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While m education it is always harder, other thingg
being equal, to hold a large and somewhat heterogene-
Otts community up to a high standard than a small
and select one. One of the internal changes that
worked against the school should be particularized.
For a century or more the schools were all town

schools, and ^at is now known as the Township
Unit System prevailed. There were no school offi-
cers as such, but the selectmen, assisted by the
ministers, who were real school supervisors, carried
on the schools under ^the laws, subject to the in-
structions given by the freemen in the town meet-
ing. The typical New England town of the first
period was a small concentration of population, with
outlying farms and a piece of common land grouped
around the church and schoolhouse. This organiza-
tion tended strongly to intensify the internal life
of the community, as well as to make it much more
capable of resisting external attacks. Sometimes
the public authority defined the circle within which
houses must be built, as one or two miles of the
meeting-house. *

But when the increase of the colony and the down-
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the common achool. The location and definition of the
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