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f»A«H a si'n^'lf* Irtw. Tho funftfiiun pnnniiir in not only \wm\

of tlit> KxciMitivo, Imt jiH It'iitU'i' of tilt' lltiu.sc of CoinmniiH lui

coiitiuls iIm> Lj'ginliitmtf ini<" 'an put ihrou^li lii.i own

ini'usunis, T!i«' presitlt'iit tunnot nmku iipiMiinlmciitH with-

out the udvicir lunl cunstMit of the Stuiiitr, but iImto is no

8U(li chM'.k on tln! niinist«!r, wIkwo putnmuj^o (witli public*

works in i»iirt of tlu! const'* ution) in fur iiirj^nr iin«l nioro

extensive. The president .. not iieoesHiirily the suceessful

lender of ii jtiirty ; the (J:inii(Uiiii prnuiev niust be. Tho

|»resident cim only holil power for a limited periixl, but tho

successful leader of >i ]iurty nuiy hold it a.s j»rinu! minister

for a life-tinu!. VVlu-re, then, does tho president have the

advantage ? Under responsible f^overnment, the minister,

it in ti" , must retire before a hostile vote in the Hcjuse of

CoinniDiiS ;
but " rcs!"onsil>le government," t^'ain, is one of

those old English traditional forms, whieli, I11..0 "the Crown,"

may mean a great deal or very little. In its original siguifi-

cation it ccrtaiidy referred to the responsibility of ministers

to Parliament lor the acts of the Crown; but in Canada,

where the (h'own is the mere shadow of a shadow, it might,

with almost eipial truth, be taken as referring to the resjton-

sil)ility of the Queen's rejtreseutative for the acts of his

ministers, whose mouth-piece (on slate occasionsj he is Ixjund

to be, although the sentiments expressed cannot always har-

monize with his own convictions, Tos])eak of the responsi-

bility of ministers to the peojtle (as is constantly tlone) is, at

any rate, inaccurate. The [jremier is not really responsible

either to the Crown or to the peojile directly, but to tho

representatives of the jx-riplc in {\u>. }Iouse of Commons; and

so long as he can stand ui» and say, " I have a lUiijority," his

power is far more despotic than that of the strongest man
that ever occupied the jiresidential chair.

It may be admitted, however, that if confederation was

a political niicessity, then .1 strong central government was

also a political necessity. The history of confeilerations is


