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" France by the i'^'^ article of the faid treaty. And without
*' that it be permitted to the fubjeds of the crown of France
" to fifh in the feas, bays, and other places within thirty

** leagues diftance South Eaft of the coafts of the faid Nova
" Bcotta or Acadia^ beginning from the faid ifland of Sable

** inclufively, and ftretching along to the South Weft [^]."

When a river divides the dominions of princes, a line con-

ceived to pafs along the middle of it is the true limit of each

dominion, in all cafes wherein fpecial rights do not intervene.

The grant made by king James to Sir William Alexander

comprehended all the rivers, iflands and feas lying near or

within 6 leagues of the lands of the continent by him granted,

on the Weft, North, and Eal\ parts thereof; yet, to fay no-

thing of any other part, the northern boundary of the Briiifb

dominion claimed by the jBnV^ commiflpries includes neither

fuch part of tlie river Canada^ or St, Laurence as belonged

to the crown of Great Britain by force of the general rules of

fovereignty and propriety taking place between princes in fuch

cafes, nor the 6 leagues in breadth of that river granted by

the charter of king James \ on the contrary the dominion

claimed is cxprefsly bounded on the North by the river af

8t, Laurence^ goif^g along the South fide of it to cape Rojiers,

This claim, faving the iflands fpecially referved to France^

comprifed all the lands which under the name o^ Acadia were

in 1670 delivered up by Charles II to Lewis XIV, purfuant

to the treaty of Breda^ and no other lands ; neverthelefs the

French commifTaries by their memorial of the 21^ of September

1750 declared, " That it refulted from the treaty, i/t, That
*' Annapolis was not comprifed in the ancient limits of Acadia^
** which was alfo conformable to the moft ancient deferip-

** tions of the country, and confequently ancient Acadia con-
*' tained only part of the peninfula of that name. 2dlyy That
** the ifland of Canfo being fituated in one of the mouths of

5* the gulph of St, Laurence belonged to France, Z^ly^ That
\h} Memorials of the Englifij commiflaries, &c. p. 7. 9.
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