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NATURAL IIISTORY.

GENERAL REMARKs.
NATURAL HISTORY iA the history of the material world, and in its most ex-
tended sense, embraces the whole creation, from the largest celestial orb to
the smallest particle of dust, from the mightiest archangel to the minutest
animalcule. This field is so vast, that a life time can cuitivate but a small
portion of it. Even a general survey of it requires that it should be divided
into parts, the sane as we divide the globe we inhabit into continents, is-
lands, &c., in order te recollect and contemplate the relations and charac.
teristics of its various parts. For exanple, when the object of Natural lis-
tory is the magnitude, positions and revolutions of the heavenly bodies, it is
called Astronomy ; or Optics, when it investigates the nature and laws of
light ; or Geology and Minerology when it enquires into the nature, arrange-
ment and changes of the materials constituting the earth on which we live;
or Geography, when it describes the surface of the earth ; or Botany, when it
treats of the plants and trees which grow out of the earth ; or Zoology, when
it relates to the animals which move upon the earth, whether on land, in the
air, or in the sea; Natural Philosophy, when it explains the laws which
regulate the motions of all bodies; and Chemistry, when it investigates their
elements and properties. These divisions of Natural History are also subdi-
vided into various departments, te enable the student of nature to take one
portion at a time, without being distracted by the multitude of objects around
him. Natural History, therefore, embraces every object in nature, organic
and inorganic,-it is a contemplation of the wonderous works of God, the
study of which is the basis of religion. It has been well observed, that " the
study of Natural History is pregnant with pure delights and solid advan-
tages: the order, the design, and balance observable in the laws, the con-
binations of structure and mechanism with which they are associated, the
ends te be obtained, the simplicity of the means for obtaining them, are all
so many proofs of divine wisdom and superintendence. We look with de.
light, and with the more delighmt as we understand the more, on the beauti-
ful and complicated machinery of our manufactories, which seems te perform
so many labours as it were by enchantument, but in Nataral History we be-
hold a scheme more vast, a structure more curious, operations more compli-
cated, and more important means more adapted and laws more profound."

The objects of Natural History are asually arranged in three great divi-
siens, which are called Kingdoms; nanely, the Animal, the Vegetable, and
the Mineral kingdoms. Under each of these heads, will books be found,
well adapted for popular libraries, and some of them suitable text-books for
achools.

ZOOLOGY-ANIMAL KING-DOM.

1. Principles of Zoology :-Touching the structure, develop-ment, distribution and natural arrangement of the races of animals living andextinet. .By Louis AG.Assiz and A. A. GOULD. 12mo., cloth pp. 250. (Ameri-can Edition.) Price 85 ets.
This excellent work, viewing Zoology in connexion with Geology,

has been prepared by two Professors of Harvard College, Massachu-
setta. The authors remark, in the Preface, that "the design of this
work is te furnish an epitomne of the leading principles of the science of
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Zoology, as deduced from the present state of knowledge, so illustrated
as to be intelligible to the beginner." " Popular names have been em-
ployed as far as possible, and to the scientific nanes an English termi-
nation has generally been given; but the technical terms have been
added, in brackets, whenever nisunderstanding was apprehended."

2. Zooloqy:-A systematic account of the general structure
habits, Instincts of uses of the principal families of the Animal Kingdom, illus-
trated with engpavings. By W. B. CARPENTER, M.)., F.R.S. In two volumes.
8vo., cloth. pp. viii. 576+vil, 58S0=1177. (English Edition.) Price $140.

These volumes are prefaced by an cloquent introduction on the "ob-
jects and nature of Zoological Science ; pleasures and advantages of
the study," and contain a systematic and comprehensive view of that
science-written with rare ability and lcarning, and illustrated with a
great number of appropriate engravings. This standard work is the
storehouse whence the materials of many smaller works on Natural His-
tory are obtained.

3. Zoological Recreations:-Bv W. J. BRIODERIP, Esq., F.R.S.
12mo.. cloth, pp. 376. (American Edition.) Price 80 ets.

This volume is what its title indicates. It consists of a collection of
papers which originally appeared in the London New .Monthly Maga-
zine, when under the editorship of the brilliant and witty Theodore
Hook, and the inimitable Thomas lood, and consista of a series of
amusing essays on birds and animals.

4. Frst Boolcs of Natural IHistory :-By W. S. W. RUSnHE -
rFERrER, M. D. From the text of Professors MILNE EDWARDS and AcHILLE
Comte of Paris. (American Editions.)

PRICE
1. Elements of Anatomy and Physiology. 12mo boards, pp. 120............. 40 Cte.
2. E'lemnents of Mammology. 12mo., boards, pp. 163 ....................... 40 "
3. Elemennts of Ornithology. 12mo., boards, pp. 134. ................. 40 "
4. El'iments of lIerpetlogy and 1chthyology. 12mo., boards, pp.145. 40
5. Elements of Conchology. 12mo., boards, pp. 114................................. 40
6. Elements of Entomology. 12mo., boards, pp. 121............................... 40
7. Elemients of Rotany. 12mo., boards, pp................................. 40
8. Elements of Geology. 12mo., boards, pp. 235......................................... 5 "

We have met with no work which, within the same limits, and for
the same price, contains a more systematic, comprehensive and lucid a
view of the science and phenoniena of Natural History, than these eight
volumes. The series treats of the following suhjects:-

Under the heading of Vertebrate Animals; Mamology-or the
the natural history of nmilk-eating animals; Ornithology-or the natural
history of birds;-IIerpetlogy-or the natural history of reptiles;
Icthyology or the natural history of fishes.

Under the head of Invertebrate Animals;-Molluscs-or the natural
history of soft animals, embracing Conchology, or a discourse on shells;
Entomnology, or the natural history of insects:-the natural history of
Ceradinidans, or spiders ;-the natural history of Crustaceans, or crabs ;
-the natural history of Annelidans, or worms; the natural history of
Zoophytes,or radiate animals;-Botany or the natural history of plants ;-
Geology, or the natural history of the earth's st-ucture: to which is
appended a glossary, or lexicon of the terms and the accentuation of
the terms throughout, used in natural history. The work is also
illustrated with nearly one thousand engravings. To the teacher or
general student of natural history, this work is of great value ; but it is
not so weil adapted for popular reading. The work is also published in
two large volumes, each complete in itself, with a glossory of the
scientific terms employed in it, and their pronounciation.

5. A Iistory of the Earti and Animated Nature :--Bv OLIVE R
GoLDsmîITH, M. B. Illustrated with Eighty-flve Engravings. In'4 vols. 8vo.,
(2 vols. in one,) sheep, pp. 287+291-02+1=1199. (American Edition.) Prico
M3.50.

6. Goldsmithz's Natural fistory :--Abridged for the use of
Schools, By Mrs. PILKINGTON. 12mo., cloth, pp. 427. (American Edition.)
Price 60 cts.

This work is little more than a translation of Buffon; and though
not altogether accurate, or scientifle in its arrangement, is nevertheless
composed in a style and manner so fascinating, that it has unceasingly
anlused and instructed tens of thousands on both aides of the Atlant:C
during half a century, and it still retains it charms and popularity. The
abridgment, though designed for schools, is well adapted for popular
reading.

7. The Naturalist's Library :-Contains scientific and popular
descriptions of Man, Quadrupeds, Birds, Fishies, Reptiles and Insects, compiled
fron varions works, By A. A. GouLD, M.A. 8vo., sleep, pp. 880. (American
Edition.) Price $1.90.

This volume of nearly 900 pages may be regarded as a small encyclo-
pedia of natural history, useful as a book of reference, rather than as a
popular reading book, or a treatise on natural history. It is got up in
excellent style.
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