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CONCLUDING REMARKS by the Editor.

IN order to tofiVi^e our (bbfcrlbers ahd i\it (yiiblic

of the juft preference dac to this new and complete

t^ollection of Captain Cook's Voyages, 6cc. round ,the

WiirlJ, and how unrefirrvedly they ma^ depci^d on the

punc'lual execution of the Publifhef'i oth^r periodical

publications, on' various ufcful anil intercniOg fubjecls,

It will be niccffarv to make a iew rertiarkar on the im-
pcrfe(ftionsmofl iparingly confpicuoils in moft Works of

the kind ; and alfo to point out xhk peculiar ufcful' in-

formation, and important improvements, with which
this ^'cmiine Edition of Cook's celebrated voya^s
abound; whereby wc flatter ourfclves, the unpreju-

diced, and dilintercfted, whofc delight may be to em-
ploy their hotirs of Icifure in the attainment of fub-

hantial knowledge, will not withhold from our fevemi

undertakings, and laborious endeavours to pleafb, that

encouragement they may be thought juftly to dcfcrvc.

It has been too common a pradicc of late, to uflicr

periodical publications into the world with a gixid np-
(learance at firft, and, in the courfc of their execution,

to fall off from their origrnal perfedlion •, fo that when
concluded, they cannot, properly fpcaking, for want of

uniformity, and due order, be deemed complete and
pcrfeift. We think, upon the whole, not one of our
readers tran, with judice, chj^rge us with fuch dcfedts

,

and unfair artifices. The latter numbers of our week'y

publications, arc, in general, equal ingoodnefsto rnc

former; and the whole arc finiflied in fo regular, unifrrm,

and complete a manner, as, of which we have bern re-

peatedly afTured. anfwer tlie wiihcs both of tbj pub-

lilher and readers, by doing credit to the one, .<nd giv-

ing full and pleafing fatisfac^ion to the other. Let any

impartial examiner compare the concluding numbers
of Millar's Univerfal Syftem of Gcoijsaphy, Barnard's

New Hiliory of England, and thi': Complete Colledtion

of Voyages Round the WortJ, with any other works of

the-like kind, and, we arc perfuadcd, they will diHin-

guilli on which fide fupcrior excellence lies ; fuch a

comparative view we carneftly tequcft; not doubting,

but that, agreeable to their ufual candour, the Public

will readily give merit the preference. Indeed, the iuft

preference which is now generally given by the public

to our various periodical publications, is a very natter-

ing teftimony in their favour. vVe have gone out of

the common beaten track, and carried on bufmefs with

a degree of credit and reputation, hitherto unattempted

by our predecellbrs, and prefent compctitora In the

fame line, which has crtcclually eftabliflied a reputation

with the public at large, who can depend fafely upon

the honourable and pundtual execution of any work,

which we announce for publication.

Our friends, and readers, will alfo pleafc to obfervc,

that moll of the publications of our competitors, are

Ipun out to an unreafonablc length, by loofe printing,

or fmall pages, merely to anfwer pecuniary purpofes(

t>r, on the other hand, they have been mere abride-

inentt, being contradled in too confined a compafs,

and fo mutilated, and frivolous, as fcarcely to dcferve

noricc. Now it has been our invariable aim, to ren-

der every work that has been the object of oiir ftudy,

tlic very be.'>, and mod perfedl of the kind. Wc dare

not affront a difcerning and generous public in a fingle

inftance, whereby they may have reafon to fay, our pro-

mifcs have not been honourably performed. Wc have

alwayi given full fcope to the neccir-iry copioufncfs and

importance of the fubjedl ; while, at the fame time, it

hu been our conftant endeavour to preferve a happy

medium between the two extremes, by not extending

our performances further than abfolute neceflity may

require: thus difdaining to renounce our refpeft for

' the public, by promoting, unnecef&rily, the private in-

ttreti of any ot the artins concerned in their external

execution.

One would think it muft be obvious to the moft cur-

Tory reader,how artfully many recent publications have

b^n pa(feA off in « very pompius manner by certain

^vcnturcn, in order to uke the advantage ofcredulity s

notwithftanding ih^ kre ioo cbntemptible to come
under the eye of critici'm, being void of excellenciea.
and replete with errors, though offered Co the public on
very extravagant tenns. Wth refptdt to thcfe j*rti.
culdrs, we apprchehd the advantage! over all (imilar
publications are much in out- favouir. Our plan* we
have always endeavoured to render imprpvcd and ex-
tehfive; Otar matertaU have jiot biitrt an indigefled

,
heap, put together w^houtjudgment I not a jumble of

,
plamarifms and piracies, of vain conjeAurei, p»ltry

I intemulation*. ridiculous fiippofitions, and palpable

;

falfltlCT, out they arc a felcdt, judicious colleAion, e»-
;
tradt'.d from the moA approved authors, foui^cd on
the moft rcljiedlable authorities, and arranged with tie
gr.-attft accuracy and care. Thisaothentic, and complete
Cjllcdlion of Cfook's Voy.-tges, &c. Round the World,

' ij a real new undertaking, the refult of the niofl labo-'
rious afliduity; and containing all the new improve.
ncnts, and all the late difcoverics, made in every part
of the globe; for, which we r<ifieft otir friends and
r^aders particularly to notice, we have not only cor-
redted the journals put intO our hands, by genuine re-
cords, bur, with a view of rendering'thls work the beft
and moll complete of the kind, w'e haw enriched it

by interweaving therein the fubltahcc of all the moft
remarkable and important Voyages apd TraVels, which
have been undertaken, at various times, to the di^reni
quarters of the world; particularly thofc Of Cavcndilh,-
Vafquc/. de Gama, Dampier, Raleigh, Columbus, Ma-
gellan, Hanway, Hamilton, Herbert, Dnimmond, Po-
cock, Shaw, Stuart, Kalm, Carver, Ehlrymple, &c. ice.

In all the performances of thofc compilers that hav^
hitherto come under our obfervation, and we have exa-
mined carefully not a few of them, it has greatly fur-
pri/ed us, when we found they ilavifhly fbllown] each'

other, not having corrc«fted even the moll palpable er-
rors. And, in order to give their imperfca and incor-
redt works a temporary credit, the moll mt »n and pal-

try artifices have been employed bjr certain perfons, to
mitlead the unwary; which perfons have ignorant!/

and piratically copied our propofals and advertifc-

ments, and appliecl them to old and imperfedl publi-
cations, in order to give them a new appearance.

It has alfo happened frequently, that, cither from
want of genius, or in order to conceal a fervile iiniu-
tion, ti.jy have enlarged on the leaft intercfling parts
of their lubjedl, and have paffed over (lightly ot)>crs, to
elucidate or decorate which required a particular at-

tention. Here, with a degree of felf/atisfadion, we
can appeal to the decilioif of public judgment, and
leave the queftion to be determined by the unpreju-

diced peers, whether, in any of our works pffcrcd to
their confideration, and calculated for general ufe, ^e
have cut them (hort, or mangled them by the pen bf
ignorance, or fpun them out with a tedious prolixity,

to anfwer private purpofes. In this work, every par-
ticular circumftnnce worthy of notice has, been inclu-

ded ; yet, though the narratives are circumllantial, it

'has been our lludy to render them entertaining, coin-

prehenfivr, and intercfling. This work contains the

whole of Captain Cook's Voyages complete, with all

the fplendid folio copper-plates: fo that our readers

have not been impofed upon by being prefented with

a mutilated, imperfcd^, fpurious edition, a trif^'r;'

abridgment, or a mere compendium. Wc a. now
naturally led to point out the irtiportant improvements,

with which this edition of thde celehtascd voyat^s

abounds, whereby its fuperiority over all other works of
the like kind will evidently appear.

Capuin Cook's (irft, fccond and third voyages, were

undertaken by order of his prefent Malefty, for inak-

ine difcovcries in the nortnem and rDiithcrn hemt-
(pflcm,.and were fncceflively performed -iti a period,

from the year 1 768, to 1 780, inclufive. The fii 11 voy-

age was undertaken in His Majefty's (hip the Kndea-
vouri for ttiaking difcovcries in the fouthcrn henii-

fphere, and round the world. The Ibcond in the R*-

folution
I


