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Montreal, 24th May, 1869.

The Committee on Foreign Mission submit the Jollowing report :—

[ The Committe have had under consideration letters addressed to the
:‘ Synod by the Rev. Thomas Somerville of Victoria, British Columbia,
of date the 12th April last, and by the Convener of the Colonial Com
mittee of the Church of Scotland, of date the 20th April.
| communications it appears that, after a very large expenditure by the
| Parent Church, the Mission to British Columbia has at length attain-
St. Andrew’s Church, Victoria, has been
Mr. Somerville, who |

| ed a very hopeful position.

| completed and dedicated to the service of God.
| is still the only Minister of the Chureh of Scotland in the Province, ‘
{| urgently represents the importance of his obtaining the assistance of
a fellow-labourer in order to extend the Mission, and the favourable
ness of the present time for commencing operations at several stations |
The Convener of the Colonial Committee
represents that, the earnest desire of the Committee to strengthen the
Mission has been relieved, by their having been directed to the choice
of a Minister in whom they “ believe all the qualifications for the pe- |
culiar field of labour in British Columbia are to be found,” and that
the Committee now anxiously look to the Churches on the North
American Continent for aid in supporting him.

Your Committee have considered the encouraging statements con-
tained in these communications, the importance of the field to which
they refer, and especially the duty of this Church to extend to the |
Mission its prayerful sympathy and active co-operation, on account of |
its being the branch of the Church of Scotland, which is the nearest
to it in British North America, because of the closer relations growing
up between Canada and British Columbia, under the Imperial policy of ‘

which have been opened up.
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