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liekl, and to overcome the mental incapacity, the want of

enterprise, the want of combination among themselves,

and of the enlightenment which comes from intercourse

with other nations. They formed a Republic after tb*!

model of their more fortunate neighbours, and accepted

those principles which are so inflexible in their conse-

quences, and so unrelentinjj in their consisten-y." Hetween
the Mexican Republic and the Republic of the United
States there is no doubt all the difference between Alex-
ander the Coppersmith and Alexander the Great But
Benito Juarez was both a better and an abler man than
Acton gave him credit for being, and his successor, Porfirio

Diaz, proved himself to be a most efficient ruler. A Civil

War in Mexico, simultaneous with Civil War in the
United States, gave Napoleon the opportunity he wanted.
The one furnished a pretext, the other removed a barrier,

and it was not till long after the Austrian Archduke
Maximilian had been put upon his pinchbeck throne that

President Johnson was in a position to order the French
troops out of the American Continent. The poor Arch-
duke himself, basely deserted by the unscrupulous poten-
tate who had S' t him to his doom, showed a chivalrous

honour and an unselfish courage that fully justify

Acton's description of him as "almost the noblest of his

race." The lecture describes the pathetic isolation of

Maximilian in a passage of singular power. " There was
nothing for him to look forward to in Europe. No
public career was open to the man who had failed so

signally in an enterprise of his own seeking. His posi-

tion in Austria, which had been difficult before, would be
intolerable now. He had quarrelled with his family,

with his Church, and with the protector to whose tempta-
tions he had hearkened. And for him there was to be
no more the happiness of the domestic hearth. In

Mexico there were no hopes to live for, but there was still

a cause in which it would be glorious to die. There were
friends whom he could not leave to perish in expiation

of measures which had been his work. He knew what
the vengeance of the victors would be. He knew that


