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" imni ; ilm ui-i|ni»iiiiin i)f htUrt laMi*, of mctiiiil

" iiiiiiio'tiiciil", iinil «i.j<iymi<iilii, wlik'h urn ilimin-r

" wliil"! ih«y lire irioro rolined."*

Tho miiiin fli iHirl lontMinfi Ihu rviilenn' of tniinjr

Kn((liiili iii.iiiiilii MiriTi to ihi' n.iithi rlli'< t, us iil«i> iIk'

Heimrt to Ihn Srirrlnrif of Stale Jor Ihr llniiir

Uepiirlmtmt iin Ihi liiiininff of hiufirr Chililirn,

Til" KdtDH cmiim'j |irii<luc« iho «imiii fHi'ilH iiinoiin

(ht< liilxirin'^ |i<i|iiil;itiiin iil ihe miiniiliK luring (itwiin

III' Ihl! I illlll'll MullH,

III IHIl, llic Si'irctiiry <il' llii' M;isMirliii«rH< Himiii

of Kililciil'.'iii iii.kIk a liilioriiMiN iiii|iijrv into tin' coiu-

|iarntlv« |ii'oi|ni Iiviih'm of llin hilior nf tlii' iiluriili il

uml iiii'iliii'iili'il iiiiiiiiif.ii'turiii^ oiii'r.ilivi'-i in iIkiI NiiiIc.

Thi' milnliinn! of iliu iiiiswcrt of tliu miiniif.irHiri'r>,

»ni\ liiiiiiii'M iiii'ii 10 wlioin III) a|i|ilii'il, in iin liillown :

" 'I'hi! r<"<iilt of till' invi'iilii{iilion is ilii'iiio^i ii\ioiii>liiii)r

" iupcriorily in |iroiliii:iivi) power on iIki |iiirl ofiln' nln-
" tiili'il iivrr lliii niiiMlnriili'illulMiri'r. 'J'liu hiiiiil i> liiunil

" Inlii'iinoiliiT Ininil wlii'ni{ui(li'illiyiiti iiit>3lli)(i'ntiiilnil,

" I'roi I'ssos iin^ |H'rHiriHf(l nut only iiiorii r«|iiillv,

•' but liiiller, wlii'ii f.irnllii'H wliiclilnivr lieeii riillivHliil

'*
III early lilii fnrnisli lliinr avsistiiniL', linliviilniiK

" will), willioiit llio aid of kniiwlcilge, woiilil liavi'

" bci'ii (• inili'iniipil to piTpfliial iiifuiiorily of <iiMil;lion

" anil siiliji'i:t<'il to all tlio vvil-i of want unil povcriv,
'• risi! to coinpc.'li'iiri! anil iiiilupciulonru liy llie npliftini;

" powiT of idiKMlion, In nrvM usiublialimuiits, uiiil

" umoiii{ lar^ii budics of l.ibiiriiin men, wlioro nil

" nerviiru.H are niliil atTorilinj{ to lln'lr pcMuniary
'• viilno, t!ii>ri) is it found us an almosl invaiiablu lint,

'' olIiiT lliiiij^s lMiin'4 i'i|iial, tliiit tliosii wlio laivu Iiimii

" bli'ssi'd willi a ^rooil Ciiininoii Sclioiil Kiliiciitioii, riKO

" to a lii^;lii r and liii^lior point in lliti kinds of labor
' pfrforini'd, and also in lliu ratr of wa;;t'S paid, wliili;

*' thu iii;ni)r.iiit sink liku dregs to tlic bottiitii."f

From tlio preceding facn, iiiiiy lie inferred tbo lin-

portunco of ii sminil Cimiimm Sehoiil Kduciition,

utnoni? livcii Ibe lowest class of agrienlturulisiM, and

iiieclianics, in respect botli to employers and tbo em-
ployed.

Tbu cjcneral dilVusion of sucli iin education even in

tliu pimrust country is tbe precursor and companion of

tho geiieriil dill'iision of industry and virtue, comfort

and happiness. Of this Switzi'rland— iiatunilly the

least prodnclivo, and the most dillicult of cultivation if

any country of central Europe— is an indubitable ex-

ample.

Ill .several of the Cantons of Switzerland I have

lately bad the opportunity of witncssin<{ the substan-

tial correctne.ss of what is thus stated by a refent

traveller :
" The intermixture of classes is woniler-

" fully divested of the oll'iinsivc familiarities which
" would infallibly arise from it in less educated coun-
" tries. UelVrential respect is paid, rather perhaps,
" to aii;e, and moral station, thsn to more allluence

;

" but I have seldom witncs.sod any departure fiom a

" tone and manner of nllectinnate tourle.sy on the part
" of the poorer towards the higher classes.

" This may, however, be mainly attributable to tho
" liabitual and kindly cunsideratioti shewn to the work-
" ing classes by their superiors.

" Whether this results from a higher sense of doing
" to others as we would be done by, whether from
'' natural kind-heartedness, or whether from theknow-

* Kepurt uf I'our Law Coinminjiioiiers.

f Rrpurt of tho Secrctury of the MauachusKtts Education So-
ciety for 1841.

" U'H){i' of Ihr piiwor |iuM«M«d by furh mnn, I liAow
" niK ; bill h« |( froin lovii, or lie l( friitn iHiir, otrlalli

" II 14, llail a kindly fitdiii^ in I'viiii'iil l>> I'Miplnyem hi

" lliit I'inployi'il ill Northt'iii Swii;ii ihind, of »liii:h

" li:w other I ouiilriim ulliird an I'Miiiiplv. hwiUrrlitiid
" i» I liMirly iniliilitHd III lliu highly iduculed, or, tu

" »|H'iik iiioru nnniclly, to the (inluiiiiirely uducnlud
" mind of her pvople, lur her ^illll;uUr prunpurily, mitl

" udvuiii einulit.

" lirilliuiit talsnln, or any enilnunt |iowcr.4 uf intel-

" led, iirii vviy rarely found anioii){ ihu Swiu; but
" fur luiiinil ifooil suiisii, and ^eiienil prolicieiicy ill ihu
" coininon bnim lies of i'ilu(ali< 'i, I du not think Ihil
" llirre is a |H'oplu equal to them.

" A family in one of ihu vill.l^l'^ I visited in Iho
" (.'anion of /iiricli, w us [loinliMl out to inu im unuaUMl-
'' ly disn.'put dill', and I w.is i aiilioni'd not lo take any
" thing I saw tlieru as a smnple of ilm rout. One of
" the heaviest charnes tnndu iii^iiinst the conduct of
" the master was, llial In.' hiiil bis'ii repeali'dly wnrn«(i
" by till! ifeiiifiniltimnnn to ni'iidtwo of hisibildrenlu
" srhiiol who were liirni'd of eiujht years of ai;6 ; Ihnl
" lie had proved so refractory, llwt at leiintli, the Slid-
" holder hiid been informed of his conduct, «nd it

" was only when he found he was iibout (o be fined
" lliat he complied with the law."

One may well ask then, with Iii>hop Oerkcly,
" wlu'ther a wise Slule hath iiny intercut nearer heart
" ihan the education uf yo'itli." Inde|icndent uf Ihu

answer furnished by the liiregoiiig fuels, the Mifuty uf u

coiiHiiluiional Stale may, in the words uf M. Girardin,

I

late Kdiicutiorittl Inspector of the French (juvorninunt

to Austria : "The inslruclion of the people endangers

J
" Absolute tioveinmenls ; their ignoraiicu on Iho con-
" Irary imperils llepresentalive Governments, fur tho

;

" I'.nliaiiienlary debates, white ihey reveal to ihu

;;

" mass the extent of their rights, do nut wait until they

jl

'' can cxercisu them with discernment ; and when a

tl

" people knows its rights there i.s but one way to govern

I

" them, to educate Ilium :" A septim'tit which is_ still

;
more strongly enforced by the present enlightened

Archbishop of Uublin : " If ihu lower orders aro to

I: " bu Ihe properly, the slaves of their f^overnuis, and
I "to be governed nut, for their own ail\antiige, but

II

" entirely for the beiiclit of their rulers, then, no doubt,
" the more they are degraded towards the condition of

'; " brutes, thu more likely they are to siilimit lo this

I
" tyranny. But if they are to bo governed as rational

I

" beings, iho more rational ti.ey are made (he better

II

" subjects they will be of such a Guverninent." *

Ij
The first feature then of our Provincial syitem of

Public Instruction, should be uniuersality ; and that

in respect to the poorest classes of society.

!i

!
It is the poor indeed that need thu assistance of the

Government, and they are projier objects of its special

'I solicitude and care; the richc:in takccaroufthemsulves.

]'

j Tho elementary cducntion cf the whole jieuplo

I must therefore be ancssenlial clement in the Le«isla-

tive uml Administrative jiolicy of an enlightened and
i' beneficent Government. ,,. .,•

'I

'• t

i Nor is it less important to tho cfliciency of such a

system, that il should be ]iractical, than that it should

bo universal.

The mere acquisition or even the general difTusion

of knowledge, without the requisite qualities to apply

that knowledge in the best manner, docs nut merit the

* Archbishop Whatcly. Sermon for tbsbsufitof BaI«s»9r(U
and Cloudalkin National ijchool, p. IS.
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