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When the
was figstaseriously considered as a White
House possibility, speculation became rife
as to what manner of woman was his wiie,
and whether or not she would as gracefully
preside at the ‘White House functions as
did the one woman whose name will ever
be a by-word when ‘The First Lady in
the I@ng” is . discussed—Mrs. ;Grover
Cieveland. The White House has had
two mistresses since the Clevelands took
their departure for the more secluded and
exclusive life at Princeton, leaving*behind
theny memories of a regime where Mrs.
Clevéland was concerned as tender and
halldved as those surrounding the peerless
Dolly Madison. :

Mrs. Williain McKinley was Mrs. Cleve-
land’s-immediate successor, but the deli-
cate state of her health compelled her to
Keep well in the background, and the more
arduous duties confronting the nation’s
‘hogtess fell to the lot of others, the wives
of cabinet ministers or other women of
the official family delegated by Mrs. Mec-
Kinley to represént: her at the hundred
and one public fmgqf,ibns"that are annual
White House fixtutes.. Then came Mrs.
Theodore Roosevelt, dnd, whereas she is
known far and near as a charming hostess,

et it is a wellknown fact . that Mrs.
;{oosevelt is far happier when surrounded
oaly “by “members of her immediate family
than. when -presiding at state functions,
where' -officialdorh ik her guest.

Mrs.. Roosevelt’ had taet—abundance, in.

Fact—and she is a keen observer, too. This
was clearly demonstrated by the wholesale
sweép she made when she entered - tlie
‘White House: as its.mistress. Mrs. Roose-
\;glt.has as little regard for precedent as
lier husband, and this is proven by the
yattling of drybones. and. snapping of -red
tape that followed:the general-house-clean-

name of William Howard Tait

3
ing when she became the
lady.” New York may thank Mrs. Roose-
velt for its present police (commissioner
for Major Bingham' had“ruled the White
House with an unbroken sway for many
years prior-to the advent of the Roose-
velts.
choosing of the floral decorations to grace
the table, at luncheon and dinner when
the official. family were to entertain.

Mrs. Roosevelt’s first. act was to select
as her social aide-de-camp Miss Belle Hag-
ner, ‘¢ yolng woman of rare charm of
manner, tact, beauty and birth, all of
which admirably fitted her for the post to
which she was appointed. As a result of
a clash between Miss Hagner and Major
| Bingham, the latter received his ‘conge
and orders issued from the War Depart-
ment deposed him as major domo of the
White House, and he once more resumed
his duties afield.

FIRST BLOOD FOR MRS. ROOSEVELT

A change quite as radical as that be-
tween the McKinley and Roosevelt re-
gimes is looked forward to when Mrs.
Taft usurps Mrs. Roosevelt’s place. Events
of the past few weeks have clearly demon-
strated that Mrs. Taft is not only a.- wo-
man of grace apd charm, but one of brains
as well.. Long identified with official
Washington, she has had ample opportun-
ity to study conditions there existing, and
what woman who has ever been an in-
tegral part’ of official ‘Washington has not
indulged in that dream: “If I were the
first lady ‘in the land?” This Mrs. Taft
will be in every eseential. She has made
a splendid start by allying herself with
that great organization, the National Civic
¥ederation, and taking a commanding lead
in that body, she has endeared herself to

that class of women who are sometimes

JUAL MEETING OF THE

Eafgé.:Attendéhce at the-90th Annual Meeting Held in St.
David's- Church Last Night—Eloquent Speakers Talk of the
Work — Reports Submitted and Executive Committee

Elected.§

i

The 99th annual meeting of the New
Brunswick auxuiary of the:Bible Society,
which.was held in St. David’s church lasy
night, was a great success. 'The body of
the church was filled?and-many found ac-
commodation in the galleries. In the ab-
sence of Chief Justice Barker, Hon. J. G.
Yorbes presided-and interesting. addreeses
were delivered /by the chairman, Rev. R.
A, -Armstrong, Rev. Dr. Flanders and
Rev. Dr. Heine, 1t was announced that
as the financial- returns were not all in
the reports of.-the. secretary, George A.
Henderson, and the treasurer, Joshua
Clawson, could not” be read but that they
would be printed in the annual report.,

Rev. Mr. Ammstrong, -rector- of rinity,
spoke-on the ible and its message. He
first expressed his pleasure at being called
aipon to speak at the annual meeting of
the Bible Sociefy because of the cosmo-
politan character of its work. Sometimes
the society took the pioneer work into
its own hands and carried the Bibie into
lands in which it was never heard of be-
fore. : :

The Bible's message to the world was a
many sided one. In the first place it was
a message about-God.” Men, by their own

gveasoning powers, could assure themselves
that there.jvas a power greater than their
own in {he universe. 'I'he heathen had

dome this #Hiuch, but the consciousness gave,

rise to cringing fear in their hearts. The

Bible in its message, however, told ‘of a

od who was like a father to the race.
This thought was all through the Old
Testament and was crystalized in the New
Testament in the words: “God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten
Son to save the world.”

In the second place the message of the
Bible was a message -about” man. It taught
that this life was but a portion of a-life
that never should end.
in ancient times, such. as Plato, had a
dim peteeption of this truth but the Bible
made it for all a glorious reality. This
thought enabled all to do their duty more
bravely and to endurc affliction without
murmiring and also taught greater re-
speet for human life.

Lastly, the message of the Bible was
one of power.. “To as many as received
Him :to them gave He power to become
the sons of God.” 1t was also a message
of urgent duty. It was man’s duty to go
forth and carry vo others the precious
mesgage he had received. . Rev. Mr. Arm-
_strong spoke of the conditions in the
Congo and. Japan, wherc missions were
founded but died out because the natives
had not réceived the Bible in their own
:{ongue. In Madagascar, on the other
hand, where the church was persecuted
dor twenty-five ‘years, it grew from 200 to
1,000 converts because they had the Bible.

Judge Forbes, who was the next speaker,
exhibited to the dudience the first annual
report of the New Brunswick ausiliary of

Many thinkers |

the British and Yoreign DBible Society,
published in 1819. During'the years since,
the work accomphshed had been very
great. Last year $4,000 was raised but,
this year, owing to various untoward cir-
cumstances, the amount had fallen slight-
ly pebind that. Last year the British
and Koreign Bible' Society published 5,-
800,000 Bibles either in whole or in part.
Last year £240,000 had been received at
the Bible house in London for the work.
Of this sum £100,000 had been spent. in
making new translations or perfecting old
ones: ;

Last yvear Bibles were printed in three
new tongues, one in Asia, one in South
America and one in Africa. In all the
Bible was now printed in 412 languages
and yet there was a large’ field untouched.
The Bible Society *had 900 colporteurs,
mostly native Christians, carrying its work
and they traveléd: thousands of miles and
visited hundreds of families who never
saw a missionary. These men worked in
conjunction with the societies, but they
also penetrate into regions which . they
have never touched. In' Russia they had
full liberty to travel about and dispose of
the Scriptures. :

To accomplish this work, the society
had been obliged to go. ahead of its. in-
come. Its expenses, were heavy. When a
new translation was to be made mission-
aries had to be brought to lngland to
superintend the work and their expenses
had to be paid. In. Japan and China the
society had publishing houses because the
work could be done much more cheaply
there than in England. His honor spoke
of the Laymen’s Missionary movement
as 4 most deserving one, but-he appealed
to his hearvers to place the Bible Society
first in their liberality.

Besides -the colporteurs, the society had
700 Bible women working under the direc-
tion of different missionary societies. T'he
fourth annual meeting .of the Canadian
Bible Society, he said, would be held in
Centenary church on March 4. when -an
opportunity would be given all to hear
something of its activities. His honor re-
ferred to the work of distributing Bibles
among the immigrants at this port. The
Secriptures were now given out in forty
languages and between forty and sixty
colporteurs were now at work among . the
foreigners within Canadian borders,

Rev. Dr. Flanders, whose subject was
the Bible was an absolute necessity and
indespensable  ally to missions. :As it
was the experience of the individual ‘that
it" was only. the entrance of God's word
that gave light' so it was the experience
of the race. He spoke of the great oppor*
tunities of the present day along the lines
of -Christian work and said the Bible So-
ciety never stood so much in sympathy
as now. If the workl was, to be Christian-
jzed during the present century, the
church must be prepared to give more
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slightingly referred to as “strongminded.”
The mother of two sturdy sons and a
daughter, the latter now a freshman at
Bryn Mawr College, she must appeal
strongly to the mother type, for those
who know her best will readily testify
that she is the best ¢hum her boys and her
girl ever had, and this she will continue
to be in spite of the manifold. calls upon
her time in the course of her reign at the
White House. In a recent speech made
in New York at a Civie Federation meet-
ing Mrs. Taft ‘plainly showed, that she has
brains and uses them without in any sense
being aggressive .or pedantic. " A. glance at
ber was sufficient to win to her side the,
hundreds  of women who *attended that
meeting with the avowed purpose of dis-
secting their guest of honor to the minut-
est detail. Her personality and general
appearance won them instantly to her side
even before she took the floor to make her
maiden speech in public.

, Mrs. Taft talks well and looks well
when she is ‘talking.  Her smile has the
charm of intelligence, that quick flash of
recognition, distinct from the stereotyped
smile peculiar to women in official life on
whom social duties make many demands,
even to that of . continuously ‘“looking

frecly of its means as well as prayers
to help the work. I

Rev. Dr. Heine zelated some of his ¢x-
periences ‘while essuking among the: for-
cigners on the’ line of the G. T: P. last
summer, - He had traveled 1,886 miles and
paid 1,809 visits during the summer. He
had collected $170:57 ay the proceeds: of
lectures, “conducted 80 meetingstin English,
two in French, two in Italian”and ome in
German. He sold or distributed a total of
14,720 Bibles or Testaments among the
immigrants during the year. Aloug the line
of the G. T. P., 6,600 men were employed.
A great many different nationalities were
represented among these, but the Italians
were the most numerous. All sorts of re-
ligion were found among them. Greek
church, Greek orthedox, Roman Catholics,
Mohammedans, - _sun ‘worshippers and
{etish worshippers. ohs

Dr. Heine said he found work among
the Italians very interesting. Most of them
were eager to possess the Bible in-their own
tongue and prized it greatly when they
got it. The Galicians, he thought, were
the lowest down in the scale of humanity.
He had seldom, however, met a people
who were so_ eager to lift themselves up.
Rev. Dr. Campbell had. he said, received
a letter from Plaster Rock written in Gal-
lician asking for -the Bible in their own
language and some had been sent.  1In
conclusion he made a appeal for support
in the work. i

The chairman then called on A L. Law,
who ‘epoke briefly of the work done by
the Bible: women in ' this city. The "two
women, he said, though they were not
strong physically, went anywhere and
everywhere. During the “year they had
made 3,000 calls and visited and prayed n
1,800 families. The results of their work
were most encouraging and the speaker
thought great credit was due them for
their unselfish\ endeavors. :

Rev. A. A. Graham then read a list of
names of the executive and moved they
be elected for the ensuing year. This was
carried. The names are: Bishop Richard-
gon, patron; Joseph Allison, W. Peters,
G. E. Fairweather, J. N. Rogers, J. Roy
Campbell, Mayor Bullock, - Hon. J. G.
Forbes, T. H. Qomerville, Geo. ¥. Barnes,
R. T. Hayes, J. T{. Wasson, J. 1. Thorne;
W. 8. Fisher, Geo. A. Henderson, J.
Clawson, C. L. Vail, A. T. Law, J. R:
Woodburn, James Myles, W. J. Parks,
Thomas Graham, W. §. Morrison, M. D.,
H. 8. Bridges, Ph. D, and Rev, G. M.
Campbell, D. D.

A vote 'of thanks to.the trustees of St.
Andrew’s church for the use of the build-
ing, to the choir and to Miss Thomson
and Mrs. Worden, soloists, was introducesd
by Joshua Clawson and carried unani-
mously. i

STILL RAIDING -
| MONTREAL DIVES

| : |
| Eight Piaces Raided Last Even- l
| ing and 48 Arrests Made.

1 —
| Montreal, Jan. 8—In eight raids made !
lhel‘e tonight om seven houses of prustitu-i
tion and a saloon thirty-one women and |
seventeen men were taken into custody.
The raids were the result of a crusade |
that is being waged against vice, and of |
which crusade Rev. Arthur Trench is the |
lJeader. The saloon raided is known as
{he Main Buffet, St. Lawrence street, and |
five men, found playing poker in a roonk
off the bar, were taken to .police head-
quarters, charged with_ gambling, _while}
the proprietor of the place, Phil Yaffa, is |
charged with keeping a gambling house.
The - houses of prostitution “raided were/
Jocated in the heart of the “Red Light”
district, as* follows: No. 9 City Hall
aveniie, 8a.St. Justin strect, 55 City Hall
avenue, 147a St. Dominique ‘street, 20
Cadieux street, 75 Savguinet street, 30|
Cadieux etrect.

pleasant.”” ~She has a generous mouth
and handsome teeth, a stright nose, well
proportioned to her other features, a broad
forehead, above. which her brown hair is
arranged in a soft pompadour. Mrs. Taft
is a book lover and has been a student
all her life, simply because in the home in
which she was reared the books came
Jdown' from their shelves and made the
worlds they. contained part of the domes-
tic environment. Music, perhaps, is her
favorite art, and while she does not re-
gard herself as sufficiently in practice to
perform for a critical audience, she has
by no means lost her skill and frequently
plays for her children and husband dur-
ing their evenings at home, and these are
far more frequent than one might at first
suppose. Mrs. Taft was one of the origi-
nal founders and patronesses of Cincinat-
ti's famous musical organization, the Sym-
phony Orchestra: Other avenues tlirough
which her artistic tastes are directed are
her love of pictures and her appreciation
of wood carving. Charles P. Taft’s world-
renowned art collection has no more ap-
preciative admirer than his sister-in-law,
the wife of the President-elect; and there
are many canvases hanging on the walls
of this gallery of her selection.

FAVORITE FOOD

CAN BE'EATEN

Begin Today to Enjoy Your
Meals Withdut Fear of Dys-
_pepsia or an Upsgt Stomach

If your meals don’t tempt you, or you
feel bloated after eating” anfl you believe
it is the fooa which fills, you; if what lit-,
tle you eat liés like a lump of lead in-
your ' stomach; if there is difficulty in
breathing after-eating, eructations of sour
food and" acid, héartbunﬁ; brash or a
belching of gas, ‘you can make' up your
mind that you mneed something for a sour
stomach and Indigestion.

To ‘make every bite of food you'eat aid
in_the nourishment and strength of your
body, you must rid your Stomach of
poisons, excessive acid *and iStomach gas
which sours your entire meal—interferes
with digestion and causes s0 many suffer-
ers of Dyspepsia, Sick Headache, Nause-
ous breath and stomach trouble of all
kind; Putrefying the intestines and - di-
gestive canal, causing such inisery as Bil-
jousness, Constipation, Griping, ete. Your
case ‘is no different--you are a stomach
sufferer,.though you may call it by some
other name; your real and only trouble
is that which you eat does not digest, but
quickly ferments and sours, producing al-
most any unhealthy condition.

A case of Pape’s Diapepsin will cost fifty
cents at any Pharmacy here and will con-
vince any stomach sufferer five ~minutes
after taking ope Triangule that Ferment-
ation. and -Sour Stomach is- causing ‘the
misery of Ind@gestion.

No mattter if you call your },rouﬁe Ca-
tarrh of the Stomach, ~ Nervousness or
(Gastritis, or by any -other name—always
remember that a certain cure is waiting
at your Pharmacist any time, you decide
to begin its use. 7

Pape’s Diapepsin will purify the sourest
and most acid Stomach within five min-
utes, and digest promptly,, without any
fuss or discomfort all of any kind of food
you could eat.

WESTERN PROVINCES
WANT THE ELEVATORS

Alberta, Saskatchewan and Mani-

toba Governments May Gol

Into the Business of_Handling
Grain.

Mt

Winnipeg, Jan. 8—Resuming
cussion “of Mr. Langley’s motion to em-
power municipalities to operate elevators,
Premier Scott stated that in the Sas-
katchewan legislature at Regina today
that whole question of handling grain had
been discussed
three provinces, and while he was not in
a poeition to say when the decision would
given or what would be its nature, he
without violating any confidences,
say that if the governments do go into the
elevator business it will be a monopoly;
as. no oue else would be allowed to go
into it. As the premier said Mr. Lang-
Jey’s motion was not in order while the
question was pending, Mr. Langley with-
drew his motion.

be
might,

Premier Roblin, of Manitoba, said today |

the decision of governments concerned on
the question might be expected in three
weeks. He thought $14,000,000 would be
necessary to purchase the existing ele-
vator#

the dis-

by the premiers of the |

Mrs. Taft las one advantage over her
many predecessors, her knowledge of lan-
guages and rwhat accomplishment is “more
essential' to a woman occupying so X
alted a position as that to which
aft will succeed, in a city where as
many tongues were spoken as were at the
Tower. of Babel? Mrs. Taft is, perhaps,
one of the best-informed women in Amer-
ica, and when asked how it is possible
for ene with as many demands upon her
time to keep up so thoroughly with the
events of the world: she unhesitatingly
replied: “By reading the daily mews-
papers.”

This she does assidiously and intelli-
gently, and when the papers that are
brought to her boudoir each morning are
cast aside Mrs. Taft has absorbed all that
is interesing, instructive and  healthy
contained in their pages.

As a man is judged by the company he
keeps, so may one’s estimate of a woman
be formed by the style of woman she se-
lects as her closests friend. Mrs. Taft’s
friends in Washington are reckoned by
the hundreds, but her intimates are few.
Of these Miss Cannon, the daughter of the
Speakér of the House of Representatives,
may be.mentioned first. . Both are devo-

CITY SHOULD HAVE
A SLAUGHTER HOUSE
 PROPERLY EQUIPPED

Inspector Simon Suggests a
Theroughly Up-to-Date Slaugh-

_ter.House Which Could be Used
by All the Butchers.

The attention of Dr. W. H. Simon, in-
| spector of slaughter nouses, was last night
called to the statement of Dr. T. D.
Walker at Thursday 'night’s anti-tubercu-
losis meeting to the effect that there was
no proper slaughter house in 8t John.
Dr. Simon admitted the truth of the
statement but said that under the pre-
vailing conditions the slaughter houses
were kept in as gooda condition as: pos-
sible.

A slaughter house, he said, ought in the
first place to have good drainage and a
plentiful water supply. The only water
available at the slaughter houses is from
wells and the drainage is not as good as
it ought to be in any of them. 'Lne doce-
tor was in favor of the city building an
up-to-date slaughter house which all the
butchers could use.  Such a place. could
be Built for$20,000 or $25,000 and if there
was® such a building the ,commissioners
would refuse to issue licenses for any
other premises. This would also be a
great convenience to the butchers, as it
would do away with much hauling.

Dr. Simon submitted at a meeting of
phe commissioners yesterday the follow-
ing figures’ showing the number of animals
killed in the slaughter houses during De-
cember: Kane & McGrath; seventy-six
cattle, - five: sheep; 'J. K. Mcionald, 193
cattle, 936 sheep, sixteen calves; M. J.
Collins, nineteen cattle and two calves.

FOR A NEW STEAMER
(Sydney Record, 6th)

It is understood that John A. Young
dnd James T. Burchell leave on the af-
ternoon train today to énter into negotia-
tions for the construction of a steamer for
the North Cape Breton route to replace
the Weymouth. The report is that the
proposed steamer will be one of the finest
on the Nova Scotia coast, will have a

-, length of 125 or 130 feet and first class

passenger and freight accommodation.. It
\is also proposed to fit the steamer with
( refrigerator equipment for.the purpase cf
| encouraging the fresh fish trade between
| the northern coast of Cape Breton and
i\\'estem Canada. It is expected that the
new steamer will be placed on the route
1 next spring.

WHAT BEAUITIFUL HAIR!

How often do we hear that exclama-
tion of a certain woman’s hair or a cer-
tain_man’s hair. i

A prominent scientist and hair special-
ist emphatically states, and has proven,
that 'any man or woman can have lux-
uriant, lustrous hair, by using a famous
prescription called Parisian Sage.

Parvisian Sage is made and sold in Can-
ada, and Chas. Wasson, the druggist, is
the agent in St. John, and the readers of
the Times can buy from him for only 50
cents a large bottle.

(‘has. Wasson, 100 King street, knows
that Parisian Sage will beautify the hair,
cure dandruff and stop Talling hair, and
for that reason he sells it under a guaran-
tee to cure or money back.

1f you cannot obtain Parisian Sage where
vou live, you can get a bottle for 50 cents
from Giroux Mfg. Co. Yort Krie, Unt.,
express charges prepaid.

It has been decided to continue the
publication of Forward, the official organ
of the Sons of Temperance in Nova Scotia.

s AT T F ot ArrayHany GFarne

otees of bridge and each takes the game
geriously, ‘having mastered all the of its
many inticecies.  Mrs. Taft and Miss
Cannon are frequently seen in public to-
gether. They drive frequently, this being
one of Mrs. Taft’s chief diversions, and
then, ‘too, they are jnvariably seen to-
gether at the many concerts, given 1D
Washington throughovt the official season.

Another of Mrs. Taft’s. intimates 18
Hallic Ermine Rives Wheeler, wife of the
Secretary of the American Embassy at
Tokio. Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler recently

spent eeveral months jn this country, a
part of which time they were the guests
of the Tafts. Their friendship goes back
to long days of travel in the Far »
when they saw for the first time many
strange things together, thereby discov-
ering a mnew sympathy in the point of
view. General and Mrs. Corbin and Gen-
eral and Mrs. Edwards will be prominent
figures in the White House social set dur-
ing the Taft regime. There, too, will be
found the Longworths. The latter will
conserve the relations between the past
and the present White House occupants
and this may ' be strengthened should
Ethel, the debaunte daughter of the
Roosevelts, be taken under the wing of
Mrs. Taft and chaperoned in Washington,
should Mrs. Roosevelt' decide to reside in
her New York home in the course of her
husband’s invasion of the Adfrican jun-
gles.

The Longworths are quite as firmly in-
trenched in. Cincinnati’s most exclusive
circlés as the Tafts, therefore, it i6 but
natural to suppose that the present Presi-
dent's son-in-aw and his wife will con-
tinue to be conspicuous figures in Wash-
ington society.

he Army set will have its innings with
the advent of the Tafts, for aside from
the Corbins and Edwardses, previously
mentioned, General Bell, chief of staff of
the Army and Mrs. Bell, as well as Gen-
eral Garlington and Mrs. Garlington, are
among the closest of the Tafts’ friends.
When Mrs. Taft democratically walked
forth from her home in Lafayette Square,
the morning of that bright June day on
which her husband was nominated for the
office he is about to assume, it was to the
War Department. that she directed her
steps, and entering the office of the secre-

tary of war, her little son .Charlie at her
side, she was there greeted by Mrs. Gar-
lington and her attractive daughter, Sallie,
who had been invited to share the good
news with the candidate’s wife. ;
While the members of the Taft house-
hold are not as numerous as the Roosevelt
clan, nor quite as spectacular or pict\}r-
usque, nevertheless, the family is-an mm*
teresting one and before the regime of the
Tafts will have expired they, too, will have
a debutante daughter to present to Wash-
ington society. Helen, their daughter, has
three more years at Bryn Mawr, and wpon
graduation will be furmally_presented' to
society. Robert, the eldest son is- now at
Yale, while Charlie, “The Kid,” is ‘at »
preparatory school getting . what: his ro-
tund father characterizes as “his bumps.’!
Charlie is quite a character, as unigue and
interesting in a way as the. little Roose-
velts, although so far his escapades have
not been given the prominence in the daily:
newspapers as those of Quentin, Archie
and Kermit Roosevelt. But, then, it must
be remembered, Charlie heretofore has
been the son of a Cabinet officer, and.
when his father becomes President it”is
safe to assert that the many busy corres-
pondents at Washington will find ample
scope for their imaginations in making
“The Kid” the hero of their marratives.
The Taft family is an interesting on®
from its head to the youngest boy, and
with a2 woman of so many ‘accomplish-
ments to preside over the White House, it
is safe to assert that the Taft regime will.
in mo wise suffer by comparison, for Mrs.
Taft was born to rule, and rule she will.
Many of the little problems that have
proved so perplexing to her predecessors
will be quickly and happily solved by her,
for no one woman, from her youngest girl-
hood, has been better trained for the ex-
alted position she is about to assume than
Mrs. Taft, for years one of Cincinnati’s
reigning belles. o /

80 WITH US ALL

“Sp you say this 15 a good watchdog?”’ ine
quired the village postmaster, as he eyed ra-
ther dubiously the nondescript canine.

“Deed he am, boss,” replied’ Rastus.

“But if he was as good a watch-dog as
you make him out, how is it you want to sell

““Yo’ see, boss, it am dis way; In

him at all?”’ .
dese hard
times I ain’t done got nuthin' 1o wateh, .

DECREASE IN LOBSTER CATCH

A communication from Mr. John A.
Neville, who is an authority on the lob-
ster industry of tne Maritime Provinces,
appears in the Halifax Chronicle. He
says:— :

In presenting a record of the lobster
fishing industry of 1908, one is mnaturally
inclined to retrace his.steps to the season
of 1907, when the pack of lobsters, with
the exception of one or two small districts,
was much below the average pack of the
year 1006. The enhanced value, however,
for 1907, gave to the fisherman and those

interested in the lobster industry gemeral-
ly, about as large results. When we turn
to the records for 1908, we find, instead
of a decrease of 25 per cent., an increase,
as nearly as can be estimated at the pres-
ent time, of over forty per cent. in the
catch of lobsters in the Maritime Prov-
inces, in which Nova Scotia had her full
chare and the fishermen in the Province
of Nova Scotia received more money from
the catching of lobsters in the season of
1998 than - was ever received before, and,
in -all probability, a greater return than
be had for many years to come.

The prices that were paid by lobster
canners to the trap men has never been
exceeded in the history of this fishery.
Canhed lobsters have become, during re-
cent years, so much of a luxury, and the
prices have climbed to such an emormous
heights, that it came to be looked upon
as being almost essential to the well being
of the business that an advance of two
or three dollars per case would be attain-
ed. The financial depression, which spread
broadcast over the world, and which
caused a decrease in the value of almost
all- commodities, brought about a much
greater proportionate decrease in the value
of canned lobsters, thus it is, that, while
the fishermen reaped a very rich harvest,
the canners, in many instances, made very
severe losses.

To find some solution te overcome this
condition is extremely difficult. The loss
that it has occasioned to the district out-
lined -above is very apparent, and when
we add to the increase chronicled above
in the canned lobsters, the quantity of
small lobsters which should bave natur-
ally found their way into cans, it is not
too high an estimate to make that the to-
tal increase of catch of lobsters for the
year 1908 would be forty-five per cent.
over that of 1907.
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While the fishermen in the past season
have much to be thankful for on account
of the very much increased value, it is
not so with the packers, as, in too many in-
stances, the prices paid by them was even
more than they could get for their prod-
uet, and they have to contend with a
season in which the outcome ranges from
very meagre profits to very Jarge 'losses.

The quality. of the goods produced by
the packers:has been of a fair average, the
methods employed by many packers could
be much bettered, any change in the laws
governing the Jobster industry should em-
brace the strictest regulations with regard
{o the canning of fish, to bring about a

high standard, when full value would al-‘

ways be had for the product.

In the early part of the season. begin-
ning the 15th December, prices soared
higher and higher, and it was only when
the very large increased cateh became ap-
parent that the markets gave way and
left a large quantity of canned lobsters
unsold and difticult to dispose of, reach-
ing down to the present time, when there
must be at least an unsold stock of 20,000
cases in the Maritime Provinces, and ful:
ly this guantity unsold in the chief mar-
kets of the world, the result of a short-
cned consumption due in a large ieasure
to the very exorbitant prices which it
was necessary to. get for this product.

A lower level of prices has obtained

during the last four months of this year,

but many of the wholesale and rctail pur:

chasers who made contracts during the

early part of the season of 1908 have beeu

attempting to save themselves very large

losses by endeavoring to hold the market

up, with the result of a very Jarge carry-"
ing over from this season and not by any'
means a bright outlook for realizing any-

thing like the price that will: be - necessary

to save the holders. from large losses.

Thus it is that the season,of 1908 present-

ed a very muech two-sided history.

It is indeed regrettable when the very
best results are not-had in the canning
of lobsters, because’ the industry is natwr
ally robbed of the difference .as’ betweer
the higher standard-and tlie’..in many: in-
stances, very carelessly: -prepared product.

The total value of.live. and<canned lob-
sters exported during tlie year 1908, which
would practically include all the lobsters,
of the Maritime Provinges, will no doubt
be found to be considerably in excess ' of
three millions of dollars. We can il af-:
ford to have an mdustry of this character
left ‘to its own salvation.” 1t must receive’
more attention than-it: has received in.
the past, and public  opinion must be
moulded in this direction. :

With reasonable safeguards and an ‘or-:
dinary expenditure, I believe that. the
value of the lobster industry to the Mar-
itime Provinces, even under much redues
ed prices, can be increased. The introduc-
tion of faster lines of steaiers between
Canada and England must open a large
market, and a market where figh is con-
sumed in larger proportions.per head. of
population than in the countries of thd .
Western Hemisphere. This means much
to the lobster catcher.

The special train which ran between
Shelburne and Yarmouth on the Halifax:
and South Western Railway during the
holidays; carried a total of 1,800 paeseng- .
€rs.
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s“How’
Your Stomach’

is the way people in China say
“Good Morning.” The greeting of
almost every nation is an inquiry
after health. The Chinese have the
root of the matter. A strong stom-
ach is the foundation. Look -after
this organ and the general health
cares for itself. Man is so consti-
tuted it cannot be otherwise. It'is
the mission of

BEECHAM'S
PILLS

to keep the stomach well, the liver
active and the bowels regular. They
dispel sickness and create health.
Dyspepsia, Indigestion,. Biliouse.
ness or Constipation cannot exist -
when Beecham’s Pills are used ac-
cording to directions. For over 30
, years they have cured disordered
stomachs, and are now a worlds a-
mous remedy. They merit ;£
confidence. : %

Sold Everywhere in Canada and’
America. In boxes 25 cg%p




