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This Council of Trade is fo wifely cftaHiftiM,

that the Royal Council form their Refolutions,

chiefly, upon the Informations they receive from

it *, and this Eftablifhment feems more agreeable

to the Intention of improving Commerce, as this

Council is chiefly eleded by Merchants, and
other Perfons experienced in Trade ; and, bcfides,

the Eledted muft be Men that have been a long

Time engag'd in Commerce.
In fhort, The French Minifters feem to fet their

hearts upon regulating Commerce, and to turn,

every Article of it to the national Advantage.

The French are far from following the Rulei

of the Medes and Perjians^ whofe Laws are unal-

terable; for they do at all Times change theii?

Laws when they find it for the Advantage of the

State. There is one very recent Inftance of this \

they permit Buicb Ships, during the prefent War,
CO load Sugar and other Commodities at their

Weft India Iflands, and carry them diredtly toHoU
land^ or to atiy other Vottck Europe,

The Damage that this particular Step of
•the French will do to our Weft India Trade and
Plantations, and otherwife, is incom^irable^

ihould it continue without our Interruption, unleis

we follow their Example in this Infl^ce, and at

this Jundure, and during the Continuance of it|

or fall on fome other Meafures to prevent it: Fof
they will thereby encourage and jsxteno their Colo'*

flies by eafy Infurances and low Freights, * befides

getting early with their Plantation Produdb tofo-

Teign Markets : And they will alfo gregtly increafii

their Marine during the Waf» by having a greater

Plenty of Seamen, and ftill ipore plentifid Re*
fources from fuch Plantation Products.
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They Mioiild fave from lo to 20 per Cent by Infunince;

«ii4 from ^tn fz.fer Hnmiied Weigbein Freight oftSiigMTiwhaah

is from z j* to ay per Cemt. more, as oiur Ships ft»y fail with or
without Convoy, oi* accordiiig to tlicir Force,
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