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appeal for help. Canadians are calling lustily upon England to

do for them what, if they had any pluck or spirit, they ought to

do for themselves. They yield us no revenue, they give no

encouragement to our trade, and yet, in the moment of assumed

danger, they call out with almost feminine nervousness for help."

One lady traveller, whose name is not vouchsafed to us, in the

record of her experience in Canada, speaks of our most respect-

able society as being characterized by the manners of the

kitchen, and the grotesque snob! ory of the servants* hall.

" Their ladies," says our waspish critic, " do not regard

incivility as unladylike, and see little or no impropriety in

rudeness, oftentimes mistaking the former for haughtiness, and

supposing the latter to be the perquisite of good breeding."

Besides this direct method of toning our vanity, there is a

sort of compliment and method of patronage that loses none of

its sting by reason of indirectness. When Dr. McCaul deci-

phers obscure inscriptions, great wonder is expressed by foreign

critics that so much sagacity and knowledge should ripen here

;

when Dr. Wilson writes of Pi-e-historic Man, amazement takes

possession of the reviewer's breast; when Todd defines the

limits of the royal prerogative and the theory and practice of

parliamentary privilege, it is considered a remarkable circum-

stance that England should be indebted to a colonist for such a

work ; and even when a Canadian Volunteer produces a book

which is deemed worthy of translation into French and German,

certain of the military authorities throw up their hands at such

presumption, and point their satire with epithets whose force is

supposed to lie in certain equivocal associations connected with

the word " Colony," and the designation " Colonist."

A young country is peculiarly sensitive to outside criticism.


