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GOVERNMENTS TO

BOTH
; BLAME.

In his annual report as President of
he Royal Bank of Canada, Sir Herbert
'flult, while joining with many other
gruminent Canadians in urging a

wlicy: of retrenchment and national
iconomy, said that it is well-nigh
ihpossiblc because the country is
paded down with fixed charges. The
Jttawa Journal calls this statement
‘a wail of despair,” and then delivers
{ homily upon controllable and uncon-
rollsble expenditures, stating that
vhat is controliable is hefore the ex-
sense is added to the debt of the
wuntry; then the Interest charges
ipon it become uncontrollable. ‘When
jir Herbert Holt spoke of the fixed
sverhead charges he referred no doubt
‘o the one hundred and thirty-five
nillion dollars of interest payable
mnnually, as well as the fifty-odd
pillion dollars required every year for
jensions. We cannot get rid of these
sayments. They must be provided for,
>ut we can control many other “or-
iinars’” expenses of the administration
by paring them to the bone. The
fournal is too apt to see red every time
% thinks about Mackenzie King s
eadér of the government, or the Pro-
gressive party. There is no good, in
ts opinion, in either of them, and in
ts demands for economy and retrench-
ment and lessening of the debt it 1s
‘00 apt to vehemently declare that the
sresent Liberal government is respon-
sible for all the additions to the debt
sinee the end of the war, when as a
fatter of fact the Union government,
led «by Sir Robert Borden and Sir
Arthur Meighen, were in power for
:mb_lx the same period since the
:\rm‘;tice as the government of Prime
Minigter Mackenzie King. We -are not
makii'lg any excuse for. either of Lhese
govci:nments for what may be termed
extravagance. We believe they had
sufficient excuse in the war burden
imposed upon the country to say to
the people after the armistice: “We
must géf along upon as little as pos-
sible. Every unnecessary official musl
find  employment elsewhere, and al’
branches' of * departments not essential
to the administration of the country’s
«fairs must be suspended for a time.”
We ~believe that Sir Robert Borden
“should have said to the members of

parliament, “You must reduce your

indeggnities and get along on as little |

as wyou can.” and his example would
tave been followed by Mr. Meighen
and Mackenzie King as leaders of
federal administrations. But “these
things have not bccn\done, and the
people are excessively weary of paying
«xorhitant income taxes as well o8
ales: taxes and impositions of all
kinds. Something must be done, and
‘the sooner the government realizes this
the Dbetter for the country and the
belter for themselves. But it does no
zood for the Ottawa Journal or any
other Tory newspaper to claim that
the cost of Canada’s debt since the
was has been due entirely to the pres-
ent government. That will never ge!
us anywhere. The Journal stands for
and approves of all the deficits on the
Canadian National Railways, which are
adding materially to the indebtedness
of Canada, but it disapproves of what
it calls the “pork barrel,” and asks its
readers to recollect what was said n
flalifax, and Ken%, Essex and North-
umberland countics at Lhe time of the
by-elections held there.  Well, there
has been no expenditum in Halifax in
spite of the promises. Northumber-
*¥ couldn’t have asked for much, as
aing has been started there yet. As

¢ as we know the same is true in
Kent and in Fssex. But all this time
there have been very heavy and insist-
ent ‘demands on the part of the over-
manned and over-womaned civil ser-
vice at Ottawa for uncreased salaries.
\The Journal does not complain of this,
although it must know that extrava-
gance begins right on the doorstep of
the 'governAn‘lent in the city where it is
published, If they retrench in
Qitawa and get along with about half
of \he number of civil servants em-
ployed there and make our costs of
pajiamcnts much less as well, the
people throughout the west and the
cast would gladly co-operate to bring
about a more economical condition >f

can

affairs.

Céurt stenographers in- recent con-
vention agreed that “men are talking
faster than formerly.” They could not
have been acquainted with the Ilate
Senator John V. Ellis, or with the late
Rev. J. DeSoyres, the Rector of Stone
Church in this city, or the Hon. W. S.
Fielding,” the present Minister of
Finance, when they were in their
prime on the platform. One of the
best of New Brunswick stenographers,
past or present, Frank Risteen, who
passed away many years ago, used to
jay that Mr. Ellis talked from one
hundred and- forty to two hundred
aords a minute, and certainly anybody
who had the pleasure of listening to
‘he Rev. Mr. DeSoyres or to Hon. W,
i, Pielding will agree that for rapidity

s diction It was difficult to excel
hem. :

ABUSE OF THE FRANKING
PRIVILEGE.

’

The French Deputies of Paris were\
recently given the privilege of free
postage, which was never known in
France before, and one of the mem-
bers started out to make a free distri-
bution of seasonal cards at the festive
season to his constituents. This re-
sulted in the franking privilege being
restricted. In this country when par- |
liament used to meet before Christmas,
ag it did for some years, it was no un-
usual thing for the members to take
advantage of the “frank” and send
Christmas and New Year greetings to
all of those who had voted for them,
as well as to many whom they expectel
to convert. Our Post Office authorities,
even if the mails were crowded with
the usual holiday business, did not
<4bat an eye,” but carried the additional
mail from the House of Commons with-
out objection. Of course the franking
privilege is technically expected to
cover the official correspondence ot
members and to make it possible for
them' to correspond more freely with |
their constituents and to reply more
frequently to the letters they receive
without too much additional cost to
them. The mere use of such a frank
is not objectional, but it has been so
abused in sending out business circu-
lars, election appeals and pamphlets,
coples of speeches, newspapers, parcels
of merchandise, etc., etc., that the time
has arrived when it might properly be
restricted and the expenses of the
post office department considerably
decreased. Let us practice econoin
where we can and not continue o do
those things we should not. The sav-
ing in this particular may not amount
to more than a few thousand dollars,
but a few thousand dollars here and
a few more there sometimes make a
very respectable total.

ANOTHER:* BIG MATTER TO
SETTLE.

Sir Adam Beck does not regard the
recent decision at Washintgon with
reference to the diversion of the waters
of the Great Lakes at Chicago as final,
for, while it was in favor of the Cana-
dian contention, hie thinks that the
necessity for showdown between
powerful * conflicting interests will cail
for the exercise of the greatest vigilance
and energy on the part of this country.
Iz is fortunate for Canada that eo
.many of the states bordering on the
1akes are in accordance with our view
regarding the diversion. The federal,
government insists that the diversion of
(ireat Lakes water down the Missis-
sippii River via the Chicago drainage
canal must be considered in negotiation
for a treaty for the construction of the
St, Lawrence waterway improvement:.
The St. Lawrence waterway improve-
ments have not met with the approval
of {he Canalian Parliament as yet.
There is no doubt but that the West
and Ontario will be strongly in favor
of it—the West because it may mean
cheaper grain freights to the sea, and
Ontario because it will surely mean
greater oppoxtunity for hydro power.
But what will the Province of Quebec
say? Will the very substantial inter-
esls of Montreal fegl that its import-
ance as a shipping port is threatened by
the proposal to construct another water-
way that will carry cargo ships from
the ocean to the head of Lake Superior?
The rallways, too, which have a large
carrying trade from the West and the
Georgian Bay ports to Montreal, will
regard very seriously any system of
canals from the St. Lawrence to Lakes
Michigan and Superior that will com-
pete with their present business. " All
of the problems that confront govern-
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Elected by St. David’s Sunday
School—Annual Meetiiz
Held Last Evening.

The annual meeting of St. David’s
Sabbath School was held last nigh{ at
ehe residence of the superintendent,
Robert Reid, 12 Peters street. The
minister, Rev. Hugh Miller, presided,
with Miss Alberta Nelson, as secre-
tary. Reports wege read from all de-
partments, and the various organized
classes, showing an enrolment of 889 in
the main school; 46 in Home Depart-

‘ment, and 48 on the Cradle Roll. The

total money contributed from all
sources was $1,006.27, as follows: For
Missions, $588.98 and general expenses,
$467.34; the tverage attendance for
school was 184.

The following officers were elected:
Honorary superintendent, John Roger-
son; superintendent, Robert Reid;
associated superintendent, D. W, H.
Mageé; general secretary, W. Ronald
Nase; financial secretarics, L. T. Allen,
J. D. Jamieson; recording secretary,
L. G. Sinclairy librarians, J. S.’ Elliott,
C. L. Hay; superintendent primary
and cradle roll, Mrs. Robert Reid;
secretary primary department, Miss
Margaret Dunlop; superintendent home
department, Mrs. E. J. Mays; se
tary of home department. Mrs. W. M.
Smith; secretary, I. B. R. A.. Miss B.
Henderson; superintendent Jjunior
church service, Miss Alberta Nelson;
pianist junior church service, Miss
Marion Sterling; secretary church at-
tendance, S. Douglas MacGowan;
leuder C. S. E. T., A. R. Crookshank;
leader C. G. 1. T., Miss Marjorie Rob-
inson; organist, Miss Phyllis Mac-
Gowan; acsistant organist, Maurice
Watson. Executive committee, Robert
Reid, D. W. H. Magee, W. R. Nase,
A. R. Crogkshank, Miss J. Milligan,
Mrs. R. A. Jamieson, Miss M. Robin-
son, Mrs. A. W. Petech and Mrs. S.
Hanson.

The appointment of a missionary
superintendent and a choir leader was
left to the executive committee. At
the close of the meeting a very pleasant
balf hour was spent in social inter-
course, dainty refreshments being serv-
ed by the hostess, after which a hearty
vote of thanks was passed to Mr. and
Mrs. Reid.

ROYAL ARCH MASONS
INSTALL ~ OFFICERS

Harold\Hooper Leads Carleton
Chapter — Pleasant Social
Hour Follows Ceremony.

There was a large gathering of
masons at Masonic Temple last night
when the installation of officers of
Carleton Royal Arch Chapter was con-
ducted by the Most Excellkent Grand
High Priest William H. § ith, assist-
ed by Grand Lodge officers. The offi-
cers installed were as follows: H. P,
Harold Hooper; K, A. €.“Lemon; 8,
J. W. Doncan; treasurer,“H. A. Por-
ter; secretary, A. B. Steeves; C..of H,,
J. S. Hoyt; P. S., P. E. Spear; R. A.
C., H. T. Dakip; M. of 8 V., A. Hoar;
M. of 2 V., T4 Ballantyne; M. of 1 V.,
Ell Boyaner; tyler, George Hay. After
the installation the ‘members adjourn-
ed to the banquet hall and were serv-
ed supper. - With orchestral music and
vocal solos by DeWitt Cairns and ad-
dresses by Grand Lodge officers, the
assemblage was brought to a close
with the singing of God Save the King.

Wetmore Case In -
Police Court Ends

_Satisfactory explanation having been
made to Police Magistrate Henderson
and no evideneg having been produced
in the case of Cyril F. Wetmore,
charged with misappropriation of funds
to the extent of $85, the prisoner was
dismissed from custody at noon yester-
day. Wetmore was arrested several
days ago and after appearing in court
was remanded. He was taken into
court again yesterday. After a few
remarks by
released.

MAGAZINES AS TEXTBOOKS.

LONDON, Jan. 16—(United Press)
—Readin’, ritin’ and ’rithmetic may or
may not be taught most effectively to
thé tune of the old-time hickory stick.
but one of the best means of making
geography visual to children is through
the use of travel posters and pictures
clipped from magazines.
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Norea oleasx,

ments are in no one section of the coun-
try. They exist from ocean to ‘ocean
and require the most accurate informa-
tion and the calmest consideration for
their settlement.

i ———

There won’t be a total solar eclipse
visible again in Canada until 2144 A.
D. So when this one takes place a
week from Sunday, on the 24th, every-

body should get their spy glasses out.
* & *x 2

The afternoons are getting longer.
Have you noticed it? They are nearly
twenty minutes longer than they were
in December, and only last Sunday
morning did the sun rise even a minute
earlier. It is comforting, however, to
know that when January ends, old Sol
will begin to greet us at about seven
o'clock in the mording and the days

(

will have made a definite start to|

spring and summer length.
« x x ¥

U. S. Secretary of State Charles Evans |
Hughes has occupied many important
positions in public life. He was Gov-
ernor of New York, Justice of the
Supreme Court and Secretary of State
all within twenty years. Now he s
poor, and is starting out again to
scramble for a living. He has won the
approval of the people of the United |
States, and who knows what may be |
in store for him Four yeers hmcc.!
{if the republic wan's another presi-
dential candidate, who is better ﬁl’h‘wll
| for the job than
; Hughes?

Charles  Fuvans |

Booo0tl | Necw

R arneoto <o
./cj"h«.'

sl Rent m=e,

the magistrate he was
-
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Sir,—The letter dated January 3
from Mr. Pooler, of the N. B. Power|
Company, to His Worship the Mayor |
and the Commissioners of the Cityi|
suggests the advent of another phase|
of the power question in St. John. Asl
a member of the Civic \Power Commis- |
sion and an advocate of ‘Hydro’ from |
its very inception here, might I be per- |
mitted space to nfike aefew remarks rc|
Mr. Pooler’s letter and the situation in{
general. \ !

While Mr. Pooler’s proposals for co-
operation appear well founded and
made in an apparently proper spirit,
yet I feel that a note of caution might
well be sounded on the subject of the
proposed amalgamation and even on
the question of entering into negotia-
tions at all. Much negotiating has al-
ready heen done and the present stand
of the city on the power question is
the outcome of these negotiations and
the result of carrying out the expressed
will- of the people.

A rose by any other name would be
as sweet and the Power Company of
today is not at the, root so differen®
from the Power Company of a few
vears ago. True the Federal Light and
Traction Comipany is in control but
this was the case back in 1922 when
the city made its final proposal to buy
out the interests of the Powgr Com-
pany for about 2! millions of dollars
and Mr. Saunderson was present and
in control when this offer was refused.
It is no doubt a fact that this refusa!
was, in part, prompted by the hope
that the city might be prevented by
some stratagem from going into the
sale and distribution of power.

Let us suppose for a moment that
the offer had been accepted. St. Joln
would have heen saddled at once with |
an additional capital expenditure of
82,500,000 and in retirn would have ac-

quired (1) the gas plant; (2) the street
railway and (8) the power business |
then controlled by the Power Com-
pany. The first two St. John did not
and does not wish to control or oper-
ate. The third item is today in the|
hands of the Civic Power Commission. |
1 say this advisedly for we are even|
now selling as much power in St. Join
as was ®manufactured by the Power
Company (exclusive of street railway
requirements) before we started in the
business and this despite the fact that
the Power Company still retains a con-
siderable portion of its power business.
This is an indication of greater use of
alectricity for domestic and commer-
cial purposes. The total capital expen-
diture necessary to attain this end was
about  $575,000 including interest
charges to date;’ construction cost;
buildings§ cost of unused current;
stocks on4hand etc., and today St.
John is enjoying power rates that arz
only a fraction of the rates formeriy
charged.

The fact that the Power Company’s
rates of today are practically on a par
with the divic rates, is no proof of their
desire to give the citizens of St. John
power at low rates. It is the only
course they could pursue in the face
of such drastic competition.

As Mr. Pooler says, St. John does

want adequate street railway and gas
service as wel! as the cheap light and

but why ask St. John to sacrifice what
it has already attained in the latter
branch for the promise of better things

L
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Make all rooms comfortable witht
ELECTRIC HEATERS. We sell |
them at $4.50 and upwards.

“Efectrically at Your Service.”

The Wekb Electric Co. 8

93 Germain St. }

|

M. 2152 M 4049 |

. QMAL

At tr

.

. STONE:
BEAN pOT?S

THEKing MoTHER USEP

o5 rich BAKED BEANS |
lenty of

.

&

Made by

Fe93 . 'The FOLEY POTTERY §

power which hydro has made possible; |

grade service and cxcessively high cost
on this essential commodity.

Electricity, today, enters so intimate-
ly into the everyday domestic and cum-vl
mercial life of a community, that it!
ranks with water supply and drainage.
What would the average citizen thinkL
of permitting private monopoly of thest |
utilities? = %

Professor Baird of =N, B.|
states that “Providenc: has been |
watching over St. John,” referring to!
the possible dangerous contliet Detween |
the two ('stribution systems. Admnit- |
ting that ail clectrical overhead sys-,
terus in public thoroughfares are a |
potential source of danger. there is stil! |
some room for doubt as lo the sincer-|
‘ty of some folks in their concern for |
the welfare of our citizens. I thinkl
personally that Prof. Baird, in his prc~!
I'minary report, as quoted by Mr. |
Eooler, went Jjust a little further than |
the circumstances of the case warrant-|
ed. At any rate the city wiil certainiy |
correct any dangerous conditions which
niay exist and the court is to. he com-
wended for so ordering. in justice to
the Civic Commission it is only fair to
state that no court order would have
L:icen necessary if the Power Co. had
permitted the correction of these in-
terferences as the erection of the sys-
tem went on. We proposed doing all
the necessary work entirely at our own
expense but co-operation was flatly re-
fused by the Power Co.

Mr. Pooler likewise deplores the du-
plication of poles in our streets. We
all do, but the necessity for samre must
be laid to the need of cheaper power
and the ..impossibility of getting it |
without the duplication. Here again
the Power Co. refused to co-operate in
refusing the free use of our poles for
the two systems. |

Mr. .Pooler’s idea of co-operdtion |
seems one-sided ‘and is based on . the]
présumption that the city should turn!
ovér the business of the Power Commis-
sion to. the Power Co. in return for a
nominal control of rates. I say nom-|
inal beécause the fixing of rates wouldl
be beyond our power, the reason being |
'that the Power Company has had leg-
islation enacted authorizing them to
earn certain dividends on certain capi-
talization values and to fix rates neces-
sary to earn such dividends. Their
alr(;ady aqueous capital would neces-
sarily ‘be augmented by the capital
cost of Ahe-civic system and yet we are
asked/$o trust in Providence under the
gqisé f the Power Company that rates
will be maintained at about the present
level. ‘Providence might not be so
watchful over our interests as Prof.
Baird says it has in the past. The
(ixgd charges of the Power Compans~
(I;quotc“ from the Kensit report so |
painstakingly prepared to demonstrate
the futility of trying to reduce rates)

!
5

the

cost of service today if the increase in |
capitalization \just mentioned were tni
be added. = {

It is sincerely to be hoped that in|
this matter of a proposed get-together ' —
with the Power Company the city |
fathers will exercise the keenest cau-|
tion, go fully into all facts pertaining|
o the situation and consider fully and!i
well what has already been accom- |
plished by hydro for St. John.

Thanking you, Mr. Editor, I am

Sincerely yours,
JOHN

| Examine It
If ever a Diamond shone and sparkled to

powerful advantage at a modest price, here
it is.

N. FL.OOD.

VOTING ON FEB. 5

Writ Issued For By-election in| Its full beauty is reared upon tall White

Gloucester County—Nomina- ‘! Gbldtc]afwshof‘deli?ate Ttﬁper, reyealing every
tons Jefury 20 aspect of the jewel. e carving along the

shoulders of the ring is likewise this Moon-
:’ light White, while Green Gold for the rest of

FREDERICTON, Jan, t5—The writ | : :
was issued today for a by-election in ;hlel (;OOP pamt adds one charm to another—
. L]

Gloucester county ‘to fill the vacancy in & :
the Provincial Legislature eaused by the Diamond Rings come as low as $20 at the
Senior Jewelers, where every grace of mount-

elevation of Hon. J. P. Byrne, former
Attorney-General, to the Supreme Court . s i
ing is found. Special buying power provides
special choice and value.

ferguson & Page

day, Feb. 5, and nominations one week
- Jewelers -

earlier, Jan. 29.
~

To Stop a Cold in One Day
Take Laxative BROMO QUININE
Tablets. (The First and Original Cold
and Grip Tablet.) A Safe and Proven
Remedy. The box bears signature of
E. W. Grove. 30c. Made in Canada.

Don’t miss Oak Hall's 36th Januacy
sale. Open Saturday night.. Everythinz
at a sale price.

N

A Warm, Grateful Welcome

When the mercury is 'way down—and you come in, chilled through and
through, especially if your room is a bit colder on some days than on others,
the grateful, glowing heat of the

oIL

‘ PERFECTION HEATER

will soon make you forget you were cold. Think of it—10 hours heat on a gal-
lon of Kerosene Qil. There's a Perfection Oil Heater to suit your purse and
purpose in the display of

EMERSON BROS., LTD.

Close at 6 daily, except Saturdays when the closing hour is 3.
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII-IIIIIIIIII IIIII-
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. way With
i‘a Rush

SUEDENE COATS
" This lot fur'trimmed and
Canton lined

$32.5

Values to $65.00.

Just aFewilsabells, Red |
and Silver Grey

$27.50

6\ONLY
SUEDENE COATS
Squirrel and Seal Trim/
med, Canton lined and
°  heavily interlined

$39.75

Values to $90.00
T ¥an ]
SEALINE STOLES
Values to $35.00.
-Bankrupt Price

10 Only
Marvella
Trimmed Coats
Light and dark
collars full lined

clear poek fat and
' ALWAYS BAKE in the OLD FASH. |
; {ONED BEAN PQT ‘

and interlined.

$22.50

Values to $45 -

$10.95

Sizes 16 to 44

Every Coat, 125 in all, put
to leave this store within 10

$6.95 $12.95

If you do not need a coat in this group, you
can put it away for next seasoh.

$16.951$21.95

This lot, any size,

$30.00 value.

$9.95

EVENING
DRESSES

12 only, in all
shades.
importations

$16.501$2.95]$5.95

CLOTH DRESSES

Our full stock grouped in 3 prices, all colors, black, brown,
navy, sand E

$12.95.

Sizes 16 to 44

MEN’S OV RCOATS

Values to $40.00.

Alex. Lesser’s

—

r’'s Bankrupt Sale

Lesst

" “Stock bought for 25¢ on the dollat. ;Evelr};kédy come and enjoy your feast of Bafgaina. This Sele only for limited
time. Come while the picking is good. ‘ |

CANTON CREPE

¥ 100 Canton Dresses,
all shades, sizes, in new-
est styles—a gift at

$14.95

Values to $30.00
R
65 GEORGETTE -

Satin, Canton, plain,
beaded and fur trim-
med Dresses. Values
to $50.00—

$19.95

ST SRS R E R
CANTON CREPE
69 wonderful Dresses

$16.95

Sizes to 44

12 only
Camel Hair
Coats

These are all
full lined and
worth double—

$9.95
e i)
15 . Silk
Marvella Coats
Full lined, Fall,
Winter or
Spring Coats,
sacrificed—

$15.95

27
Trimmed Coats
Suedene.

Any Coat in
this lot worth
double

$19.95

VELVET
DRESSES
In Brown and
Navy

$10.95

Values to $24.00

Ladies’ :
Fur Trimmed
Suits
4 only,
sizes 36 and 38

$12.95

I wish to apologize to those
who did not get served in the
rush. 1 will have extra help on
now, as there was a larger rush
than I expected.

Yours truly,

ALEX LESSER.
SRR T R

25cC

5 ON THE DOLLAR
Is What We Paid for This
Stock
[ e et ]
5995 | 160ny

. : Zeveline Coats,
F“‘A,?&';‘;’i‘“" all silk lined

Velours and interlined

Full lined. $1 4.95

There is a Coat
for you. Values to $35

i

. Special

Mannish

Tailored Coats
all wool

$5.98 '

Here They Are
84 Fur Trimmed
DUVETYNS
SUEDENE
COATS

All  fur collars,
some with cuffs.
Values to $35.00,:
all full lined and
interlined. $Sizes
14 to 44, anl all
shades.

8 ONLY MARVELLA COATS

Canton Crepe lined and
interlined.

Values to $55.00

$19.95

50 WOOL CREPE
CANTON CREPE
and CLOTH
DRESSES

$16.50

8 Only
Marvella Coats

14 FLANNEL ,/
DRESSES

Some

SKIRTS

$2.25 $3.95
$4.95

150 Men’s Suit

Our whole range, nothing held out. These
include tweeds, worsteds, serges, in navy, brown,
stripes and other shades. Values among this
lot up to $45.00. Your suit at a price to appeal.

$‘| 0.95 $1 5.95 $2 4

26 - Charlotte Street - 28

EXTRA EXPERIENCED HELP WANTED

/

$16.95

Sizes 16 to 54

BOYS’ SUITS

$4.95
Also $8.95
and $10.95
R T e
BOYS’
OVERCOATS
Any Boy's Over-
coat in stock up to
size 12 years old

$6.50
Values $12.00 to
$18.00

in 4 groups, priced
days.

This lot.




