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nnd not condemned, although clearly unwarrant-

able; it will look to pofterity as if, upon exa-

mination, it were found to be legal, or, at moft,

but dubious. This, therefore, becomes the

great grievance j for otherwife, perhaps, no in-

different man would care at all for the fate

of the perfon who occafioned the queftion. So
common, indeed, is it for mankind to err

without defign, in the exercife of legal power,

that, by a late acfl: of parliament, all Juftices of
the Peace have a month, after notice of their

having abufed their authority, to make or offer

amends to the Party injured, before he fhall be
at liberty to bring any adion for the recovery of
damages. Now, Great Minifters are hardly

more knowing in the Laws, or more cautious in

the execution of their offices, and might there-

fore very well expedt a limilar indulgence. The
pradlice, in truth, in the Secretary of States of-

fices, has always been to afk no advice at all,

but that of their own law-clerk, and to iffue

thefe General Warrants as occafion required, and
to take the form from any precedent that hap-

pended to be among the papers of their office.

And a State Law-clerk knows even lefs of the law

than an Attorney, or any Solicitor to the Trea-

fury. However, if any perfon within the lafl

defcription,»'^4aking upon himfelf to do the legal

part, Should not only once execute an illegal

warrant, but fhould a fecond time, and fome
days afterwards, when it was thought proper to

take up other people, upon being defired and di-

redled to make ufe of frefli warrants for the pur-

pofe, officioufly and arbitrarily fay, " No, no,

" the oM will do well enough
;
" and fhould
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