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P A P E R S &c.

J.iqui.^atlon of the

Debt of the United

States to France.

Sir,

TRANSLATION.
Philadelphia, Mny 21,1793.

ad year of tl.c P'lench Republic.

Tke Citizen Genet, MinijlerFleni^otentiarjf of the

French Rrjmhiic, io Mr. Jefferson, Secretary of
State of the United Slates of America.

THE executive council of the French Republic has Icaint through my pre-

deceflfor, the Citizen Ternant, the readineCs with which the government of
the United States of America attended to the tacilitatiou of the purchafes

which that minifter was charged to make in the United States, on account of

the French Republic ; as aUb the acquittal of the draughts of the colonies for

which imperious circumftances obliged it to provide. The extcutive council,-

fir, has charged me to exprefs to the American government, the acknowledg-
ment infpired by all the marks of friendlhip which it has given on this fub-

jeft to the French nation } and to prove to it the reciprocity of our fentiments,

it has determined to give at once a great movement to the commerce of France

with America, in drawing henceforth from the United States tiie greatelt part

of the fubfiftence and llores neceffaiy for the armies, fleets and colonies of the

French Republic.

The executive coimcll has cntrufted me with the dirrftion of tliefe great and
wfcful operations, and has given me particular powers comprehended in the

reports, and in the reloiutions now encloled, in virtue of wl ich I am authorifed

by the council and by the national treafury of France, t' v.iploy the I'ums of

which the United States can efFeft the payment (towards tii ' - debt to France)

or thofe which I caij procure on my perfonal draughts, payn ole l)y the national

treafury, in purchafmg provifions, naval Itores, and in fulfilling other parti-

cular fei-vices, confonnably to the orders which have been given to me by the

minifter of the interior, of war, of the marine, and of foreign affairs.

The government of the Unital States is too enlightened, not to perceive

the immenfe advantages which will reiiilt from this mcafure to the people of

America, and I cannot doubt that, knowing the difficulties which different cir-

cumftances might oppofe at this moment, to the execution of the preffing

commiflions which have been given to me, if it fliould not facilitate to us Itill

the receipt of new funis by anticipation, it will find in its wildoin, and in the

reports now enclofed, of the minifter of the public contributions of France,

^Beafures proper to anfwer our views, and to fatisfy our waHt*.
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