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tionshii) which, at the time, actually surrounded them As he

law was and is, the harmony was never for an instant hazardwl

by a suspicion; but, as Mr. Wortley will make the law, the in-

tercourse will become impossible, and a sister, onco married,

can never receive an unmarried sister into her house in tiie

present fuVness and freedom of contidence. Ihe widower,

likewise, will suf^H' equally. At present he receives-the Com-

missioners cannot be '.gnorant of the fact--the aid o his

deceased wife's sister as her best successor in the charge oi hei

chihlren. That sister enters his home with a conh.lence and a

purity which, if he had had a sister of his own blood he could

not find surpassed in her case. As the law now stands, and as

the feelings of society are developed, the deceased w.te s ^s ei

remains in the widower's house, or enters it >n the must of hi

sacred sorrows, and soothes them, and adopts his children and

supplies her lost sister's j.lace to them, without one though c.io

him which one oi his own blood might not blamelessly lu-

"^"aU this must be blotted out from English society And

.vhere is it to stop ? If A. B. may marry one sister, C., he may,

after her death, marry another sister, D. • and, it there be a

third, he may look forward to the prospect of marryn g 1..
-

We ask, can either D. or E. ever be to him or to C. what she

now is V-she is lost to both as a sister. Mr. Keb e has we l

put the case, in substance-the word sUler-in-laio will henceiortb

disappear from the English language ; as the relationship Uselt

^vill be expunged from English life: "the very name will be-

come an absurdity, if ouce this change is made-the relation, 1

mean, of sister-in-law."

It has been asked in rarliamont-and wo have already

hinted at the question-where, if the proposed law shdl break

down the present lines, is the inroad to stop ? We repeat the

question formally : is there any consistency in stopping where

• .. Ther<^y^^^7i^^iiJu^^7^^^^^ ^here a man married three sisters in

6Uccessiou."-Evidence. Ana. 1040. " I saw one woman wljo . as the tlu,-d
8JB-

ter the man had married ; and her expression to me was. that if ^^« ^ al. .ho

believed her husband would have the fourth. That was in Shetlleld. -Aub.

150.


