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affcdts to dlfcover fome other Intention : firjl^

that their defign was to provoke the Englijh to

fend a ftrong fquadron up the Mediterranean^

in order to put it between two fires, that, at

Breji^ being upon the watch to follow it j or

to improve the opportunity by invading England^

in its ablence. Secondly, he is very confident

that this expedition was againfl Italy, either with

an intention to fecure Corfica, or to take pof-

fefTion of Villa Franca, or Cagliari, to prevent

England's retiring thither, or to fall unexpededly

on Tiijcany, to engage a war on the continent.

But Mahon is certainly not the true object of the

prefent expedition—probably the fleet ma/
fleer that way, and carry the appearance of an

invafion, but it will only be to cover better this

defign, and they will not ftay long. Thus, this

gentleman perfevered in deflroying by his chi-

merical glofles all the plain intelligence he re.-

ceived from time to time concerning Minorca 5

and fhewed that he was as obflinate in his un-

beliefof the mofl certain tokens and declarations

againfl that iiland, as the Antediluvians were to

the voice of Noah, perfuading them to provide

againfl the judgments hanging over their heads;

and when there was no room left for conjec-

ture, he winds up all with an if. " If (fays

he) the Englijh are deceived in thinking

the projed againfl Mahon was but a feint

;

the old officers of the French troops did not

think otherwife, and gave very good rcafons

for it. The event has fliewn that they were
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