
fn

I'

'

i

public wea/ib'to nothing. Public wealth, replied

fioiny d'Anglas, built on private property, is a bar"

barous fophifm, invented in theferocious den of the Jaco"

bin:., who have offered to your creditors as ajecurity,

efiates which they well knew they had no right to mort-

gage. Ac lalV, ^vhen one of the Deputies, alarmed

at the meafure, afked how they fliould pay the cx-

pences of the war \—lVe are not at prefent, exclaimed

Charrier, to inquire how the expence of the warjhall be

paid, but to do jujiice. We are to prove to the people of
other States, that the Convention does not maffacre her

viSlims for the fake of their wealth, as the governments

of ihofe States w'lfh them to believe.

Induced by this eloqyence, and by fome refpeft

for thofe principles of equity which it had fo long

trampled upon, at lail, on the 20th of March, the

Convention decreed 2^fufpenfton of fale, as a preli-

minary Hep to a reftituiion of the property of all

perfons condemned by the revolutionary tribunals of

Robefpierre.

It was not however fo much a returning fenfe of

juftice which occafioned ihis decree, as neceflity, rc-

fulting from a multitude of irrefiftible caufes, which
continue to operate, and will, fooner or later, bring

on the reftitution of the property of at lead one dc-

fcription of emigrants *. In fadt, though this decree

has

• If the crowd of unfortunate women, innocent viflims of the

French Revolution, who now drag on a miferable exillence in fo-

reign countries, and whofe fituation is one of the greateil fcan-

dals to the Convention, could prefent themfelves, as the Fede-
ralifts have done, at the bar of that Afl*embly, and fay that the

natural timidity of their fex made them inftindlively forefee the

atrocities of the Jacobins ; that an Aflembly which glories in

having punidied thofe atrocities, ought no longer to impute it

to defencelcfs females as a crime ; that they forefaw them fooner^

and efcaped from them by flight ; that it ought not to retain

thrir fortunes which have been confifcated, and from which the

Deputies received part of their falaries :—if compaflion can in-

fluence that AiTembly as party prudence has done> I think fo dif-
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