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geographvi when a series of the most elegant maps appeared in

all the principal states of Europe. The wars" that sprun;? from

the revolution encouraged several engineers and geographers,

both foreigners and Frenchmen, to publish those masterpieces

of their art, the charts and plans of the countries that had served

as the theatre of hostilities.

Connected with geography is the science of Statistics, or the

study of the constitution and political economy of stales. Two
Italians, Sansovino and Botero, about the end of the sixteenth

century, were the first that attempted to treat this as a particular

science, separate and distinct from geography. The Germans

followed nearly in the footsteps of the Italian writers ; they

introduced statistics into their Universities as a branch of study,

and gave it also the name by which it is still known. » It was

chiefly, however, during the course of the eighteenth century

that the governments of Europe encouraged the study of this

new science, which borrows its illustrations from history, and

constitutes at present an essential branch of national polity.

Genealogy, or the science which treats of the origin and

descent of illustrious families, is not less important to the

knowledge of history, than geography. It teaches us to know

and distinguish the principal characters that have acted a con-

spicuous part on liie theatre of the world ; and by giving us

clear and explicit ideas of the ties of relationship that subsist

among sovereigns, it enables us to investigate the rights of

succession, and the respective claims of rival princes.

The .study of Genealogy is full of difficulties, on account of

the uncertainty and fabulous obscurity in which the origin of

almost every great family is enveloped. Vanity, aided by flattery,

has given birth to a thousand legendary wonders, that fall to

pieces at the touch of sound criticism. It is by the light of this

science that we learn to distinguish certainties from probabilities,

and pro^'abilities from fables and conjectures. Few families

who have o':cupied the thrones of former dynasties, or who now

hold pre-eminent rank in Europe, can trace their genealogy

beyond the twelfth century. The House of Capet is the only

one that can boast of a pedigree that reaches back to the middle

of the ninth century. The origin of the royal families ol

Savoy, Lorrain, Brunswick, England, and Baden, belongs to the

eleventh century ; all the others are of a date posterior to those.

A single fact in diplomatics has proved sufficient to discredit

a multitude of errors and fables, that tradition had engrafted

on the legends of the dark ages. From the examiniitions that

have been made of ancient charters and records, there is abun-

dant evidence that, prior to the twelfth century, among families
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