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" If, therefore, tlie 'Otli pnriillel of Intitiule lie ailopteil as the basis of an agreement, it will Vie

iiiiniinlieiit uiion us to obviate these objections, which, 1 trust in great measure, may be successfully

Rccoinpl'"'''?''..

" You will acconlini^'ly jir(i])ose to the American Secretary of State that the line of deinarcatiou

slioulil ''

) continued along the 4'.lth parallel from '.he Itocky llounlains to the sea coast ; and from

thence in a southerly direction tinough the centre u? King (ieorge's Sound and the Straits of ,Inan di-

Fuca, to tlie Pacific Ocean, leaving the whole of Vauc )uver's Island, with its ports and liiirliours, in tlie

jiossession of (!reat llritain.

" You will also stipulate that from the point at wh.cli the 4'.)th p.irallcl of latiliide shall intcrsiM

;

tlie princijial northern brancli of the Columliia Itiver, called Mac^illivray's Kiver in the maps, the

navigation shall be free and ojien to the Hudson's liay Company, and to the suhjecls of Urcat liriiain

trading with the said Company, until its junction with the Columbia, and from thence to llu' mouth

of the river, with free access into and tliroiigh tlie same ;
Mrilisli siilijects, wilii tiieir goods, inci'i'liaiidi/.f,

and produce, to he dealt with as citizens of the United Stales; it being always understood, iiowever,

that nothing shall interfere to prevent the American Government from making any regulations resjiect-

ing the navigation of the river, not inconsistent with the terms of the ]iropo.sed Convention.

" In tiio future apjiropriation of land, the ]iossessory rights of all ISritish selth^rs will of course Ic

respected. The Hudson's liay Company should be confirmed in the occupation of I'orl N'ancouvcr.

and the adjacent lands of which the Company have been in jiossession for many years. They woull

also retain such other stations as were necessary for tlic convenient transit of their commerce along the

line of the Columbia ; but all other stations, or trading posts, connected with tiieir present exclusive

rights of hunting and of traflic with the natives, witliin the territo.-. a, nth of the 4'Jth degree (f

latitude, would in all jirobaliility fortliwith be abandoned.

"The I'liget Soui'.il Agricultural Company have expended .•i- ;ji.. ,ums of money in the

cultivation and improvement of land on the north of the Columbia liiver. They occu]iy two extensive

farms, on which they jiossess large stocks oi' cattle and sheep. These parties woiihl also be entitled to

be confirmed in the luiet enjoyment of their land ; but if the situation of the farms should be of ]mblic

and jiolitical importance, and it should be desired liy the Covernment of the United States, the wIk.Ic

projierty miglit be transferred to them at a fair valuation.

" I think that these propo.sals for an adjustment of the whole question at issue would be honourable

and advantageous to both jiarties. It can scarcely be expected that either of them shouh! now acipiiesce

in conditions less favourable than had been previously ofl'eri'd ; and it may reasonably be presumud

that each will at the present monu'iit be prepared to make larger concessions than heretofore for the

sake of jieace. By this settlement, in addition to the terms proposed to us by Mr. (hiUatin in 182G,

we should obtain the liarbours necessary for our commerce, as mcU as an increased security for our

settlers and their jwssossions ; and in lieu of the detached district, with its single harbour, offered by

the British rienipotentiaries on tiial occasion, the United States would acipiire tlie whole coa.st with its

various harliours, and all the 'jrritory north of tlie Columbia, as far as the -I'.ltli degree

"I am not disposed to weigh very minutely tlie precise amount of compens i. .

which may be received by either jiarty in the course of this negotiation, but am «. i-i
'

estimate to lie made by a reference to higlier considerations tlian tlie meu balain ol '

gain. We have sought jieace in the sjiirit of peace, and we have acted in the persua.-,i.

cheajily purchased by both countries at the expense of any sacrifice which should not tan

or affect the essential interests of eitiier.

" I have now, tiierefore, only to instruct you to inform the American Secretary of State that 3-ou

have been ai;tliorized and arc prepared to conclude a Convention, without delay, founded on the

conditions set forth in tliis despatch.

" I am, 4c.

(Signed) " AnERDEi'N."

On the same day the following despatch was also addressed to Mr. Pakcnham by

Lord Aberdeen, inclosing the draft or project of the Treaty .

—

(No. 19.)

"Sir, .Vrtylh, 1846.

" With reference to my despatch Xo. 1 8 of tiiis date, I transmit to you icrewith the draft or

project of a Treaty, such, at least in its esser.tial purt". is Her Majesty's Oove'iiment are jiropared to

conclude with thi^ United Stales for tli.; tina; - H'ement m ;he t)regon (luestion

" That project, may ho understood to ei..body all tl . icLtioua which are considered by us as

liititudc.

.) eipiivalent

' iviiivc such

'<••',J l,,yj5 ^,^

' ;t VMuld he

V b 'louuur
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