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of his cmbafTy, to take the condudl of my aflliirs in

Spain, the obhgations I lie under would be very great.

During five years, that gentleman has carried on rc-

learches for my behoof, with (iich a^Tlivity, perfeverantc,

and knowledge ot the fubjetn;, to which liis attention

was turned, as have filled me with no lefs adonilliment

than ratisfa^flion. He procured for me the greater part

of the Spanilh books, which I have confulted ; and as

many them of were printed early in the fixteenth cen-

tury, and are become extremely rare, the colleJling of

thefc was fuch an occupation, as, alone, recjuir^d

much time and afliduity. To his friendly attention

1 am indebted for copies of fcveral valuable manu-

fcripts, containing fads and details which I might have

fearched for in vain, in works that have been made

public. Encouraged by tlie inviting good-will with

which I\lr. Waddilove conferred his favours, I tranfmit-

cd to him a fet of queries, with refpe<5l both to the cuf-

toms and policy of the native Americans, and the na-

ture of fcveral inditutions in the Spanifh fettlements,

framed in fuch a manner, that a Spaniard might an-

fwcr them, without difclofing any thing that was im-

proper to be communicated to a foreigner. He tranflat-

ed ihcfe into Spanilh, and obtained from various per-

fons who had refidcd in mofl of the Spanifli colonics,

fuch replies as have alFordedrac much inflruction.
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