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EGS TAKE ALL THE
THE 1924

Beauties Suffer by Compari-
son With What Sennet
Put Before Them,

By JACK JUNGMEYER.

Hollywood, Jan. 10—Just as the
affliction of chilblains was becoming
almost unbearable thrpughout our fair
land, Mack Sennett thaws out some
of the frost by parading his 1924 Bath-

_ ing Girls, on the screen.

Of course it was a good deal cooler
on the Santa Monica beach than Cali-
fornia boosters would like to admit
when these Sennett sylphs made their
picture debut, but they shivered
heroically to give us all a snappy new
year. ;

Sennett used the same picture, “Pick-
ing Peaches,” to launch his new star,
Harry Langdon, hailed as his “latest
and greatest comedy find,” and also as
another potential Charliec Chaplin.

Be that as it may, “Picking Peaches”
gives Langdon the role of a shoe clerk
with a handsome lady clientele, not-
ably Dot Farley and Eugenie Gilbert,
and a brand of comedy which will not
g0 over the head of the simplest
viewer, . .

It is as funny as an eye-straying
married man looking at a strange
woman’s Wwalking gppendages (these
censors are certainly making us brush
up a vocabulary) and eating his wife’s
powder puff instead of a hot cake in
embarrassment—

As funny as the shoe clerk trying to
detach another woman’s nether limb
in the, to him, reasonable belief that
it is a shop-lifted wooden leg— (

As funny as the cat scratching a fair
customer’s upper ankle, eliciting her
sharp query of the clerk over a news-
paper, “Is that necessary?” and her
further enraged outburst, “You fresh
thing!” as the hidden cat encores its
performance— |

As funny as—well, you get the drift
of Mack Sennett’s latest and greatest
comedy.

It’s as funny as a phallic sign—and
no funnier.

With so much stress on legs (let'’s
call ’em that just this once, Mr. Cen-
sor) it’s rather difficult to keep Harry
Langdon within the ken of critical
appraisal. He was personable and
seemed an earnest and deserving young
man. But as to his ability, it would
be rather unfair to judge by this his
initial vehicle. The multiplicity of
legs steal all the available laughs.

Indeed, even the bathing beauties,
introduced later in the picture, suffer
by the preliminary pedal pulchritude,
for the surprise element has been sunk
in surfeit. Those tired business men
and the sidewalk sheiks for whom ani-
mated hose always contain the element
of film-temple eomedy, have complete-
ly exhausted their hearty outbursts
before the bathing bevy promenades its
pranks. So it was, at least, at khe
“Picking Peaches” premier here.

With one or two exceptions, the
1924 class; seemed to suffer somewhat
by comparison with their predecessors
in the Sennett aquatic school.

But maybe they’ll get better and
wetter In the spring, tra la.

ALLEGE OLD FILMS
SSUED AS NEW

Charge of Unfair Competi-
tion Against Fox Com-
pany is Upheld.

New York, Jan. 10.—An order of the
Federal Trade Commission directing
the Fox Film Corporation to desist
from employing methods of unfair
competition was upheld by the United
States District Court of Appeals in |
an opiftion written by Judge Henry
Wade Rogers. The order was made by
the commission as the result of a com-
plaint that in 1916 and 1917 the cor-
poration reissued three old films as new
photoplays.

The complaint alleged the Fox Film
Corporation put out a picture, under
the title of “The She Tiger,” which
was in reality a reissue of a photoplay
called “The Love Thief,” another called
“Camille of the Yukon,” which had
previously been issued as “The Silent
Lie” and a third entitled “Sink or
Swim,” which was originally called
“Yankee Boy.” )

In his opinion, Judge Rogers said
“The order will not prohibit the re-
making of a photoplay in which an
entirely new cast is used or an entirely
new production is made or where the
original title is used or reference made
in the advertisements of the pictures.
There 18 no objection to the use of a
former photoplay if the name is not
changed, and no deception practiced
in its release to exhibitors.”

THE MOVIE'S TREND
TOWARD INTROSPECTION

One more symptom of the movie’s
trend toward introspection: Jack
White is making “Film Foolish,” |
epitomizing the fun and foibles of |
studioland In a one-reel satire. This |
comes close on the heels of Goldwyn’s
«Souls for Sale,” Lasky’s “Holly-|
wood,” Sennett’s “The Extra Girl,” |
Al (Christies “Hazel From Holly-
wood” and several others of the samel

nature.

-

“RYAN SERENADERS”
DANCE ORCHESTRA

Terms reasonable.

i
For Engagements Phone M 725.
4468-1-11

LAUGHS FROM
BATHING BEAUTES

One of Sennet’s
Pretty Peaches

EUGENIE GILBERT

£ MAN BEHIND
HE SGENE DOES
HIS BIG SHARE

Artists, Not Known Out
Front, Contribute to Suc-
cess of Stage Work,

There are some men upon whom fall
a large share of the success of a theat-
rical production but who, so far at
least as the audience is concerned, are
nameless. Upon them falls a great
deal ,of responsibility and hard work,
yet their names do not appear on the
programme, and although their -efforts
are often greeted with the plaudits of
the spectators, very few of the specta-
tors realize the human effort that is
behind those things which delight their
eyes.

Take the present bill at the Opera
House—The Love of Su Shong—for
instance. Excluding the prologue and
epllogue, the curtain rises three times
and each rise discloses a scene of rare
beauty and wonderful artistry. The

:whole layout is from the fertile and

imaginative brain of John Gordon, F.
James Carroll’s stage director. ° But
the actual concrete work is performed
by the scenic artist, R. C. Benjamin,
and the master mechanic, G. L. Du-
plissie, who with a few bare frames,
several yards of canvas and cotton,
oceans of paint and a few other odds
and ends, have fashioned settings
which carry the very atmosphere of
China right into the house.

The settings for the present show
are out of the ordinary run as produc-
tions of this magnitude and descrip-
tion go. Several pieces of pottery,
vases, towels, pipes and other articles,
from the collection of Mrs. A. J. Mul-
cahy, West St. John, have been used
to good effect and lend a touch of
reality to the details, The handling
of this important part of the stage
dressing is in the hands of Victor
Rossley, as master of properties.

The atmosphere of the production
is heightened during its course by the
lighting effects, which in this instance
are a little more intricate, but conse-
quently more effective,, than usual.
Responsibility for this end of the pres-
entation is in the capable hands of J.
A. Whitebone, chief electrician, who
has acted for several years in that
capacity.

The stage star can return to the
stage after the drop of the curtain to
receive the hearty approval which the
audience is pleased to accord his work;
but the scenic artist, the master
mechanic, the master of properties and
the electrician and all their assistants
must be content to stand behind the
scenes and—unknown and unseen—
accept the compliment which the spec-
tators extend to them by applause.
Their lot is not a great deal different
from many of their fellow men in real
life. There are thousands in all walks
who make the settings in which others

'shine, but thelr work is none the less

appreciated, even though they remain
nameless.

To these men behind—whether they
be in the earnest work of real life or
in the make-believe realms of stace
existence—these few words are re-
spectfully dedicated.

News Notes Gathered From the World of Stage
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GLORIA SWANSON, THE +«CLOTHES-HORSE,”
COMES TO FORE AS “THE ACTRESS”

(By Maurice Henle.)

New York—Gloria Swanson ap-
proaching a most important moment in
her life as a motion picture actress.

And I'm not quite certain, even after a
long talk with the 24-year-old star,
whether or not she fully realizes it

Miss Swansofi’s present popularity was
constructed largely—not entirely—but
largely around ‘“‘clothes.””” She had
played in a few pictures before coming
to Paramount in which wonderful gar-
ments were not employed to attract at-
tention to the actress. But since sign-
ing the Famous Players’ payroll certain-
1y in a big majority of her features the
clothes she has worn have attracted
fully as much as the young woman her-
self.

That’s why she frankly has called
herself a ‘‘clothes-horse.”

* s -

But at the present time in the Astoria
(L. I.) studios ‘“The Humming Bird" is
under production, and Miss Swanson
plays the lead.

You probably remember “"I’he Hum-
ming Bird"” well. It played on the legiti-
mate stage on Broadway about a year
-ago, the story about a young French girl
during the war days.

In this picture you will see Gloria,
Swanson, the actress—not Gloria Swan-
son, the ‘clothes-horse.” It demands
real acting. In some scenes she mas-
querades as a youth; in others she’s an
Apache of Paris. No fine c]othe‘s, except
at the very end.

L ®

“My ambition,” the star confided, ‘“‘is
to make, each year, four different types
of pictures. Under my present con-
tract, I make four pictures a year. So
far they’'ve all been more or less alike.
Light things. Nothing especially pene-
trating about the plots; little to make

is

GLORIA SWANSON.

you think. Wonderful clothes, ana
that’s about all.

“They don’t express my natural self.

I don’t say I'm moody, I won't admit

I'm always sad, but I've gone through
@ lot in my short life, and it hasn't all
been happy. I've been married twice,
I have a-little child of my own of three
years and an adopted tot of a year.
The children are, of course, my entire
life, and no woman who is" as devoted
to her children as I am, who cares for
them as I do, could possibly be the type
of woman portrayed by the parts I've
been taking in most of my pictures. Re-
cently I lost my father. That was a

crushing blow. We were so like pals,
and I had such a wonderful dream for
the future,

“All that’s left its stamp on me. I'm
far from being 'gay.

“And so I want each of my pictures
every year to be different,” she con-
tinued. “Four different, distinct types.
1 don’t want the people to grow tired of
me. 1 want them to like me so much.
I want them to come to the theatre
knowing they won’t see the same old
thing. I want to be Gloria Swanson,
the actress—not the ‘clothes-rack.’”

® ® L ]

Many times during the Interview she
would repeat that phrase, *‘the clothes-
horse” or the ‘“‘clothes-rack.” Public
opinion, deadly instrument, has believed
that clothes made Gloria Swanson. That
belief has come to her ears. Now she’s
fighting it, as one would fight a thing
that would destroy.

Perhaps she’s not fighting it for that |

reason, consciously, but it's almost cer-
tain clothes would® have destroyed
Gloria Swanson in time just as they
made her. -

Now comes the test. If she gains
public approval in this picture, and
judging from the few scenes I've seen
filmed I'm sure she will, then her dai-
rectors never will insist upon her wear-
ing the finery. If she doesn’t—but sure-
ly, she will!

DISGUISED DEFY T0
APPEAR ON STAGE

Will be a Purple Decked
Woman in Big New
Mystery Play.

(By Dominion News: Service.)

London, Jan. 10.—~God on the stage.
God, as a “majestic, golden-crowned,
purple-cloaked woman, flaunting high,
proud, green feathers.”

This is promised in a remarkable
new mystery play, “The Great World
Theatre,” to be produced this month
in St. Edward’s church, Holbeck,

Leeds, with the approval of the Bishop-

of Ripon and the Bishop of Whitby.

It is by Hugo von Hofmannthal,
and has already been played in the
Austrian town of Salzburg. The
Leeds Art Theatre will be responsible
for the presentation here.

The play is described as a symboli-
cal judgment of life. It was decided

that it could not be performed-in a
secular building.

A short prologue in heaven will in-
troduce the play. It in this part that
God appears. He asks the World to
arrange a play for Him. The World,
not knowing the purpose, obeys the
command.

An angel allocates the parts, the
World lends the costumes, and the
wandering souls disappear to prepare
themselves to play in God’s drama on
the stage, which is the World. One
soul protests before the spectacle of
life and death begins. He has been
allotted the part of the Beggar.

He complains that his role is too
bitter and too terrible for any one to
play,that the words are too tragic for
any one to utter. He attempts in vain
to destroy his past. The Angel re-
bukes him, and it is round this part
of the Beggar that the play moves.

It is the Beggar who learns the
meaning of Life. It is the Beggar w.ho
finally, white-haired and bent with
toil, -joyfully kisses the garment of
Death and enters into the presence of
God, triumphing over the Kin-g wit.h
his power, the Rich Man with his
wealth, Beauty with her pride, fmd the
peasant with his small possessions.

Barrymore Decides
ymTo Quit Hamlet

New York, Jan. 10.—Money doesn’t
mean a thing to John Barrymore. He
has been cleaning up in "Hamlet.”
and suddenly he announced to his
managers that he will quit the last of
this month. No explanation is offered
by the actor except “that he is tired.”
All of his bookings, including those in
Chicago, have been cancelled.

WELL, HOP TO IT!

Louis H. Tolhurst, scientist and

unaker of the exceptionally interesting

“Secrets of Life” series of insect pic-
tures for Sol Lesser, is abeut to put
the flea on the screen. Louis will

probably have his hands full when it

comes to doing the “scratch” titles.

__THE RITZ—
Tonight

The Rainbow Five

JAZZ ORCHESTRA
Imported Musicians of Merit.
Usual Prices—26¢c Adimission,

and 5¢c Per Dance.

5 4781-1-11

Empress Theatre
West St. John

TONIGHT
Special Comedy and 2 Hours
Vaudeville Show.

The Premier C. P. S. entertainers
engaged at an enormous expense for
one night only.

2 Hours of Happiness
JAZZ, COMEDY OPERA
IMPERSONATIONS

Do Not Miss This Great
Attraction.

B

TWO SHOWS NIGHTLY
Admission 26¢, 11c.

‘Klng."

JACKIE COOGAN

This Is playtime for Jackie because he has fin-
ished his first Metro pleture, “Long Live the

Jackle has roamed the offices of

many newspapers throughout the coun-

try, and here is shown operating a

linotype machine. -

Micky Lalonge
To Coach Cornell

Ithaca, N. Y., Jan. 10—An old
league ball player, Micky Lalonge, has
been emgaged by the Cornell Univer-
sity Athletic Association to coach the
candidates for pitcher during the
months of February and March. La-
longe, who has seventeen years’ experi-
ence as a catcher, has played with the
Washington and Philadelphia teams of
the American League. Lately he has
been with the San Francisco team on
the coast. He will come here next
month and remain until the beginning
of the spring campaign.

It has been in pitching that Cornell
has been weakest in recent years.nnd
Coach Carney hopes his new associates
will prove a great help in strengthen-
ing the Cornell Staff.

Queen §_quare

Don’t Miss This—Your Last
Chance to See the William
Fox Big Special

Genevieve Tobin
IN——

“NO MOTHER
TO GUIDE HER”

A Human Drama of Life’s Pitfalls.

Special Comedy
“Dance or Die”

NO ADVANCE IN PRICES
Friday, CHARLES JONES in

“Cupid’s Fireman”’

Frisch Is Offered
$18,000 a Year

New York, Jan. 10—Frankie Frisch,
the second baseman valued by Mang-
ger McGraw of the New York Glants
as a greater player than Rogers Horns-
by, of St. Louis, has been offered a
two-year contract at $I8,000 a season,
$5,500. more than he received for last
year.

OPERA HOUSE

The F.JAMES

INTERPRETERS OF CLASSIC &|

ALL THIS WEEK
|} Matinees— ['ue.-Thur.-Sat.

THE LOVE
OF SU SHONG

A Romance of China with
Thrills and Chills.

PLEASE NOTE

Subscription Seats and Tele-
phone Orders held until 748
only. Evening performances.

NBXT WEEK

Added attraction of excel-
lence in conjuction with the

CARROLL PLAYERS
TOM MARTELLE

The Gresiest of All Female
Impersonators in

‘THE FASHION SHOW’
1-12

APPOINT RECEIVER
FOROPERA COMPANY

Action Taken to Assure a
Continuance of Wagner-
ian Productions.

New York, Jan. 10.—After a trou-
bled engagement on tour and in New
York' the Wagnerian Opera Company,
which opened a six weeks’ season of
grand opera at the Manhattan on
Christmas night, is in the hands of a
receiver. The action was taken by the
management on advice of members of
the artistic personnel and sympathetic
friends and supporters, and was ex-
plained as an effort to conserve the as-
sets from legal attacks by small cred-
itors and thus assure continuity of the
activities of the organization.

Ben H. Atwell in announcing the re-
ceivership for the company said that
because the enterprise is a foreign cor-
poration it was entirely at the mercy
of creditors. “T'wo or three of the lat-
ter,” he said, “attached property of the
compeny late last week. The prospect
of a rush of petty creditors threatened

to defeat a refinancing .in which the|

officers are engaged and to wreck the
organizatiof as well as the season,
hence the action.” o

ANOTHER

Edwin T. Murdoch, an attorney,
was named as receiver. The appoint-
ment was made by Federal Judge
Francis Winslow of the Southern dis-
trict. He was formerly attorney for
the late Jacques le Baudy, “Emperor
of the Sahara.”

The receivership is temporary, ex-
tending only until Thursday, by which
time it is expected that the new financ-
ing, described as under way, is ex-
pected to bé completed. Then, accord-
ing to the talk about the Manhattan,
all outstanding claims will be paid in
full and the opera company will pro-
ceed as though nothing had happened.

Mr. Murdoch said: “It is regrettable
that a worthy organization with so fine
an aggregation of ‘artistic talent should
suspend its efforts because of monetary
considerations. This receivership, as 1
understand it, has been brought about
to prevent just that.

Six Race Horses
Burned to Death

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Jan. 10.—Six
horses, including Eva Guy, by Guy
Axworthy, and one of her colts, by
Justice Brooke, were burned to death
in a fire which destroyed the main
barn of the Hudson River Driving

Park, owned by the Jacob Ruppert
estate, here last night. The loss is
estimated at between $15,000 and

$20,000.
It is estimated that there are sixteen

tons of microscopic shellfish in every
c.ublc mile of the ocean.

THREE-DAY WINNER!

IMPERIAL THEATRE TODAY

Harry Leon Wilson’s Best Yamn

—One of the Fumniest of Films:

“RUGGLES F RED GAP”

. i . !
OULL SPLIT YOUR SIDES LAUGHING at the experiences of
Ruggles, very English valet, in the Western town of Red Gap.

Won from the Honorable George in a poker game,

he becomes servant

to Cousin Egbert, rough-and-ready Westerner. Then things happen at

a mile-a-minute clip!

Nobody can write good-natured satirical humor

so smartly as the author of “Ruggles of Red Gap,” “Merton of the

Movies,” etc.~

wood.”

And no director can visualize it on the screen so humor-
ously as James Cruze, producer of “The Covered Wagon” and “Holly-
L]

’ERE’S THE RIPPING CAWST

Ruggles
Cousin Egbert ....

€L .ccocsccccccs
csesvsccscnse

Mrs, Effie

Mrs. Belknap-Jackson ..
My, Belknap-Jackson
Ma Pettingill

Earl of Brinstead .........
Hon, George .........

Edward Horton

P Ernest Torrence

Lois Wilson

il Fritzt Ridgeway
il Charles Ogle
Louise Dresser

e D Anna Lehr

William Austin
Lillian Leighton
......... Thomas Holding

............. Frank Elliott

.... Kalla Pasha

.. Sidney Bracey -
Milt Brown
Guy Oliver

SCENIC PRELIMINARY PICTURE TODAY
PEARL WHITE SERIAL FRIDAY

_F

LISTEN FRIENDS

this is another of the
better pictures; a popular novel in
perfect movies, Four shows daily,

bigger,

UNIQUE

ANOTHER SNAPPY WEEK-END SHOW

Peppery Johnny Hines in his greatest yet.
table cyclone of laughs,
punch. ;

A veri-

thrills, speed, pep and

P

,

JOHNNY HINES
VIOLET MERSEREAU
ROBERT EDESON

»
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)
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inyour pipe-!
Johnny Hines’

latest and greatest

UCKY

WARNER RICHMOND

CHARLIE MURRAY
FLORA FINCH

BUSTER KEATON in
“THE GOAT”

Timber Queen

Episode 12.
REGULAR PRICES

.
3

HAMBOURG TRIO
WARNLY RECEIVED

“Talented Musicians Heard
in Concert at Pythian
Castle.

An enthusiastic audience quite as
large as that which greeted Mark
Hambourg, the great pianist, assembléd
to hear his brother, Boris Hambou¥g,
the noted ’cellist, who with Geza ‘de
Kresk, violinist, and Reginald Stewart,
pianist, all of Torontp, gave a pro-
gramme par excellence last evening in
Pythian Castle Hall. The master -of
the ’cello played this difficult instru-
ment with great skill, and received ex-
tended applause, which brought him
out to play a beautiful air by Hure,.a
French composer, after a skilled pres-
entation of the elaborate selection from
Tschaikowsky, “Variations on a Rocoee
Theme.” '

The only adverse criticism that coul
be made was that the pianist, whou.is
himself a skilled performer of wonder-
ful expression and fine technique, for-
got in his accompaniments to subordi-
nate himself to the other instruments.
The lateness of starting the perform-
ance was also cause for regret. This
did not make for the perfection in the
programme that was hoped for by A.
Victor Lee, the manager, who received
congratulations for the otherwise out-
standing success. The trio played a
varied number of selections that magle
up a programme in themselves, and ge-
ceived an ovation, but time did net
permit of encores being given.

Mr. Kresk was particularly fine in
his violin selections. He played with
fervor of expression and control in
technique, which seemed secondary .to
the music he drew from the instrument
He responded to deafening applause by
playing Martini’s “Andantine.”

There was a marked favor shown
Mr. Stewart, who played the piano
with wonderful brightness of tone. Fe
was particularly happy in his selections
and played the fine running numbers
with delightful facility. His presenta-
tion of Chopin’s Valse in D Flat, pldy-
ed recently by the great pianist, M4rk
Hambourg, was different in interpreta-
tion, but none the less enjoyabhle. The
notes rippled like a beautiful stream,
although history relates that the orig-
in of the piece was something' not ‘so
romantic. His encores were “In Old
Vienna,” by Godowski, and a humor-
ous story about “The Donkeys,” a new
composition, by Grovlez. This was
played\ for the first time in St. John
last evening. ¢

77 YEARS OLD:
NEVER SAW MOVIE

| Hermit Who Dodged Work

All Life, Killed by
Cold.

Bridgeport, Jan. 10—Believed to have
been overcome by cold and exposure, as
he made his way from his shack to a
well a short distance away, George
Washington Gilbert, 77, the ‘“Hermit of
Ridgefield,”” was found dead by Joseph
Knapp, a neighbor. Gilbert, who lived
in Ridgefield all his life, will be buried
at the town’s expense unless some one
claims the body.

The hermit boasted that he had never
worn a pair of shoes or done a day’s
‘work. In his seventy-seven years he
had never traveled more than twenty
miles from the spot where he was born.
He had never seen a movie picture, a
trolley car or a steamboat.’

““There has never been a romance; in
my life,”” he said a few months before
his death. ‘I never sought women be-
cause I never wanted petticoat govern-
ment, and I never had any in my ilife.
Woman is the root of all evil.”

He lived in a -one roomed shack
among underbrush and shaded in sum-
mer by apple trees. The shack was
built for him by Col. George Knox, hat
manufacturer, who had befriended him
many times during his life.

The original Gilbert home was located
a few yards from the shack. Matthew
Gilbert, a Colonial lieutenant-governor,
came to America in 1708, settling in
Ridgefleld. He was the first ancestor
there of the hermit. Gilbert’'s great-
grandfather married an Indian squaw
from- whom he inherited 1,000 acres,
which now comprise the property of
wealthy summer residents between
Branchville and Ridgefield. His grand-
father, David Gilbert, fought with Gen.
Putnam and at the battle of Harlem
Heights captured the Hessian sword
which was the hermit’s proudest posses-
sion. This and a family Bible, water-
marked and thumbed, owned by his In-
dian great-grandmother, he prized, and
frequently in summer he could be seen
near his home with both in his hands.

Col. Knox offered him a comfortable
home, but Gilbert preferred to loaf and
read the Romance languages.

Tribute Paid To
Hackett on Return

New York, Jan. 10—An English-
speaking actor received a formal civic
reception for the first time in history
when James K. Hackett arrived in
New York aboard the White Star liner
Majestic.

A special committee met the Ameri-
can thespian at the Battery, and ac-
companied him to City Hall, where
Acting Mayor Murray Hurlbert deliv-
ered an address of welcome. Repre-
sentatives of the L.ambs’ Club, the Gar-
rick Club, the Century Theatre Club,
the Twelfth Night Club, and the
Drama Club participated in the wel-
come to Hackett.

The actor is back after three years
of successes in FEurope, where the
French government awarded him the
Legion of Honor as a tribute to his
ability on the stage.




