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Most of the letters were written before the public had the least idea who

the writer was, and there seems to have been a very preat carviosity to fimd
out Agricola’s real name, Writing on this subj to correspondents he say

“I must again caution my rewcders against all enquiries about myself, which
have risen to an unprecedented height sinoe the last public meeting,  In ev
ery circle my ears are stunned with foolish speculation,  The hool ent me

have been tracsd amd watehed, My bandwriting has beon subjected 1o every
species of torture amd examination. | have been compellad | tea!  from
the notice of acquaintances the hours necessary for the hurried composition
of later lotters; amd like the okl woman in the fable the public seem et
mined to know the mystery of the eggs, although the experimint should tear

the hen to picces."”

When the Central Agricultutal Society was  organizsd-—on of the first
practical results of the letters—Agricola was made the retary, although
the meeting at which the society was formed had no idea which of its mem
bers was being eloctad to that office. He was proposed for the position by
the Governor General ns the following shows: “His Exeelleney then  observisd

that the next appointment being that of seeretary, it was an office import
ant to the success of the whole plan. ITn an agricultural society such o per

son ought to possess qualifieations adaprted

v that particular  ohjeet It

appearad to him there was one person extremely capable of the offies, el

that was Agricola himself, e again assured the meeting that he was to
tally unknown to him, and he did not wish that the prying eve of public
curiosity  should endeavor to discover him, but to  leave that  matter to
himself until he judped of the apportunity  most. favorahle,”’ \pricola wa
therefore appointed to the position, Hon, Judge Haliburton aevesing to fill
the office Gl Agric

a should come forwand and declare himself, which in a

few days he decided to do.

Twenty-five societics were organizsl in the provinee within two vears, The
Kings and Hants Society, though connted among the twenty five, dates it
foundation thirty years earlior, or in 1789, during the gubernatoral term of
Governor Parr. A society hadd been formed in Halifax at the same time that
the Kings society was organized, but it proved short lived, The Kings and
Hants Society, however, was in the hands of men who were able to appr
siate the value of the institution and it was now in a position to take al
ated by Agricols, A letter adkdrossl to Agri

ty under duie of July 12,

vantage of the enthusiasm er

wla by the officers and committee of the  so

1819, congratulated him on the grand work he was doing, and contained an




