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be best authority in Europo, and passed, at one time, a whole month at

' ;rembloux, in Belgium, coni'erring with the heads of the Belgian Government
'': gricultural College there. I visited also the country surrounding, all of

'^hichis interested in beet sugar production, which at that time created such

\.furore, that the number ol' manvifactories was about doubled in Belgium
luthin two years, from 1871 to 187^5. One factory t'xisted already at

;.;embloux, but two others were being constructed, with a manufacturini;^

.||,pacity each about three times as great as that already existing. I spent

t>out eighteen months in Eiirope, and visited a considerable number of

^Itablishments, both in Belgium and Germany, the processes there followed

^
'ing considered much better than those of France, which, at that time,

as just issuing from a most calamitous war, which had completely ])ara-

.zed all its industries, as w^ell as the manufactories of beet sugar. On my
j,turn a report was published, in which 1 advised making experiments af>

[\ the successful production oi sugar beets in this country, both as regards

llj.antity and quality.
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\^ Respecting the manufacturing process in Canada, I have come to the

ijiclusion that with the necessary capital, appliances, and experienced
jiuagement, we can manufacture the sugar here i'or a very small, it'

,J;
an insignificant increase over the cost of production in Europe,

iliich is from 4c to 6c, according to <-ircumstances, for refined sugars

^^ this I am happy to state that my views are sui>ported by several
' |ro})ean gentlemen well cognizant with the subject, and who have visited
' us country most carefully. If, on th<' one hand, labor is njoie expensive
h_"e than on the continent, and jx^rhttps coal also, (although this latter

I'stion is not quite proved, since coal can be obtained in Que])ec at the

,^ of from ^4.00 to $4.50 per ton of 2,240 lbs.,) yet the hibor question is a

J 'y small consideration if it be remeni])ered that about 100 hands will

; n out in 24 hours, with the best appliances, about 20, (.00 1})S. of sugar.

ij' rth $1,600 at 8c.: (this sugar, at th(^ ])resent market prices, would bf

|rth, wholesale, 11 or 12 cents, or ]>roduce $2,200 to $2,400.) I rnuM
%je out many incidental questions vvhii h I cannot enter into her'*, but

[jich will, I believe, bear me «iut in the above statement.
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A factory of eight presses will produce, in 1 AO days, about ;lOOO.(i(>0

of sugar, or 20,000 lbs. per day.

I
I
But I must say that we possess an advantage that no other country

, sesses. Whilst in Europe factories cannot be worked profitably, as a

1

', over 100 days, here, on account, of our sp«Mial climate, we c-an work
'.beet wnth certainty over 200 days. Thus, if th*^ profit on the manu-
uring of beet sugar in Europe be 85^ per cent., which hetii been the case

il within the two last years previous to this, we could obtain the same

;entage,—even if our profit be 16^ per cent, on the beets manufactured,

VQ can work with this same capital at least double the amount of beets.

I'
'UT long winter seasons, that they can in their exceedingly short \Yinters.

rlact, this year the great complaint in Europe is want of cold 'v<ather;

; beets vegetated and lost their saccharine qualities to such an extent

' the larije increase in the price of suijar hardly covered the loss in the


