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O FFLORIDA.
'.OR ID A if bounded on the North-Eaft, with r<>fi«V»s on the Eaft.with A/ure del

Noort ; on the South, and feme part ofthe Weft, with the Gulf of Mexico ; on the u(> of
the Weft, with part of Nerv Gallicia , and feme Countreys hitherto not difcovcred. Ex-
tended from the Rivcf oiPdImes in the 25'''. degree oi Latitude, to RitdtSecco in the Si^th.

which evidently fpeaketh it tor a Countrey of large dimenfinns.

It was firft difcovered by the Engli/h under the condud oiScbaftian Cabot , Anno 1 497. afterwards

better fearchcd into by John ek I'otue , a Spam^rd , who took poireftion of it in the n ii.c ot that Kmir,

jlntio 1 527. «nd by him called Fi»rid* , t;ich«;i bicaufe he landed there upon Pfj/w-Sunday , which the

Spaniards call Fafcuadi Floret , or Pa/thaflorida; orelfe quia Florida erat Regio, by resion of tl.at frelh

verdure and flourilhing eftate in which he found it. But by the Nativei it it laid to b« called faquafa.

I his Countrey lying Parallel to Caftile in Spain ,
is faid to be of the fame temper both for Aire and

Soyi.butthatitisabundantly morefruitfull: tiiehi: itolthe grourd not being here worn out by con-

tinual Tillage, as perhaps it may be in the other, loi here they have j^featabuiiJance of -A/,^;'w fthtna-

rural bread-Corn oftheCountrey^ which they lowe twice a j tar, t/t Af>irrb n^ lune a.ui reap in the

third monctb after, laying it is fome publick Barns, and thence tlidnbiite it to the nccefiuies cf partic. 1 ;v

perfons. Weil ftored with feveral forts of Fiuit, as Mulberries, ChtTries, chefnuts, drapes and Pii.ms

of both excellent tafte and colour : Bcafts wilde, and tame, of ail kindc-. which theft- Coun 1 e^ s yi> id ; it-.a.

of like forts of Fowl. The Woods and Fonefts full of the largoii Okcs , and the lofntll C tdjr? ; fo.ne

Cyprefle-Tiees, and Bays, of a large proportion i with great plenty of that Wood w'lith :.'ie nhibitai.-s

call Pavame, and the French x\3mt Safl'afroi , the bark whereof is Medicinal a^ain(f fonu- I 'leaiis a'd

another Tree which we call £/f«w(*, affirmed to bc,a Soveraign & prtlent Remedy frnlK />-f« /lU^u

cafe It is alio faid to be enriched with fome Mines of Gold, and Silver ; negleded by h Natives <. 1 chc

coming of the Spaniards, and French, put a price upon them : and to hava in it Emeralds 01 .v ci ' w »» '
1

and btauty, with many 7'4r^«o»yf/ and Fearls. Others report that all the Gold and mUc. wi.idi tiny

have amongft them, came from Ibme (hips which had been wracked upon thofe Coafts : coi;ti'..r\ » li i«.

UBtoitis faid by the iV<tnVrj, that in the Hills which they call ^;)4/4rr*, there are found {^rct V^n- dfa

rcddidi Metal , which the /rfwc/i concluded to be Gold , though they wanted time and opput tun cy 10

(catch into tlKm.

The people are ofan Olive colour, great ftature, and well proportioned ; naked, except their Privities,

which they hide with ihc skins ofStags: their arms and knees ftained with divers piintings ,not c>.> be

waftied off ; their hair black, and hanging down as low as their thighs. Cunning they be, and excellent

in the Arts ofdiflimulation. So ftomackfull,th8t they do naturally love War and Revenee.infomuch rhac

they are continually in War with one, or other. They are crafty alfo and very intelligent , as apprarerh

by the anfwer they gave to FerMnande Soto, a Spaniard, who was here among tl.> m, An.i 594. For when
lie went to perfwade the people that he was the Ion ofGod, and came to teach thorn rhcfaw : \or fo,

veplytili Floridan,(ot God never iadibee to kill and flay, aniworl^aU kinde of mijchiej /f^airijl ks. The
Women when their Husbands are dead , ufe to cut off their hair clofe to their eais , and if.i' it on
his Sepulchre i and cinnot marry again, till their hair be grown long enough to cover their fhuulders.

Hcrmofhroditet are here alio in great plenty , whom they ufe as beafts to carry their iugf^agi? , and put

them to all kinde of drudgery. They have all a groile belief of the Souls immortality , but arc otherwife

Idolaters.

Mountains this Countrey hath not maay, as being generally plain, and level; the chiefeff,thofe called

>f;<«/4ff» before mentioned, fuppofed by the Inhabitants to be rich in Mines of Gold. R vers of moft

note. I . Rio Secco. 2. Ri* Grande. 3 . Semvahi > the two firft named fo by the Spaniards, and the laft

by the Natives. 4. Garunna. 5. Ligeit. 6. Axuna. 7. Sesjuana, and 8. Charente, fo called by the French,

accordingtothenamesof the beft Rivers in /Vrtwrr; both /Vff>c<) and Spaniards having ftverally and

fucceflivTiy the pofTeflion it. Here are alfo 9. A'»« de Floret, or the l^iver cf Flowers i 10 Rio dc Ncives,

ortheRiverof.S'«»»i>;a«d 11. Riode SpiritoSanto, W\.\\tK\'ictoi tht HoljChefi; all of them falling

into the Bay of Afcxico. A particular dcfcription ofthefe Rivers , their rife,courfe, and grcatncflTc, I

finde not in any of my Authors. Onely Mercator telleth us of a twelfth River, called Pt rte Rw.le , rcc-

k oncd the chiefcrt of this Countrey, the mouth whereof is tliree milts broad '< where it opcnech inr.o the

Sea betwixt two Promontories, tht one towards tl>e Weft, and the other pointing to the North. Some
of thefe Rivers arc affirmed to be haunted with Crc«(i/7fx, a Creatyre dangerous alike both by Land

and Water.

Ihe Countrey not fo well difcovered and planted hitherto , as to be divided into Provinces, iscom-

uioniy diltribiitcd into feveral Tribes ; .is w crc all Nations of the World at their tit ft Dijcoverj. Tlie

praifiptl of theft ihcy rckon the ^ue: ei:es, Aiarianes,C\w>i^adi,Camoni, Avav,i)-e{,ftnd Aialicones,

the Sujul.'s. <9/.'f(;;irf, .iild other names not ufoal untousof ifwrc^f ; thouj'h thefcmoie paffjble than

many whic'i h iv.' tmne before : mollified pcriiaps by tlie Frrnrl\ and Sp,tt,i.:rds, and not pi cfented to us

in till:;!, naturnl niii'.hncfli; ; all p,()verncd by their raracen/Ji or feveral C'/;j(^f,and tiiofe ;'.t de,-c!Iy FciiJt,

tnd continiKil'Wirs with one another. Some have » Jvcntured on the nanus of p;>rticiilar Provinces , as
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