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Writers on Confidence Frauds^familiarly called

"Con."—are wont to attribute the origin of the

"Green Goods Game" to the rascals of the United

States during the Civil War and shortly thereafter.'

At that f'tne the circulation of paper moni-y was enorm-

ously expanded, and in many parts of the United States

specie was for the first time displaced by ba;.k notes

and treasury certificates. The unwary were easily led to

believe in tlir facility with which counterfeit bills could

be made, the great precautions takon in their produc-

tion being known to very few. Many were led to buy

counterfeit which as they thought could be passed with-

out difficulty or danger. Sometimes these gullible pur-

chasers were got by cunningly worded advertisements,

sometimes by "go-betweens," "come-on men" — in

the end they paid away their good money for worthless

counterfeit—or in the later development of the swindle,

for blank paper.

This "ffke," which is generally supposed to have

begun after the middle of the 19th century is, at least

in its earlier form, much older : it is a hardy perennial

—for "the thing that hath been, it is that which shall

be : and that which is done is that whicii ehall be done

;

and there is no new thing under the sun."

The purpose of this paper is to tell of a swindle of

this char'icter early in the 19th century in Upper Can-

ada, which nearly had fatal consequences.

> Mnjor Arthur CJriffiths, thp Scatlnnd Yard expert, from informa-

tion obtninod from Deteetivc Chief Tliomn;* Byrnes of New Ycyli. ^and

from tile well-known Lexow enquiry. eons-i'Iers .Tame'* " Kine " MeNally
as the originator—nnd beyond (ilirstioi; " Kine " MeNally was tlie first

larqe operator at the time. -V popular aecoiint is given by W. i\ Crosby

(himself an old "Con" man) nnd Edward D. Smith in the iiittHrday

Evenivg Pott for January 24, 1820.


