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le suc-

cessfully carried on. To penetrate up the coun-

try amidst pathless forests and boundless deserts,

and to aim at permanent conquest, is out of the

question. America must be assaulted only on

her coastJ. Her harbours destroyed, her shipping

burned, and her seaport towns laid waste, are the

only evils which she has reason to dread; and

were a sufficient force embarked with these orders,

no American war would be of long continuance.

A melancholy experience has now taught us

ihat such a war must not be entered into, unless

it be conducted with spirit ; and there is no con-

ducting it with spirit, except with a sufficient

numerical force. To the plan proposed of mak-

ing desert the whole line of coast, it may h6

objected, that by so doing, we should distress

individaals, and not the Government. But tliey

who ofter this objection, forget the nature both of

ihe people whose cause they plead, and of the

Government under which they live. In a demo-

cratical Government, the voice of the people must

at all times prevail. The members of the House

of Representatives are the very persons who,

&om such proceedings, would suffer most severely,

and we all know how far private suffering goes to

influence a man's public opinions. Besides, the

principle upon which the advocates for the sa-

credness of private property proceed, is erroneous.
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