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To simplify this Iccturo to tlic full coinprclicnsion oT tlioso

present, wlio ciiiiiiot bo oxpi'cted to bo familiar with tlio

furidatnontal priticiploH ofiniiiiiip tid exploriii"-, 1 sliail care-

fully oKcbow all tiM,'iiiii(;!il and scientific terms wiiile I take

you atop by sto|) tliroiii;'li (In; va-;tnps.s and yet llie Icpitinincy

of your minin^i; territory and explain .smV(/('»i (lie facts wliicli

Irnve led ino praduiilly to form sncli an exalted opinion of

your slandered country. Fir^t, tlicii,

THE MINERyVL FOR^fATION.

It is a p;i'eal mistake, in my opinion, of many very com-
petent persons to deny the i-ontiniiity of (riic ori,Mnic veina

and tlie existence of any natural laws by whicU \vc can
determine their permanency and riehnoss. For my own
part, I am a firm Ijclicvcr in the condnuity of oriranic veins,

in obedienc to (he conrsc of electricity, now generally ad-

mitted to bo the grand accent of tiieir formation ; for, as

Prescott beautifully remarks,, "it is electricity, mysteriously

powerful in this as in other departnicntH of material ex-

istence, that teaches these veins what course to take, where
to aecuniulaie and where to lie down and rest," Modern
science has demonstrated, beyond all question, the universal

influence of this ajeiit thr..nghoiit the raiifre of animal life

and material existence. Why, then, deny it in the aggrega-
tion of mineral veins, and thus retain the dilTiculties, which
for ages have proved a stumbling block to geology and
scientific mining ? 1 was first led to believe in this theory

when exploring the great mineral formation of the Coast,

from the Southern boundaries of California to Oregon,
especially the copper system ; and I have since become con-

firmed ill that belief by my recent exjilorations thence

through your territory up almost to the Rocky Mountains,

a dist-ancc, in a direct line, of some 1200 miles or more.
From the extreme south, through the intermediate regions to

the extreme north, I liiid the same unity of formation, the

same continuity of course, the same extent of width, the

same disposition of metal, the same relation of rock, and
therefore how can 1 longer doubt it all springs from the

same parentage ; that the great mineral formation of Cali-

fornia and British Columbia are one and the same thing, and
that when placed under the same expenditure of capital and
the same intelligence of labor, as these primary agents of

successful enterprise and industry naturally gravitate to

their level, they will equal each other in the same endless

wealth. 1 believe 1 could not do the Colony a greater ser-

vice than by proving the identity of the mineral r-ystem of

the Coast at the extreme north and the extreme south. The
world knows what gold California has produced, still pro-

duces, and for years will produce ; the world, if it pleases,

may know thereby what British Columbia, struggling at

present under the early difficulty of California, an un-

natural inequality between labor, food and capital, will bo,


