhaps a
million of people indirectly. - The inter-
est: that has been directly-affected goes
to Ottawa and demands relief by some
counterbalancing tax. Of course it gets
it, for there is no one to speak for the
silent multitude on whose back  the ever-
ficcumulating burden is rolled. In Brit-
ain there are statesmen and writers who
have studied finance down to the ground.
Mr. Gladstone is unequalled in this re-
spect among statesmen, not -only- for
knowledge, but for unrivalled powers of
exposition.- ~ Mr. Goschen; on the front
bench of the opposition, is his equal so
far as knowledge is concerned. @ Then,
there are men like Mr. Giffen, at the'
board of trade, whose conclusions are
accepted as oracles.  Whom have we in
our house?  Except Sir Richard -Cart-
wright, not one' that L know-of; and, un-
fortunately Sir Richard overloads - his
speeches with details, instead of massing
his facts and showing their general rela-
tion to life, and—provoked by the indiff-
erence, of the house and’the country—he
sometimes apparently allows his temper
to. get the better of him, and lets our a
little of the contempt he feels. It is
a great pity, for it makes people think
him 7ill-tempered. Still more unfortun-
ately, Sir Richard apparently still clings
to the rotten plank of unrestricted reci-
procity—restricted to .one country; ard
men dread his stromg vill, fhough they
acknowledge that such a quality is val-
uable. when a man is right. With: ig-
norance at the helm, we have drifted into
a more and more complicated tariff. Each
addition leads to a demand for 1aore, on
the principle on which a toper’s throat
demands more brandy as the proper re-
lief ‘for thirst. Omne of the minor evils
of a swollen tariff to’ which I might have
referred in my former communication, is
the great inerease it necessitates in the
custom house staff. ‘There is as much
time, trouble and expense-connected with
making an entry for a cent’s worth of
heather as for a thousand dollars’ worth
of silk or cotton, and far more in c¢on-
nection with a box of books than there
is with a carload of corn or a shipload
of woel, not to speak.of the loss of iime,
temper, and money to the unfortunate
importer. . Merchants ‘get. to be treated
as sSlaves -and | eriminals. Smuggling
. eeases to be thought wrong, and is cul-
tivated as a.profession or as. a fine art.
Patronage at the disposal of the govern-
ment increases, and it again is used to
fetter the freedem of constituencies, and
so debauch them still further. ¢
This is the condition in which we fin
_girselves. What remedies are proposed?
One-eide, .advocates the old policy, ad-
mitting. perhaps, that .a- little “less bran-
dy?? is: needed now. . The other sideladvo-
cates a tariff, or-revenue,- with speeial
consideration” for. Britain and” the United
“States. ~ Neither proposal.seems to--me
rquite: frank, nor the best. coneeivable,
<though- the goyernment must at any rute
“define its position when the. House meets.
Why shounld Britain and . the States be
bracketed together, as if entitled alike to
special mention and special consideration?
The first is a free trade, the second a-

) matter ' is
i jour own hands, and because
monopeliés cannot exist where competi-

| tors can come in from other countries and

cat under, it is impossible to ‘make a
general treaty with a protectionist coun-
try, save by discriminating agdinst. free
trade countries. For professed free trad-
ers to do anything like that ought to be
impossible. ' Again, rational pelicy must-
aim '‘at arranging the cheapest and. most
perfect system of exchange between our
producers and their customers. Are the
mass of those ‘customers to be found in
the United States or in the United King-
dom?  Qlearly in the latter, for, as long
as the great fertile plains to the south of
Canada raise more than enough for their
population, and everyone that has aver
seen them knows that will be for a long
time to come, their inhabitants must be
exporters, and can be but indifferent cus-
tomers. The surplus to be sold makes
the price: for the lot, and the market for
this surplus is Europe, and, chiefly, in
the United Kingdom. Again, we are
politically united with Britain, but we
are no more politically united with the
States than with France and Germany.
To discriminate between these rival coun-
tries would be offeasive; - whereas, it
would be recognized as quite proper if
we announced as our ultimate goal, “Free
trade under the flag, with a common tar-
iff on specified articles against the
world.” 3

‘When; then, Britain and the States ‘are ’

bracketed together on the same plank, it
looks as.if there were still men in the
country who had not ‘escaped the C. U.
or U. R. delusion. The suspicion that
they are still in bondage will be fatal to
them ag politicians. Both on commercial
and political grounds our policy is: to
encourage trade with the only country
whose markets are always open to' us,
and always hungry, whose trade policy
is steady, and in the prosperity of whose
people we are most interested, because
they are our fellow subjeects, and ready
to stand shoulder to shoulder with us
in those supreme crises which at timeés
all nations are called apon to face. 'This
policy is in our immediate and our ulti-
mate interest. It might be put en eom-
mercial grounds solely. But it is surc-
ly none the less attractive because a
proper sentiment for Britain is gratified
at the same time. When it is seen to
be bound up with our national aims and
development it becomes imperative.

There are, however, some people in
Canada: who. are more American, thun
the Americans, and, whensoever a Brit-
ish or. a, Canadian. policy. is-propounded,
they. assume that the proposer is hosgile
to the States. I consider it expedient,
therefore, to turn aside at this point from
the special question of the tariff to the
general question of the right attitude of
Canada to tre United Kingdom and the
United States.

Canada has been part of the British:|

Empire" since 1763. ' ' We "hdve evolved
gradually from lower to higher stages of
political - life,
is ‘well nigh complete. We have worked
out a constitution better than that of
the mother .eountry or the States, and T
see no reason. ‘why the evclution ‘'should
not go on to our still greater advaitage
without any breach of imperial’ unity.
Separation would be all loss and no gain
to both the mother country and.to Can-
ada. The British Empire is the greatest
instrument on earth for the promotion of
peace, justice and commercial - fireedom,
and I have no-use, politically,for- the

man who would lessen the weight or dnfl.

the edge of: that Instrument;:whileyi st
far as Canada is concerned, only through
union with the mother country -can its
national life be freely developed.” The
treatment of, countries like Mexico, San
Domingo and Chile by the States shows
that; not to refer to the Httle unpleas-
antness that we ourselves have had or
been threatened with at different ‘times,

and which, in the interest of good neigh-.

Jborhood,. we-desire-to-forget.” This. be-
ing, my position, you can see that 1 ecan
have no sympathy with statesmen whe
talk of.separation as likely to'take place
20, 50 or 100 years hence. @ We shall
be stronger then, but not relatively
stronger, if the United States, China and
Russia keep united. ‘The British Em-
pire is likely to’' be as much needed then
as now. To say *“we are loyal to the
Empire because at present .we need it,
but as-soon ‘as we can dispense with it
we ‘shall do so,” is.not a policy that will
bear to be stated. Besides, is it wise to
suggest revolutionary changes? - Change
along the line of .our - historical evolu-
tion is constantly being called for and is
silently taking place all the time. -No
wise man will venture to predict -the, ex-
act form or the extent it-may take.But
secession is not such a change.
tions by politicians about what may be
our duty in the 21st century can do no
good and may do harm. Such specula-
tions are wholly unnecessary, and may
safely be ‘left' to young men's debating
societies. To say that a public man or
a public official has a right to advoeate
the breaking up of the Empire t0 which
he belongs, or even to advoecate that
Canada should throw its constitution in-

to  the fire and blot itself from the map.

of the world because he has the right to
advocate a-closer union of the difefent
parts of -that empire, is to manifest u
lack of political instinct and almost a-lack
of common sense. ‘
So much for our attitude towards Grea

Britain. Towards the States our atti-
tude cannot possibly be the same, s'mply
because the relationship is different. -~ It
is-a.great country, endowed by 1lod with
every conceivable kind of resouree, and,
as regards the people, it is enough to
say that they are of ‘substantially the
same stock as ourselves. Respect them,
admire them, imitate them, like them,
look forward to a reunion in the future of-
the English-speaking race—that is all
right. But just as they are not going to
break up their own union in order to
bring about any theoretic reunion, so
neither are we. To break up our own
empire ip order to.demonstrate our uffec-
tion for another, or in order to gain =ome
fancied commercial advantage, may he
wisdom to, parish politicians, hut it is
not the kind of wisdom that a selfre-
specting people will ever endorse. All
right-thinking Canadians desire the clos-
est possible relationship of eommerce and.
friendship with' the  great republic;- and

it is gh to say if these noWw are.not. { _ : !
- e L Aot ~three days little Lilith stood beside her

‘fellow bigamist in the dock. while their

what ithey should. be the fault is not ours
We are willing to trade with them, but
they. will neither trade freely with us in
natural produets nor. with our meother
country in mannfactured products; Hyery
ovetture for closer relationship has ¢éme
from us and every overture has been fe-
puised, as decidedly when Mr. Madken-~
zie .was premier as.when Sir Jobn-Mac-
donald was premier of Canada. We have
made too many overtures. ~ We have
shown too great anxiety. We ‘have
thereby defeated our own object, for we

have led them to wrong conclusions with

until . our. self-government’

Specula- |

.abetting their effence.
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regard to our necessities and to our spir-

it. . No one respects a man who does

not respect himself, and a man who has

dealings with a richer neighbor has to be

the more careful of the two in this re-

gard. Canadians' must preserve their

self-respect jealously, just because their

neighbors—on account of their own big-

ness—are wonderfully ignorant of Cana-

da and just a little apt to regard it as

the rich are apt to regard the poor. Fur-

ther overtures from us are a waste of

time, energy, dignity and money, and they

simply delay the'coming of an era of im-

proved commercial relations. . That will

come only with the sure growth of free

trade sentiment in the United States. I

look forward to a happy reunion of cur

race with as much longing as Dr. Gold-

win Smith, but to begin it with a second

disruption is out of the question, and pre-
mature ‘attempts from our side will defeat
or delay the object we have at heart. In"
the meantime we have our own problems
to solve and they have theirs. Let each
country attend to its own work and it
will be all the better for both of-us. 'So
far as tariffs are comcerned, let both
countries regard their own interests.

Protestations of special affection when we
are doing business excite only laughter or
contempt. <

. Our commercial policy then is to en-
courage trade with ‘Britain, the only
country whose markets -are open to us,
and .to buy as cheaply as possible from
other countries whatsoever we must get
from them. What this means in detail
and what would be the advantages and
probable results offi the policy shall be
the subject of my next communication.

Kingston, Nov. 2. G. M. GRANT.

No Hawaiian Freight.

San Franciseco, Nov. 14.—The steamer
Monowai sails for Honolulu next Thurs-
day. The report that no freight was
being ‘offered - for' transmission to Hono-
Tulu by the Monowai was made-the sub-
ject of investigation, .and C. T. Wilder,
Hawaiian consul, said that up to this
morning no bills' of lading had been pre-
sented to him for countersigning. As
no freight can be sent to Honolulu with-
out this formality, it is apparent. that the
cargo for Hawaiian ports will not be
bheavy on this trip of the Monowai.
“There is considerable time,” said Mr,
Wilder, “for offering consignments. It
may be that merchants here do not care
to risk their goods by sending them to a
country where there is any chance of a
revolution; for a revolution isn’t good
for business and the merchandise might
be lost, with mobody to Da responsible
for it. - Besides heur the Monowai
was loading with Australia’s homeward
bound World’s Fair exhibits, and would
have very little space for any other
freight. 'We can’t tell what will happen
until the Monowai is ready to sail.”
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The Penitentiary Wardenahip.
. Regarding the stateménts made in the
eastern press that the opposition to Mr.
Fitzsimmons for the wardenship of the
British  Columbia penitentiary was pure
ly on religious grounds and that the ma-
jority of the Reman Catholics in the
province were favorable to Mr. Fitzsim-
mons’ appoirtment, a = prominent” Irish
Roman Catholic citizen yesterday volun-
teered the following .statement: “As a°
matter. of fact, the majority of the Irish
toman Catholics in Westminster are not
favorable to Mr. Fitzsimmons’ candida-
ture, but, on the other hand, only a very
few are supporting his claims, We do
not look upon this as a question where
the matter of religion should come in
at all, and the great majority of us en-
dorse Mr., Moresby, believing him to be
the better man. It just amounts to this,
that if the religious cry is kept up the
Irish Catholics of Westminster will not
be long in sending a memorial to Ottawa
which will convince fthe department of
justice of the ground on which the ma-
jerity of us stand. You may publish this
if you like,”” added the speaker.—Colum-
bian;

No Cure, No Pay.

Men who are weak, nervous, broken
down: mien who suffer from the effects
of disease, overswork, worry, from the
follies of youth or the excesses of man-
hood; men who have failed to find a
cure, do not despair, do not give
up ! Forty years experience has proved
that Dr. Clarke’s celebrated method of
treatment can be depended on with
absolute certainty to effect a perma-
nent cure. So confident am I, that it
will eure even the worst cases, that I
am willing to let you depesit the
money in vour local baunk to be
paid me affer youw are cured and not
until then; this makes you absolutely
safe. If unable to eall. send for free
Question List and be cured at
Home.

Evervihing sent sealed, secure from
exposure.

Call or address, naming this paver
Dr. F. D. CLARKE, Merill Block, Detroit, Michigan

Dickens Out Done in Fact,

The young coupie in Dickens’ ‘“Boots
at the Holly Tree Inn’ have, in the
way of precocity, been thrown entirely
in the shade by a little Indian boy and
girl who have just been tried at the
criminal sessions at Berhampur on a
charge of bigamy. The girl and boy,
aged respectively 6 and 9. were indiet-
el for marrying, the former being at the
time, to the knowledge of the bride-
groom, already, under the barbarous Im-
dian custom of child-betrothal, the wife
of.another. As the act only allows pre-
sumption _of death after seven years’ con-
tinuous absence of ome of the parties, it
wais justly .observed that a bride of 6
could mot possibly plead that excuse. For

nespective parents were charged - with
Ultimately - the
jury returped a verdict of “Not guilty,”
and, as the local commentator-says, “the
youngsters went cheerily - home again with, .

_the smallest possible concepgion’ of what &

all the bothér was about,

i - Rheumatism. -
Yes, and neunralgia, too, are_greatly re-
lieved amd oftém entirely curéd by  the
use of Pain-Killer. Try it. 25c. for
new 2-oz. bottle.

Lung Balsam. -
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