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"J. 'riiliellii |»eriiiMylviviiifu, I'litts,

'I'hi! first ol'tlieso was deserilieil by |{ovv(irl»!iiik as S.lon/ii. The

s|>(ciii)eii ciiiih' IVoiii Uritisii ('oUuiihiii. It was first dise(»vt;n'd

ill Kii;^hiiid last suiiiiiier, .iccordiiii;' to (artcr. It turned out on

exaiiiiiiatioii, that lA^idy, ol' IMiiladi-iphia, first di'scrilted it as .S'.

JriKjilis. Mo. 'J wasdeM'.riluid by HoworbaiiU over twiiiity years aj^o

as »S'. (/iiir.soiii ; iiext, by IVitts as »S'. btcualroidts. I (rallttd

Mr. Potts' attention to Uowerbaiik's dos(;ri[)tion, and it lias boeii

j:;cntwally eoneeded ^inee to be an Anieri(Mii variety (d' the Kuro-

jteaii S. liu:iiHtria. No. 3 was described by (barter, of Kiit:,land, in

the January niuiiber of tlie ''Annals and iMat;a/.ine of iNatural

History,' London. I'otts chiinis that it is the same as his »S.

iij/noi/urmisy a description of which, we think, has not yet bi^eri

published. No. r> is reuiarkabh!, as the species has never been

observed before except in a p(»nd upon Mt. Kverett in Mass.,

U.S.A., at an elevation of 1,800 or 2,000 feet alxjve the sea. It

apjiears to be pi' ntiful in Nova iSeotia. No. S, provisionally named,

is remarkable for the paucity of its .'• .,atoblasts, wiiich for some

tiuio prevented its cla.-sitieation, although its skeletal spicules are

very distinctive. Further investigation is neeessa.y for the elucichi-

tion of the character and life-history of this spe(^i(!s. This

classilieation and nonieiiclature has the a[»{)H»val oi' II. .1. (barter,

th(! i-reatest living l<]iiglish writer on sponges.

K. I'otts of lMiil.i<lel[>liia, our l»est American authority, has

observed that the s|»icules of spongi's undergo variations within a

very considerabk; limit, and that, these variation.s arc; geniu'aliy

concomitant with the variation of the altitude of their habitat.

The spicules of several of thcH; Nova S(u)tian s{»oiiges he con-

siders as varying Irom the usual type, but considers them a.-, con-

forming to his hypothesis. The extensive deposits of these

siliceous remains must have eoiue proximately from silica in

solution in llu; water. The analysis of the waters of lljilifax

lakes by Prof. Lavvson sliows the preseiict; t»f soluble silica as well

as of alumina, lime and Iron, all ol' which have Iteeii found to

exiht in diatomacuous earth.-? analy.scd by Zeigler, Iloliiuau, aud


