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From Childhood Kaiser Will
Toys, Thrust Aside Wise
trigues to Bring Prussian

—A Murderer and an Ar

———— e

Willlam I, Ewmperor of Germany,
who has abdicated as emperor of Ger-‘
many, was born January 27, 1859.

A dream of world dominion |’1H.“l'“~lff’,'f!‘(

the mind of Emperor Willlam plunged |
the world into war. Upon him and the |
tremendous military engine of destruc- |
tion of which he was the e 1bodiment, |
the exponent and the leader, rests the |
responsibility of deliberately planning
and bringing about the greatest
flict the world has ever seen,

It did not matter the world that |

the emperor's perso share in the;
swift events Immediately preceding the

war had been obscured. The world con- |
victed him of organizing, directing and
malintaining at the top notch of effi-
.ciency the great German military ma-
chine, 1t remembered that he signed
the order for the German mobilization, |
It remembered he stood sponsor |
for the terrorism and brigandage
which, under the guise of warfare, rav-
ished Belgium, laid waste the cities of
France, depopulated and outraged Ser- |
bia and sent the Lusitania with
freight of women and children
grave in the Atlantlic.
The Murder of Edith Cavell.
7iliza 2 d tha
the minions the emperor who
lcially shot to death Edith Cavell and |
the English who befriended the
Delgians in

Against these his cry “I did not will
war’’ nothing Before |
the bar of humanity William was ad-
Judged guilty of the greatest crime
since the crucifixion. In him humanity |
saw the last of the autocrats, the #inal
Caesar. Assertions that he was {

S0 stently

con-
i
to

a1
nal

that

her |
to o}

X +
¢ t

of

girl
Brussels.
availed

the as

at |
cireu-

the |

heart
them
propaganda,

yvears

German

give
amp of became
branded as certainly false. He who
proclaimed himself
revealed as
scourge, and against him
he sented rose the
democracy and freedom.

Many doubt
sane.
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and all that
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whether William |
entirely He said repeatedly
he possessed a divine mandate to rule,

that the Almighty was his

was
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“‘uncondi-

iam Played With_ Dangerous

rhetorie,

| he regarded the German
| respongibility’”

| War not a menace, but a comedy.
| laughed with the the
| Coghlan

| Manila

| deluded emperor in his

Counsel and Carried on In-
Yoke Upon Civilized World
ch Hypocrite.

tional and avowed ally.”

tirely clear w
A

It is not en-
hether such outgivings
ere the product of a disordered brain
or were due to unbounded egotism and
an effort to impress his subjects with
the idea of reverent and unquestioning
submission. Hig speeches to his armies
in which he asserted he and they were
“instruments of divine judgment upon
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would one day bring catastrophe upon
the nations. These men saw in him
then and see him now as a mad {n-
ventor given in his youth the most dan-
gerous of all toys—his army and navy.
They were his playthings. He devel-
oped them throughout the years to the
point where he had to put them to a
test. Like a crazed inventpor, he feared
the end of his relgn would find his in-
ventions untried; so grasped the first
obportunity to wage a world war.
Meantime the German war party grew

King George had promised Prince Hen-
ry of Prussia, on July 29, 1914, that
England would remain neutral in war;
involving the central powens with
France and Russia.

Perhaps the most direct and authori- !
tative of the accusations against the |
German emperor and the P n-Germans |
are contalned in the puﬁhed secret
memorandum of Prince Charles Max
Lichnowsky, who was German ambas-
sador at Londongat the outbreak of

with Willlam as itg head, and the
scheme of world dominion awaited the
hour to begin its attainment. It came
with the assassination of the Austrian

Germany's enemies’”’ were regarded by
many outside of Germany as pleces of
intended only to decelve his
people,

His “Kinship” With God.

William’s claim to close affinity with
God was the burden of dozens of his
speeches long

own

Of these,
perhaps,
claim than the one of his notorious
“divine right" speech delivered at
Brandenburg in 1890, in which he said

people as '‘a

conferred upon him by
God, and that it was “my duty to in-
crease this heritage for which one day
[ shall be called upon to give account.
Those who try to interfere with my

{ task I shall ecrush.”

In all this the worl@ saw bhefore the
It
1 Capt. Joseph B.
of the United States navy
when, returning from the war with
Spain and telling of the clash with the
commander of the German squadron at
Bay, the captain recited
famous poem, “Hoch der Kaliser.” 1In
this the concluding refrain was, in the
suppositious words of the emperor:

‘Gott pulls mit me—and I mit Him— |

Meinself—und Gott.”

Few statesmen realized then that the
“shining armor”
manoeuvring his armies and his fleets,
building up the German military sys-
tem, cementing the central empires and
Turkey, and fostering the preaching of
the supremacy of autocracy, was erect-
ing machine th one day would
make war zation
Playing Toys.
Yet

hy some
far-sightes £ nperor
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before, as well as after, |
{ the beginning of the war.
none more clearly defined his |

the }

Archduke, Francis Ferdinand, and his
wife at Sarajevo,
Recalled from a ¥
liam presided at a'c
dam of representati
and Ausirian armie
mercial {interests.
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achting trip, Wil-
onference at Pots-
ves of the German
S, navies and com-
There according to
information obtainable, the
as reached to make the as-
on of the archduke a pretence
world war for which Germany
& Drepared.

In the diplomatic exchanges between
Germany ang Austria on one side and
Great Britain, France and Russia on
the other, William posed as one wish-
ing for Deace,
| signed the order for the mobilization

of the German army and from that mo-

ment war was inevitable, Thereafter he
; drove on his armies relentlessly in the
| mad ¢ampalign for victory, yencouraging
! them with every device and sometimes
| Abpearing at the front to be proclaimed

as personal commander in a great of-
| fensive,

|
|

An Unscrupulous Plotter,
Publication of the “Willy-Nicky” cor-
| respondence in 1917, placed the German
| emperor in the light of an unscrupulous

but driven to war, He)

hostilities. The prince unequivocally
‘placed the blame for the war on Ger-
imany. and for his frankness was im-
Prisoned in a Sileslan chateau, perman-
gently expelled from the Prussian House
I’of Lords, which action was sanctioned
l'by the emperor, and, finally, was exiled
to Switzerland,

l An Order to Slay Prisoners.

' Emperor William’s domination over
| German statesmen, diplomats and the
'high command of the German army
was emphasized by Dr, Wilhelm Mueh-
lon, a former director of the Krupp
works, the great German munitions fac-
jtory, in his book on ‘““The Devasta-
[tion of Europe.” 1In this he not only
[laid bl for bad

‘ame upon Germany
{ faith and criticized the German army
but asserted that in the

| for its brutality,

German foreign office *‘only he who
1did the emperor's bidding was allowed
'to Temain. They could not do better,”
he declared, “because of the character,

the power, the vacillation of and con-
tinued interference by the kaiser.” It
was Dr. Muehlon, who asserted the
authentiecity of the statement that Em-
peror Willlam stated at a meeting of
German army officers that he hagd plenty |
of prisoners, and that he hoped the offi-
cers would see that no more prisoners
were taken.

Maximilian Harden, a German Liberal |

fm(,\tter. The telegrams disclosed that
Emperor William had induced Emperor
| Nicholas of Russia to sign a gecret
| 2aeTeement to which he w |
:‘ndhe'rﬂm‘»- of France in the perfection of |
offensive and defensive alllance
| against England. The treaty was dis-
jcovered and repudiated by a Russian
! minister. |

Failing in his attempt, the German |
emperor set upon himself the task of
]dmwing England to his side against |
France and Russia. How well he thought

|
as to force the !

an

|
!
|
!

he had suceeded in this may be gath-
‘ered from a Jetter he wrote to Presi-
dent Wilson in 1914 in which he said

!
l

leader, declared the German ruler |
brought on the war because of his qe- |

sire *‘for something like world rule.”

Willlam often proclaimed his inno- |

{cence, and endeavored to put the onus |

of the war on the shoulders of
Entente Allies. In his speech fr

throne after the war began he sald:

“In pursuing its interests the Russian :5
mpire stepped in the way of Austria- ‘w“ui
alled us | shipr

E
Hungary, Our duty as an ally ¢
to the side of Austria-Hungary.
situation arose not from temporary
flicts of interests or dlplomatic cr):n.‘rim‘
ations, but is the result of ill-will exlst-

{

SEES APPARITION OF HIS DOOM
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tutelage of the great Bismarck.
At the death of his father, the
perial throne devolved upon William II.,
who was then but 29 years of age. Bis-
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Salled Racing Yachts.

He was an enthusiastic yachtsnf
and despite his withered arm, was
to take personal command of his rad

{ Yachts, and sail them with consider
!suc‘crss. He spent much time at
{ palatial hunting lodges and rep
fto have been the champion hunte
| the world in the point of game ki
"Xr was stated that the emperor
!I-\U:od 61,730 pieces of game, more ¢
| 4,000 of which were stags,
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NATIONS iacc) NERVOUS DAYS
PRIOR TO THE LAUNCHING OF GREAT

IN

WORLD-WAR WINNING OFFENSIVE

Final Year of Great W
Collapse of Russi

ar Was Marked by Stirring Times—
a Was a Severe Blow to Allies and
Materially Prolonged the Conflict — Looked Black

for

the Allies Early in the Sp ring.

Belgium Is won back,
Serbla Is won back.
Rumania is won back,
Montenegro is won back.
Poland Is an Independent nation.
The Czecho-Slovaks and Jugo-SI
The Holy Land is wrested from
The only thing required |
sla, and war may be b
The present “League of (Allied)
The history of the war from the com-
mencement until the Ing of the
. tables when the Allies took the offensive
on July 18, this ye is chronicled by
the Associated Pre S& follows: ;
It on July 28,
declared war on
" great struggle. During th
mornths there have been
that in some aspects have been of even
greater import in their influence upon
the world than those In the precedi
period. Russia’s collapse, the Italian
. defeat last autumn, the stupendou
< drives of the Germans agains A\
lied armies, and the wWor
operations that have ae uir
checked the enemy when
him seemed near at ha
world breathless,
the significance any
tual theatres of the war,
participation in the conflict, involving
the transportation overseas of more
than a million men to engage ig it must
remain for all time the ¢ ‘eat outstand-
Ing feature of the fourth year of the
struggle. It is upon America that the
Entente is relving for the me n and re-
sources to turn the tide, and on Jy 1
1918, the total number of ,\n‘.»-r‘n“\r:
s in France and Italy were 1,019,-

irn
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Serbia, beginning the

18
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Success for
nd have held the
But, transcending
event in the

America’s full

The Allies have been called
face two great offensives
past year. The first of the
Octohe 1 Ttaly and
France, began on March
man drives in France, while Separated
by periods of from a few ays to sev-
eral weeks, have been ered as
different phases of the same Uians;\n:
The abortive Austrian attack ‘m:xinsi

June also looked upon as
nother attack st
front

1
S OD«

upon to
during the
S€ came last
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sslan “Regiment of July ¥ had
ied the war far into the Austrian
‘enses in Bukowina and Galicia.
Through August and September
there came rumors that Russia v
hausted by the war, and quiet
down along the lines from th
the Carpathians to the Balt
were heard of frater lizatior
man and Russian troops, but
came from Petrograd that Ru
stand true to her S
Fall Offensive
The German and Austrian high com
mands had no iljusions
Russian belligerency.

along the
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s | stand
8, | the kingdom of Poland
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1venated |1
{ slgning of the treaty be
| sheviki

i to

the Turks.

Rus-
ace of the earth,

Nations"” is a sufficient guarantee,
the Allies reports that Central
P were 1king the pick of
forces from the Russian front and con-
centrating them for a drive against part
of the line in the western theatre. Then
‘ame intimations that was
aimed against Italy.

The storm broke at Caporette on Oct,
26, and almost immediately the whole
Italfan line was thrown into disorder.
Pouring through the passes, where in
some instances  disaffected Ttalian
troops he ions, the Germans and
Au made progress which from

was alarming. By
p, the Italian line

from the Isonzo.
Tagliamento and then rotire

ntil it rested on the Piave,

sight of the domes of Veni e.

the Ttalian armv reformed its
columns, consolidated positions by
overdrawing from the Rhae in moun-
tains to the Asiago plateau, and assisted
} the French reinforcements brought
to that battlefront, stood at bay.

Russlan Collapse.

Events in the meanwhile had been
moving swiftly in Russt On Novem-
ber 1, while the offensive against TItaty
v under ws Alexander F. Kerensky,
the Russian premier, announced
that Russia was worn out by the war,
and that the Allles must shoulder the
burden thenceforth.

Seven days later
posed by the Bolsheviki
flight of Kerens was the signal for
Germany and Austria to enter into
peace negotiations with Russia. On
November 20 the Bolsheviki announced
that Russia was out of the war, and

DOs that all the 8. jom  $n

intions for an armistice.
an and German rerresentatives
met at Brest-Litovsk on December 22,
terms of peace were exchanged. No
eSS was made with the negotia-
the conference was broken
January 11. In the meantime, a
new republic had sprung from the side
f Russ It was Ukraine, a territory
along the Rumanian
frontier from the Black
ward to Cholm, in
this republic the Central Empires

peace in January.
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The failure of the Bolshevik author- |

agreement with the

t in the-.renewal of

n February 18, and the Ger-

man armies moved f’\?‘\‘t"':"d once more.
Brest-Litovsk Treaty.

This brought about renewal of the
Peace neg tions, and at Brest-Litovsk
the Bolsheviki were en to und
that Germany would reco ze

, the republic of
the independence of Finland,
separate governmental status
Lithuania, BEsthonia and Livonia.
as an ally of the Central
rs, was given a great area to the
of the Black Sea, including
regfons of Batum, Kars and Erivan.

With the announcement of the final
>tween the Bol-
and Germany, the Allies gave
up hope that Rnssia woul remain in
the conflict, and once thev began
Strengthen their lines against the
coming of the great German offensive
by which Berlin and Vienna hoped to
force the Entente nations to make
peace.

to reach anv
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and the
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Rumania Capitulates.

With the greater part «
occupied by the Germans,
Bulgarians, w

Austrians and
ith her government driven

Em- |

their '

Poland. |

the |

of her territory

[ from Bucharest to Jassy, and with the
Rusgsian Bolsheviki openly hostile to-
| d her, Rumania found herself in a
| critical situation. Rumanlan troops dur-
ing February and March advanced into
Bessarabia, a part of the new republic
| of Ukraine, but they were hemmed in
| by the enemy forces and obliged to
withdraw. At last, on May 6, Rumania
ned a treaty of peace with the cen-
] powers.
By this treaty Rumania lost the prov-
Ince of Dobrudja, on the south side of
| the Danube, which she had received
after the Balkan war, and agreed to a
rectification of her western frontier.
Economic concessions also were made
under pressure from the Teutonic alli-
ance.
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Peace Tentatives.

The pefiod between Decenmther 1,/1917:
| and March 1, 1918, may be called the
period of peace tentatives. It is true
that before the end of the summer Pope
Benedict made an appeal to the war-
ring nations to enter into peace negotia~
tions, the basis for pourparlers being
the restoration of Belgium and Serbia,
and the return {o Germany of her lost
colonies. This appeal, made on August
13, was answered by President Wilson
on August 29, when the president an-
nounced that the German Government,
as constituted, could not be believed,
and that the United States was ready
to enter into negotiations when the Ger-
man people showed the;
and when fhey
thority
of them.

The German answ
peal! reached the V
21. Tt expressed

|
|

spoke through any au-
which would be representative

er to the pope's ap-
’atican on September
t hope that further war.
fare could be averted throngh the good
offices of the pope, but declined to enter
into any engagement to meet what the
\llles had declared to be their mintmum
war aims.
German Peace Offer.

German  efforts to secure a peace
which would leave to Germany all the
fruits of her vietory gained through
Russia's collapse, and with Belgium,
and large portions of France to be used
as pawns at the council table. began
« the address of Count Czernin, then
Austrian forelgn minister, at Brest-
Litovsk, on December 23. The keynote
of the address was general peace with-
out annexations and indemnities,

On January 8 President Wilson, ad-
dressing Congress, said that the United
States must know for whom the Ger-
man rulers were speaking. The address
]wns a2 complement to an address made
{on January 5 by David Lloyd George,
the British premier.

To these addresses reply was made by
Imperial Chancellor von Hertling of
{ Germany and Count Czernin. The lat-
|ter was pacific and conciliatory in tone,
]whil»‘ the former, alluding to “the good
{ German sword."” showed he was speak-

arists of the Germanic

|
|

ling for the milit

: | POwers.

“Four Principles”
To these replies ther
| by President W
{11, again addres

Enunciated,
€ was rejoinder
ilson, who, on February
sing Congress, laid down
come to be known as the
“Four Principles,” upon which peace
can be based. Briefly, these principles
were:
Final settlement
easential justice.
Peoples and rrovinces ara
bartered about like chattels,
Every territorial settlement must be
[ for the benefit and in the interest of
| the populations concerned.
| Al well-defined national
| shall be met with (he utmo
jtion consistent with the futy
! Pope RBenedict, tn a pastor;
jSued at Easter, made anothe
{concord among the peoples o
./ but it brought forth no tangible results,
| At the pope’s behest, pravers for peace
i were offered in Catholic  churcheys
throughout the wonld on St. Peter’s Day
| (June 28)
In April
Paris that
{had written letters
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es of Austria
to Prince Sixtus of
In these communi-
ustrian monarc® conceded
France to Alsace and Lor-
nted that peace overtures
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Czernin, the Austrian for-
T, was removed from office.

7 desired peace, |

elcomed. As the result of !

The most recent sddresses on
subject of peace have been delivered in
the German Reichstag, one by
Richard von Kuehlmann, the foreign
minister, and the other by
Chancellor von Hertling. The former's
sensational admission that the sword
by itself could not bring peace resulted
in his resignation, and von Hertling's
address voiced the sentiment that
long as the Allles were intent
‘‘destroying Germany,"” the
g0 on.

|
|
The Enemy Offensives,
Last winter it
Germans were massing
western front.
units were training
and that new ¢
of war than

forces on

behind the

ind more terrible en
had been known
were to be used in German effort to
break the Allied lines, crush theijr
armies and forc
The drive was well

| even the place where
launched was known w
certainty,

On the morning of March
Germans began their attac
vicinity of Arras, on the nq
Fere, on
heaviest
forces,
Quentin

Staggering before the
blow, the British army fell back rapidly.
For eight days the Germans poured
through the olg Allied line in an effort
to crush the British and drive a wedge
between them and the French, who were
holding the llnes to the south. Then
| came a period of reaction, and the
Germans came to a stop. They had
driven ahead for thirty-five miles along
a front extending more than fifty miles
before they were halted.

Hardly had their legions been held
before Amiens than a new offensive was
begun in Flanders on April 2. It swept
the British back through, Amentieres,
but did not break their lines. The
British, with the French who were
rushed up to the front, stopped the
Germans after they had reached the
hills southwest of Ypres. There, on
April 9, the Germans suffered a ter-
rible defeat that halted their offensive
In that quarter.

Foch in Supreme Command.

In the midst of the drive in the sector
toward Amiens the
| & vitally’ important
, GeneN! Ferdinand
i first battle of the M
|of the Allied forces on the western
| front, which includes all the -line in
j Italy as well as in France. Even the
| Murman coast, in Northern Russia, has
been held to be under hils command.

After a period of quiet, the Germans
attacked once more, this time on the
Alsne River, and in seven days they
reached the Marne
making a penetration of about twenty-
eight miles. At the Marne they were
checked and the impetus of the blow
was broken,

With hardl
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advertised, and
it was to be
ith comparative

21 the
k from the
orth, to La
the south, and centering their
columns against the British
under General Gough, at St

impact of the

Foch, here of the
arne, generalissimo

¥y a fay’s pause for reor-
ganization of their forces, the Germans
| again attacked, choosing the sector
j between Montdidier and Noyon, on the
lsouthern side

{ the Allj

| sive,
| This offensive ran for five days and
| was stopped north of Compiegne after
! losses which were described as unpre
| cedented had been inflicted
Germans.

From June 14 until July 15 the Ger-
mans were engaged in shifting their
| forces and they again struck. This time
[the line of attack was from Chatean
Thierry eastward, around to the nortn
1 9f Rheims and then down
| River to Prunay and from that village
jeastvpard to Massiges.
the close of th
of the most
strokes,
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Italians Stand Firm.
On June 15, the
ldrive against Italy.
{ The Austrians crossed
{the west bank met wi
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