SATURDATY,

thofe \vhlchI in humbler drefs, had
before uttered. I agree with him in
his account of the mdependent {pirit
of our anceftors, the rigid caution of
former Juries, in matters relating to
the freedom of ‘the prefs and the li-
berty of the fubje. I agree with
him in the propriety of roufing the
abhorrence and refentment of the
people againft crime by means of pe-
riodical publications. But ftill there
- exifts no little danger that this liberty
will be abufed in the prefent inftance,
and it is my duty to check -l:~h abufe
whenever it appears. I a_sec with
my Learned Friend, that the New~pa—
pers have been a powerful inftrument
in dxﬂemmatmg knowledge, and diffu-
fing civilization ; but he has, with
the famec breath, juftly ftated, that
thefe are at the fame time extremely
liable to becomé the {ources of much
mischief and diforder in the commu-
nity, and, therefore, here again our
{entiments exadtly correfpond. You
have not only then, Gentlemen, my
affertion refpecting the danger and
impolicy -of pafling over in filence
publications of a libellous tendency,
but that affertion is corroborated by
the powerful eloguence of my anta-
gonift. Hav'mg thus fhortly turned
your attention; Gentlemen, to the ob-
fervations of my Learned Friend, ref~
pedting myfelf and my- f'entxments, I
beg leave to Lrefpnfs upon your pati~
ence for a few minutes, while I advert
to the conftru&tion which be has en-
deavoured to affix to fome of the pas-

sages which form the grounds of the

prefent profecution. 1In one of thefe
the Author fays, that ¢ he was to
cret an edifice to.the glory of Bona-
parte, and that he would - take care to
fele&t fuch materials as would be wor-
thy of the Temple.” - I.fubmit to the
candid and impartial Judgmentof the
Jur) , whether thefe are not to be con-
fidered as an iranical attack upon the
Firlt- Conful, notwithftanding the in-
- genious gloss intended to be put- upon
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them by the Learned Counfel " But
mark another paffage, « I have no
particular refentment againft Bona-
parte; let him be declared Emperor
of the Gauls, and /et bis apothefss fol-
low on the enfumg morning. Though
the ingenuity of my Learned Friend
has endeavoured to make thefe ex:
preflions refer to the Roman Empe-
rors who were deified while {till alive,
yet it is hardly neceffary for me to ob-
{erve, that they are evidently intend-
ed to apply to the cafe of Romulus,
whofe detfication, every one acquaint-
ed with the Roman Hiftory knows,
lmmedmtely followed upon his affaffiz
nation. There can be Little doubt,
therefore, that the author m_tended to
excite his countrymen to the aflaffina~
tion of the Firft Conful of France.
The Learned Counfel has endeavour~
ed to perfuade us that the Ode, which
alfo forms part of the grounds of the
prefent profecution, is 2 mighty harm-
lefs compoﬁnon The fentiments it

contains, he avers, are intended notto_

apply to the Firft: Conful of. France,’

but “to the infamous Jacobins whofe .

crimes’ deluged their. country - -with
blood. Butwhen a parallel is inftitu-
ted between the ftate of France under-
Bonaparte, and the ftate of Rome un-’
der Julius Cx=far, and when the poni-
ard of Brutus is defcribed as'the laft
refource of the Romans againit the
ufurpation of the latter, can’'any man
who exercifes his Judgment with im-’
partiality entertain a-doubt refpedting .
the tendenicy of fuch a paflage, which

manifeftly is to encourage the difcon- .

tented to difpatch Bonaparte; as Bru- °

tus did Ceefar /~In vain does my in- o

genious friend argue, that no conclu-

fion, detrimental'to his client, can be .~
drawn from his allufion to the conduét

of Brutus, which has been admired in
all ages. ' The 'lppllcatxon is clear to’
every | unprejudiced - underﬁandmg 5.
and this, out of all qac{hon, ﬁ\es the:
charge of a /ibel upon its Author.’

has been attcmpted to be proved that' -'
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