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The corruplien of style <lcea not lie i„ a writer's oceasionally mi,,,a,,„neommo„ or a new worr,. On the contrary, a ma.culino writerwho ha, been led to adopt a ,lain, .i^^e style, not, like wonren, by Inn,t,ncl.ve dehcacy of taste, but by a refle. act of jndgment, a,^d whoha. taken pleasure ,n visiting the sources of his native language, anJin.rao,ng ,ts streams, will feel desirous at times to throw Tis'seed al ^upon the waters; and he fa the very ,,.,«,„ whoso studies will best filh.m for da,„g so. Even Cowper. whose letters are the pattern ofTure
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such a fannbar look, and learing its meaning and the features of it!
kindred so v,s.blo in its face, that we hardly know whether i. fa n^ 1old ac,ua,n,ance. Then mote especially fa it likely to b, genuine wh™ts author h.mself fa sca«=ely conscious of its novelty. It™ evelts™should not seem to be the fruit of sfiiHv i,nf ,

the inspiration of the moment.''
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» * "The futility of all attempts to check the growth of a languageso long at least as a nation continue, to exercise any acti^y "vLtthe lower departments of thought, fa proved by the Lccessive 7ZoZof the d,ct,ona,y publisht by the French Academy. Not cement wi*cruslungandsffling freedom in the state, KichelieL ambition aLTl"becommg autocrat of the French language. He would h.™ L 7
word uttered throughout the realm, nnU. b'e had Ztlig^ 7,-. b"u:ancent usage, and the wants of progressive civilization, werin thfal^ance too m^hty for him. Every time the Academy have iled th"d,ct,onary afresh, they have found themselves compelled tHdm, anmnber of new word, into their censorial register; and in tl c lastTftvyean, more especially a vast influx ha, taken place "
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I have thrown together these quotations because, if the trair ofth ugh. ,„,„ I, f„„„^, „„, ,^ y^^.^ ^^ ^
.a,n o

help m the use of hfa own language one may reasonably ookIt ad,ct^onary It w,ll bo understood that there fa a just respect d°e o a
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"" '^^'™™S"'"' ^-"i =<^™!e deference to it. How-»• . ought to chug to a word that is growing obsolete, and how see"


