
246 THE OPENING UP OF AFRICA

f

I

• it •

two pioneen of the Lfttin Church strow hard
to replace the oonupt Greek Christiaiiity of

Abyssinia by the dogmaf and teachmg of

Rome, and therefore aroused a strong oppo-

sntkm against all European mt«Tentk» on
the part of the native Abyssinian pHriesthood.

But for a time the Fortugurae dominated the

coimcils of the kingdom owing to their trading

connection between Abyssmia and India.

Moreorer, the Muhammadan forces, partly on
account of Portugueee d(Mngs, were masting
for the attaek of the mountain-kingdom,
laiam found its ohampion in a certain linham-
road Granye, a Somali chief who ruled the

country round about Tajurra Bay (now-A-days
f^nch Somaliland). Asnsted by the Arabs
of southern Arabia and by the Turks, he
ravaged the greater put of Abyssima with
the deliberate intention of extinguishing for

ev«r Qmstianity in Ethiopia. He would
Mobably have succeeded in nis purpose but
for the intervention of the Pt^taguesa, to

whom the Emperor David ci Ethiopia man-
aged to sotd emissaries imploring the aasist-

ance of tiie king of Portugal. The result was
a wonderful expedition j[connderingthttiBiai,

and the means of this little kingdom). Four
hundred Portuguese undtt Uie command of

Crigtoforo da Gama landed at Masawa armed
with firearms, then strange weapons to the

Huhammadans of North-east Amea. Crtfto-

foro da Gama (son of the celebrated Vaseo) was
an heroic figure, an ideal crusader. Witn his


