agriculturgl lands from which we may
expect, within a reasonably near future,
& fair amount of traffic. The Canadian
Pacific railway, on the contrary, was
built around the north shore of Lake
Buperior. It was bullt through a rocky
country which did not then, and does
not now, produce a single pound of
traffic, and which is difficult to operate
on account of its grades and the sharp-
ness of its alignments and curves. The
Canadian Pacific railway.along the
north shore of Lake Superior is absol-
utely unproductive, Then speaking of
the Canadian Pacific rallway line
across the prairies, it runs through the
very worst pontion of the Territories,
You could not select a line that could
be very much worse unless you got
right down close to the international
boundary. jut this new line of the
Grand Trunk Pacific rallway will run
from Winnipeg to the Mountain pass
through a territory, every mile of which
is fertile and productive, It is hardly
concelvable that such could be the case,
yet the iInformation in the possession
of the government amply ju ies the
statement I have made. There is no
such fertile stretch of country in the
world. Now take the British Columbia
part, for some reason best known to
themselves, which nobody has ever
been able satisfactorilv to explain, the
Canadian Pacific railway chose the
Kicking Horse pass, which is the worst
pass in the whole lot, and it went
through a line of territory which per-
haps, of all the different belts that
could be opened up through the Rocky
mountains is the least productive. And
it suffered in consequence, For years it
got no traflic, except what its own con-
struction gave, out of that portion
which goes through the eastern part of
British Columbia. The Grand Trunk
Paclific, on the other hand, will go from
the Rocky Mountain pass to the coast
through as rich a timber and agricul-
tural country as there {8 in Canada—a
country rich in timeb, minerals and
solL

Population Pouring Into the West.

Then we must mnot forget that
when the Canadian Paclfic rallway
was projected, there was no movement
of settlement from the outside. There
were no farmers coming to Canada in
1881 from foreign countries. At any
rate their number was inappreciable,
and the Canadian Pacific railway suf-
fered from that fact. That company
had dozens of agents out trying to in-
{tlate movements of population into our
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western country, but did not succeed to
any considerable extent, and for years
later there was practically no emigra-

tion of any serious volume iInto the
Northwest Territories or upon the
lands from which the Canadlan Paclfic
railway had to draw its traflc. What
movement of population there was
came almost entirely from the eastern
provinces, But what is the posi-
tion now? We had an immigration
into the Northwest of 125,000 people
last year. If it keeps on at that rate
for the next ten years, think what that
will mean for the Grand Trunk Pacific
railway. Think of the difference in
the position of that company as com-
ed with that of the Canadian Pac-
> rallway, which went travelling on
for years and years before there was
any appreciable influx of settlers. Let
it be remembered also that when the
Canadlan Pacific railway started busi-
ness, it had no connections with east-
ern Canada and no way of getting
business. What had it to do? It had
to go to Montreal and set to work at
an enormous sacrifice to parallel the
Grand Trunk rallway by connections
all over Canada. The Grand Trunk
Pacific railway, on the contrary, will
gtart with a magnificent system of con-
nections, ready to open business the
very day the road {s finished. What
does that mean? It is impossible for
us to conceive the difference that will
make in the volume of business which

the railway company will do, Con-
sider these facts, consider the
prospects of this railway, and
ask if there is the slightest reason

why any sane, reasonable man should
think this company wlll fail in {ts ob-
ligations to the government.

Will Give the Goverpment Millions of
Acres of Land.

1 have extended my remarks, Mr.
Speaker, at much greater length than
I had anticipated and must apologize.
I have only one point further to call
to the attention of the House. Wa
have had in the Northwest Territories,
ever since this government has been
in power, a stale of affairs, under
which the great bulk of odd-numbered
gections of public lands have been held
locked up by our obligation to furnish
large quantities to rallway companies,
Many years ago the system was adopt=
ed of surveying the country into odd-
numbered and even numbered sections,
and of holding the odd-numbered sec-
tions for railway purposes, to be given
to railways as government land grants.




