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gestion to the minister that if we can get
prompt action by giving the province of
Britishî Columbia a quid pro quo for its
reversionnry interests l the shape of lands,
and you have pienty of land !l the provinice
of British Columbia, owned by this gev-
ernment, it would be an easy and satis-
factory niethod of settling tlie iibulty

Mr. OLIVER. I only want te say a wvord
a9s te the suggestion tuit we eughit te be
able to arrive at a satisfaictery and amie-
able solution of this difficulty by agreement
w itlîftic province of Britishi Columbia.
There was a tinie when we hoped te bie
able te do flint. But, in view eft. what
seems te mie. the very extraerdinary atti-i
tudle taken by the province !il tlîis iniatter-
Iiat is, ils view that wiiatever tlie Indiaus,1
(Io te release auy portions et tlie lands tlint
act tbereby transfers fliat land te the
o-%nership ef tlie province as long as tue
province muaintains that aittitude we bv
neotbiiig te niegotiate :w e arie neot lu a pesi-
tien te malie iliy bargain iii regard te a11y
tbing. Wre bielieve thiat tliat is net war
rantei minlier the law, and, believýing tliat,
andl being guariliaîs ot the Indians, we a Uc
net able to nccel)t it. But, sliould it bo de-
cided by the privy couneiil that the couteil
tien et the province is righit, of course wve
slould c if i. iiid we woulî Ilin lie in
a position te negotiate witliftle proviic-e,
atekniowýledginig fliat the land %vas theirs.

Mr. FOWLER. Is lucre iny questioni
as te the reversienarv right et flic province.
say lui casc ef abandoeument et tuec land liy
flie Inidians ? Is neot tlîat settleîl ?

'Mr. OLIVER. There are inany questions.

Mr. PUGSLEY. It is net aclinitted tliat
if tlic Indials seli eut t1e land it gees te
tlie province.

Mr. FOWLER. It is only in case of tîje
dy ing eut ot the tribe ?

Mr. PUGSLEY. Yes, that Is, very differ-
ent froîii the selling eut et tlieir- iglîts ly
the Iildiaiis.

-Nlr. OLIVER. Sl)e:tkiig geiiraîlly. and
w illiut lîrejudice-I ýwant tliat te bie nu-
dlersfooîl, hecaiuse J ;11 flot famiilialr witli
al] Ille letaiils it is idimilteul 11wlt oi tlie
dyiî.L eut et :i ibaudl ef Iiidliaiis, in fibecase
etý certain of' tIlie reserves ofthe p)rovince,
their lanld %vould tlîereby lueconie thue sole
preperty et the provinîce. But tlîat is flet
tlie point it issue. The peint is lu regardi
te portion, ef tle reere it iii use by the
Indians. NVO believed, uft1 iie wve en-
tered into tlis transaction w itît regard te
the -. [etlakaýtlat reserve, tlîat it was per~-
fectly wvitin the riglit et tlie Indians te
aliejiate that part ef tlîe reserve whicli
tbey tliouglit it w as more l tîteir interest
te ulienute titan te held. But tile province
et British Columnbia lîolds that, it matters
net under wbat conditionu, as seen as tlie
Indian lets go, tlîeir riglit steps l. ihut,

Mr. D. ROSS.

0f course, punts negotiation eut of possibi-
lity. The only course is te subitit the mat-
ter- te the courts. Once it is decided, we
sliall knew eur position. I cati assure the
Ileuse and the country that titis govern-
mienit lns noe Intention or desire te contest
any righit of tlie province ef Britisht Colum-
biat. But it iniust disebarge the duty placed
îîpen it ef înaintuining thec riglits of the
Indians. To go inito the inatter a little
(leel)er, tiiere are several classes of cases
lu these reserves lui British Columbia. There
are reserves whicli %vere set apart wheni
Blritishi (olujubija was acrw-n colony-set
apart by iiuperial auftlîority and direction.
Tiiere are reserves wltich w-ere set apart
by tlie province luefere it entered the Deili-
moin. Tliere are reserves wbIich wvere set
aluart aftei flic uiroý,iîîce eiitered tuec Demni-
Ilion. Aiid them qluestioni et tue reserves
w itîjin thie rail miy beit is lu a somiew%-Ilit
ditterejit lîisiti un tronu the ethersq. Ilaving
Iliese feur or live differemit classes of re-
seiwes., e% erý i iîuy -wilI agree, I thinlc, tlîat
it is very desi jable, iii the interests et the
lurov-ilic-e on time ee0 biand m id et flie Ili-
ilis oit the etiier. that tliere sîoid 1)0 a

juiemai ulecisien l regard te it.

Mr. FOMWLEL. I suppose tie province
lmd the reversioiîary riglit atter the lu-
(hans w'lere it wvas a case 0f tlie extinction
of file trie or ahuuudonmiint. But, if, ns
lias beeit pointed eut, tlîis is net a case et
thle ext inctiont et' tue trie, tue iuiatter ouglit
to ec lufiîaliy settled lîy tile courts;.

MNr. IIERLION. I wouid Ille te cali hIe
attenîtion 0f the ininister te a inatter of
great iiiiportnce te tlic settiers iii tue
ceuntry iii wbieb I live. This imîuy net bc
exactiy tlie best tiie te discuss it, but tuec
itmportance ef tue case is mny justificationi
for speaking ef it now. I speak ef tile
shipping ef cattie fron tlie Piegan reserve
and an incident which occurred tiiere dm1i1-
iug tue meonth of Novemnber. Tue Minister
of tbe Initerior (MNr. Oliver) is a-ware ef tîte
situatieon of titis reserve, and knows thiat
it is surrouiffded on ail sides by lui agricul-
titrai andm stock country, and that the rail-
way tlie oiily raiiway iii tîtat soutlierni

ceuaty liSSOStbrougi tiis reserve. '['lie
stock inen tiis yeur, for tue flrst tinte. sold
their cattie by ýweiglit. The eniy seule on
tîte raiilvay for a distance ef a hundred
mtiles is situated on the reserve. Tbe set-
tiers Nvlio littd cmttle te ship) drove their
cattie as usuai te tlie corral oit that re-
serve -vltere the seule is. Tbiey litve been
sltippiitg tiiere for a numiter 0f years und
itever hll( ainy trouble until this particular
(use arose lui Noveuiber. r[bey were mark-
ing and shippittg their cattie fer about titree
days wlien the police caille aiong and ar-
rested the man ln chtarge ef the sbipmient
ef cattie. Thisq man wus takeil as a pri-
somuer to tlie ageihcy and fined $10 a day for
the tinte tbey %were on the reserve, besides
(ests of $5.75. The accused wanted tue


