
ihc justness of the remark, and the only sling of mvcclire, i»
the truth of the observation.

I will now proceed to disCuss those topics, which naturally
arise out the hill, under consideration, and examine the pro-
posed invasion of Canada, at three different points of view.

1. As a means of carrying on the subsisting war.
2. As a means of obtaining an early and honourable peace.
3. As a means of advancing the personal and local projects

of ambition of the members of the American cabinet.

Concerning the invasion of Canada, as a means of carrying
on the subsisting war, it is my duty to speak plainly and de-
cidedly, not only because I herein express my own opinions
upon the subject, but, as I conscientiously believe, the senti-

ments also of a very great majority of that whole section of coun-
try, in which I have the happiness to reside. I say-, then, air\

that I consider the invasion of Canada, as a means of carry-
ing on this war, as, cruel,—wanton -—senseless,—and wicked.

You will easily understand, ^.Ir. Speaker, by this very
statement of opinion, that I am not one of that class of poli-

ticians, which has for so many years predominated in the
world, on both sides of the Atlantic. You will readily be-
lieve, that I am not one of thone, who worship in that temple,
where Condorcet is the high priest and Machiavel the God.
With such politicians, the end always sanctifies the means ;

—

the least possible good to themselves, perfectly justifies, ac-

cording to their creed, the inflicting the greatest possible evil

upon others. In the judgment of such men, if a corrupt min-
istry, at three thousand miles distance, shall have done them
an injury, it is an ample cause to visit with desolation a peace-
able and unoffending race of men, their neighbours, who hap-
pen to be associated with that ministry by ties of mere po-
litical dependence. What though these colonies be so remote
from the sphere of the questions in controversy, that their

ruin, or prosperity, could have no possible influence upon the

result ? What though their cities offer no plunder ? What
though their conquest can yield no glory ? In tlieir ruin, there
is revenge. And revenge, to such politicians, is the sweetest

of all morsels. With such men, neither I, nor the people of

that section of country, in which I reside, hold any commun-
on. There is, between us and them, no one principle of sym-
pathy, either in motive, or action.

That wise, moral, reflecting people, which constitute the

great mass of the population of Massachusetts, indeed of all

New-England, look for the sources of their political duties no
where elsei than in those fountains, from which spring their

moral duties. According to their estimate of human life and its

obligations, both political and moral duties emanate from the na-

ture of things, and from the essential and eternal relations,

which ubsisi among them. True it is, that a state of war gives
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